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TO HIS EXCELLSNCT, 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, 
THE HONOURABLE 

SIR CHARLES COLVILLE, G.C.B. 

GOVERNOR, 

AND 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

OF 

MAURITIUS AND DEPENDENCIES, 

CAPTAIN-GENERAL, VICE-ADMIRAL, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 

I beg leave to inscribe to Your Excellency 
the following sheets, exposing the errors, anony-* 
mously promulgated, regarding the Slaves of Mau- 
ritius ; and showing the various measures long since 
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adopted for bettering their condition, which are pro- 
ceeding in an accelerated rate, by the consistent 
series of wise and unremitting efforts in progress for 
their improvement and that of the colony, now under 
your Excellency's Govemmen. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest 
respect. 

Sir, 

Your ExceDency's 

Most humble and obedient Servant, 
CHARLES TELFAIR 

Port-'LouiSf Mauritius^ 
January 15, 1830. 
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PREFACE. 



About three, months ago a few numbers- of a periodical, 
called the AnH-Slavery Monthly Reporter ^ reached Mau- 
ritius^ which .were put into my hands because they con- 
tained severe reflections on my conduct and character. I 
glanced. only;at a part of these animadversions, because^ it 
appeared to me, that the charges adduced by the anony- 
mous writer bore on their front the strongest internal evi- 
dence,, not only, of \hm imprcbabiUtyy but of their utter 
impossibility; and, becau^ it struck me that no person, 
who. did not receive the tales of Baron Munchausen as incon- 
troverdble truths, could give the least faith to what the Anti- 
Slavery Monthly Reporter calb ** irrefragable proofs" of 
deeds . infinitely more wonderful than those of that distin- 
guished: personage. The readers of the said publication 
are called -on to believe, that, in the presence of British 
Govemorsr— of numerous officers of the civil administra- 
tion— of the judicial authorities-— of the commanders of 
the forces and ^ of regiments— of a body of merchants — 
o£ a:. British, naval squadron — of the captains of hundreds 
of ships from all nations — and, in an island not larger 
than the Isle, of Wight-^that sixty-five thousand black 
human beings have been put to death by a hundred holders 
<rf sugar estates* in six years; not by the comj^aratively 
lenient procestes of shooting, hanging, and beheading, but 
by .the lingering tortures of flogging, peppering and pickling 

* This was about the number of Sugar Plan ten who poisessed ; estates 
of moderate value, in Mauritius, at the time. 

B 
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the wounds of the whip, &c. Nay, the Reporter seriously 
states, that these various modes of punishment and death 
formed the regular rural occupation of the Plianters, on the 
morning of every successive Sunday. The above account 
gives, on an average, 260 executions /?er day^ or above one 
death every minute, from eight o^dock in the morning till 
noon. This is awful work ; and, if the reader inquires its 
cause, the answer is ready, viz. : " for repressing the crimes 
which resulted from the starvation system" of the above- 
mentioned hundred proprietors ; who, being the owners of 
the victims, of course paid, at the average price of those 
victims, about S5,0002. a-week for gluttmg tbeir new- 
fangled and horrid pas^ns^ and for the pi:irJ)ode of ptrttilig 
a much larger suifi into their pockets. But it is net stated 
from what sOuit^ this sum is to be drawn. 

To r^ute such exlraordinary asiiertioDs is almost an affrotit 
to the understamling. Even atiotb^r wo!rd respectilig them, 
imder this general yorm^ would giVe them unmerited im'» 
pittance. In another pa)t of thil( exposure, however, vAxte 
they assume a tticHre tangible Jbrm^ by referenced to all^ped 
documents, they are refuted otie by one, and, I trust, in the 
clearest manner. , 

After demonstrating, in his peculiar tnann^r, the dimitia** 
tion of 65,000 of tb^ pc^lation of Mauritius, the Reporter 
finds it necessary to account for the ^me number actually 
being in existence. To him, this is an eaisy taA.^^Iinp&rta^ 
tion! — That otninous wcxrd Importation smoothes every 
difficulty. In no oth^ way, he asserts, is it pbsi^ble to 
explain the above (>h^nomenon; therefore^ by his logic we 
must conclude that nothing short of immense ioipoi^tions 
can solve the question* 

Now, it is not more difficult to believe in the perfedt 
quiescence of all rankn, whb form the governing portion d 
a Colonial population-^^-executive, le^shitive, jadidal^ 
civil, and military— witnessing the introduction of 'BSjOOO 
slaves, than it was to take for granted the massacre of 'the 
same number in cold blood. Such importations would show 
itiuch disinterestedness on the part of the naval squadrons 
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on the station, as well as of the admimstraton ; for, had 
lliese slaves been seized, the reward, at an average of 152. 
per head, would have amoanted to nearly one million ster- 
ling, for the benefit of the captors; who, doing no more 
Chan their dutj — which, if n^kcted, would subject diem 
to being broke and disgraeed«^must have gained a hi^ 
i^utation, and, in a short time, have become as rich as 
even avarice could desire: for the seas must have been 
covered with slave ships, many of whidh might have been 
captured. 

The Governors, during these sx years, might also bavie 
shared between them half c£ the bounties, which would 
have amounted to several milUcms sterlmg, besides ths 
penalties. The Court of Admiralty, its Registrar, Deputy^ 
Registrar, and Marshal ; the Attorney General ; the Advo.. 
cate General ; the Eing^s Proctor, and otiher Proctors.; Criers 
and Gaolers, &c. ; without reckoning tihe suite of my Lords 
Commissioners of Oyer and Termin^y must haxre wiU 
lingly united, for six years, in renouncing tfamr leg^l fees, 
amounting to several millions of dollars ; but whence eotnes 
the money to pay for the 65,000 negroes, supposed to have 
been imported. It could hardly be required from tiie faim 
mers, who, in their singular &iuday occupation had already 
expended a sum of about six millions sterling; it could 
not be advanced by the merchants, who lost two miUions 
sterling in the fire of Port Louis, and were reduced to 
poverty ; and it could not be expected that, like the treasury 
of Rome, winch paid for those destined tp become the victimB 
of the gladiators, the colonial Government of Mauritjue 
would furnish millions for the purchase of negvoes, who 
were to be exhibited weekly Xo tlieir companions, writhing 
under torture and in the agonies of death. Besides, a (ew 
minor points might appear obstacles in the way of common 
oommercial reasoners. An average voyage for negroes, 
when the slave trade was legal, aad encouraged with dll 
fadlities, appliances and ineans to boet, could net be made 
in less than four months ; whence comes the shipping, then, 
for the transport cf these <i2,000 men from Africa and 
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JMad^igasQar to . Mauritius. This shipping, - according io 
the Reporter's party,, was composed of small schooners. 
.Higginson and .Kendrick, two of the select witnesses of the 
member for Weymouth, . swore to the identity of a schooner 
belonging. to me of 14; tons burthen: now^ granting two 
jneri for each ton, with, the five, sailors who formed her crew, 
such a vessel would have required to have made six or seven 
voyages a-day without interruption, during six years, ?and 
each voyage . of several thousand miles, . to have imported 
the above number of slaves. However, the Reporter: and 
his party may reconcile this difficulty in the way Higginson 
did, in his testimony against me before. the " Select Com- 
mittee'' of the House of Commons when he stated, that 
&iS tons- was the cargo he had seen. landed from. the said 
vessel of l^,tons burthen. 

I learned, with pleasure, that the pages of the Reporter 
had been industriously circulated, by sonve of the society of 
which he is the organ ; and that copies were sent, gratui- 
tously, to every member of the Legislature; because I knew, 
that the House. of Commons-^not less enlightened than. in 
1826,2 when the " Select Committee '^ had to listen to' dis- 
gusting details . of subornation and perjury, offered, as 
evidence on similar subjects, against innocent individuals — 
would render me justice : therefore, I resolved to await 
in . silence, the decision of time. I perceived, however, 
that not only my position but that my accuser was changed. 
He was no longer known ; nor was the matter to be 
discussed by my equals in fortune, rank, and character ; 
before whom my name had already been traduced, and my 
conduct absolved, in the records of Parliament. By other 
forms, or rather in the absence of all forms — as at the bar 
of a revolutionary tribunal — ^my.name was again brought 
before the, public. by* a concealed accuser, at the distance 
of 12,000 miles — my crimes were described to be of a 
nature unknown before, and, without date, or proof, my 
character was consigned to infamy, at least until my justi- 
fi^cation could appear. The Reporter's lucubrations were 
not, like the reports of the Legislature, destined to limited 
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circulation among the highest class of society, 1 who wei^ 
capable of judging ; but they were issued from the press, in 
a form, and at a price, not dissimilar tQ dying Speeches 
and penny BaUads ; and as likely to be hawked about 
the streets, to impress the lower orders (to whose meridian 
of -intellect done they appear adapted) with the conviction, 
that I was a murderer of no common stamp. I saw after- 
wards, and very unexpectedly, that- even periodicals of 
estimation, in England, -quoted and reasoned on the pages 
of the Reporter as solemn truths ; and that their statements 
were re-published in the Journals of India. I also observed 
them favourably noticed, even by the Editor of The New 
Monthly Magazine; a man of distinguished intellect, of 
excellent character, and of high rank in society ; the pro- 
ductions of whose pen, both in poetry and prose, I have 
always admired. Hence I was forced to conclude, that, 
however drivelling were the charges of the Reporter , yet, 
upon those, to whom I was totally unknown, they were 
calculated to produce the worst effects. - In a word, by his 
mischievous exertions, I saw my character spreading x>ver 
the world with stams of the deepest degradation. I could 
no longer look on, in contemptuous silence, without injury 
to my name, which has never until now been obtruded by 
myself on the public. I then, for the first time, seriously 
looked into the sheetsof the i{^jK>r^^r, containing accusations 
against Mauritius and myself. ' Had«the'author given one 
redeeming fact, one observation, one argument, calculated 
to benefit the Slave, or to accelerate A«^ physical, moral, or 
religious improvement, I should have been disposed patiently 
to meet the obloquy lavished on me;, because something 
would have been done towards the completion of my favourite 
object, through a long period of hfe-^the bettering of the 
condition of the Slave. 

Had I been actuated by the love of fame, and had called 
the attention of the public to my actions, my name and 
my measures wotild then have been fair objects of criticism ; 
and I should have had no reason to complain of the greatest 
severity, not even of persecution.; ' because, at all . times j 
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snd in dl places, it has been Excited agwnat those who 
faaTe been seduced, by the dangerous ambition <^ being 
inscribed among the benefactors of the human race. Nor 
Bboiild I have repined at being pursued by envy, ignorance, / 
fanaticism, and fids^ood, for the tid valofem duty, levied 
fan the characters of public men; but I had carefully 
, jdMtained from so incautious a step ; I had bounded my 
measures to my own narrow circle—Hiny efforts were made 
in the privacy of domestic Ufe— my grand object was to 
make one practical step in a boundless career of improve- 
inent:-^I tieither preached, not published my doings — 
indeed) far froni inviting publicity, I have shunned it; as 
kny letters to the Missionary Society in London will prove. 
1 have, therefore, been unfairly attacked in my dwelling — 
dragged before the publico — denounced as a monster of 
cruelty— ^nd put upon my defence for crimes the most 
abhorrent to my nature. In my case every feeling has 
been outraged, in the House of Commons by the Member 
for Weymouth, in 18S6; and now by the anonymous 
Anti-Slavery Reporter. In justice to myself, my family, , 
and friend&^-4o the British Government, whose servant I 
mnh-"*^ the different Governors of this Ck>lony who have 
honoured me with th^ friendship-— and more especially to 
the British Public^ I cannot longer remain in obscurity and 
«lence. I am already at the bar of the public ; and from 
them I expect a verdict that will cover my accusers with 
shame; and, perhaps, will hasten the annihilation of that 
fnatanity of which they appear to be convenient members. 
Lucky would be such a result for the cause they ostensibly 
advocate-^happy for the Slave^ who would thus be relieved 
itaok one great obstacle to his moral and religious melioration, 
vhich must precede his right to freedom— -liappy. for the 
Mastery who would feel security among men instructed in 
the truths of morality and rdigbn, instead of beings immersed 
in brutal ignorance. Then, I should scarcely regret being 
exposed to the attack ; because I should have a return for 
my labours. It would highly gratify me, to see that the 
s/j^kCK of mutual toleration, affection, and attacbmentr- 
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the only effectual means oi obtaimng th^^ endef — continue 
to enlarge, and to embra^ tbe bpod apd tl^ fr^, uptU they 
were acoomplUbed : fpr nothing de^niUe is tp be achieved 
by the ^orts of those who preach up hfttreds 9Vi.8pi(;ipn, and 
distruatjt in <^der vi<^eptly tQ hxetik th^ ^hs^A th^t bindfl, 
for common good} tbe high^t tp th^ lowest 

I. am. cpmpelleds in this ^ppe^d to the ^ntish Public, tQ 
give 9ome jsiccpqnt of my li£^, and pf m^py pnvate lyflbini 
and domestic arrangement?, a9 the besft refutation of th^ 
unprovoked calumnies with which my character h^ bee^ 
monymoudy assailed* 
I have served His Mcyesty^ without inteirruptioq, in 
[ Europe, Asia, and Africa, for the last thirty-twp years i 
j having entered the medical department of the navy in 1797, 
under my friend Captain Duff, wjho was killed at Trafajgar, 
i in 1808. I accompanied the late Admiral Bertie, the naval 
I oommander-in^^hief, to the Cape of Good Hope, wh^re 
I lived with his family, and in qhaige of the n^val hosj^tal 
<ai that station. While thus situated, the freq^ently-interr 
cepted correspondence betwQ^p the French ^tabUshment^ 
to the Eastward of the Cape> w^re, from time to time, 
communicated to me by tbe Admiral. 
ji In 1809, I embarked from the Cape with Sir Joslas 

ij Bowley for the blockade of the French blands ; and. I sent 
the information collected on the spot regarding Mauritius, 
Bourbon, and their dependencies, to the naval commander- 
in-chief; by whom it was forwarded, by every opportumty, 
to the Lords of the Admiralty in England, md to tb« 
Governor General of India* Th^ wnpequ^nce was, that 
: two expeditions, for the conquest of the French inlands, 
were fitted out simultaneoMsly, by the Indian Gpvernment 
and by order of His Majesty^a Mim^ters ; and my memoir^ 
and cgrrespondence formed part of the instractions sent by 
i those supreme authorities to the military upd mviA Com- 
mander's of the expeditions. 

Bourbon was taken in July 18} 0, and) immediately, I 
was appointed,, under the title of Civil Assistant at St. 
PauFs, by Governor Farquhar, to execute the adminis- 
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tmtive duties of one-half of that* Island; and particularly to 
enter into the practical details of every measure which had a 
reference to the army and navy. Under this department, 
measures were matured, and forces arranged, for the capture 
of ' Mauritius. Sir Josias Rowley, who is at present in 
England, and who then commanded the naval forces, can 
attest the nature of my duties in the situation I Aeld in 1810 
and 1811 ;' duties to which the Commander of the Forces, 
at the time, was pleased to allude in the following terms, 
in 1814. 

" Ever since my knowledge of you, your conduct at 
St: PauPs was the pride and admiration of Rowley, 
Bertie, and myself, and every naval and military officer at 
that time employed on the busy scene.'' 

Similar unsolicited attestations, from ail the superiors ^ith' 
whom I had the honour to act, are in my possession ; but it 
is unnecessary to intrude them upon the public. They may 
be considered superfluous, for the Government appointments 
which I have uninterruptedly held since the same period are 
the best vouchers of my public services. 

In the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter my private life 
and character are chiefly attacked ; and, therefore, I am> 
called on to say a few words on these beads. 

My early education, under the ' immediate -eye of Dr. 
Bruce*, and the completion of my studies, under the late 
Professor Dugald Stewart, were not calculated to produce a 
partiality for Slavery^ nor a delight in cruelty. I have been, 
and still am, a colonial proprietor to a considerable extent ; 
and it will be seen that my colonial life has not been useless 
to the Slave.' ' 

My situation, indeed, is singular. The only reproach I 
have experienced in this Colony, was — That the measures I 
put in practice, Jbr the improvement of my Slaves, were 
calculated to produce a rapid, hazardou^s, andjearfal revo- 
lution. Some of the Planters complained that I was adding 
the irresistible power of intellect to the preponderating phy- 

• Authpr of Treatise on the Being and Attributes of fiod, and other, 
works. 
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sieal force of the Negroes, and^ consequences were pre-i 
dieted; whije, on the contrary, my anonymous assailant in 
London, contends, ^Aa^ my efforts have tended to brutalize 
and to destroy the slave population. 

If the measures lately adopted by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and now ip progress in the Colonies, for bettering the 
state of the slave population, are meritorious, is it just that 
the person who i^ngly adopted, if he did not plan, those 
measures, and who has been diligently putting them in prac- 
tice at Mauritius during a long series of years, before they 
were attempted elsewhere, and using his influence to spread 
them in all directions, should become the prominent object 
of the censure of a party who profess similar aims, and Ui 
pursue them under the banners of religion ? 

But, alter the Reporter has exhausted his invectives against 
Mauritius, and paraded his sensibility and concern for the 
fate of the Slave^ he has evinced much want of tact and 
prudence, by an open declaration of the grand object in view, 
from the beginning to the end of his labours. A short ex- 
planation may show what appears to have put his pen in 
motion. ' Let facts alone speak, and we shall detect the self- 
ishness which alloys the philanthropy of the Reporter and 
his party, in assailing this Colony. 

The sugars of Mauritius, long unheard of in. Europe, 
have, for some years past, been advancing rapidly in amount, 
and entering into rivalry in the London market ' The Re^ 
porter's larfient appears to be the prosperity to which Mau- 
ritius has attained, by the act of justice rendered by His 
Majesty's Government, in admitting it to the same rights 
that are enjoyed by other sugar colonies*. He says, in al- 
luding to statements falsely called facts : "And it was in the 
face of many of these facts, then accumulated at the Colonial' 
office — and in despite of the loudest protestations and re- 
monstrances on the part of those who believed^ but were not 
thenm a capacity absolutely to prove^ the enormities since 
brought talight-^that Govemment proposed, and Parliament' 

• Vide pp. S86, 394, No. 44, AntuSlavery Monthly Reporter. 
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consented, to give, by fiscal encouragement and prot^tion^ 
an increased impulse to the cruel and sanguinary cupidity of 
the planters, or rather pirates of the Mauritius, Is. not this 
a national crime of the v€ry deepest dye ? Under all the 
circumstances of the caae, are not their crimes our^f Are 
W€ not partakers in their guilt ^ He i^u oheerves*, 
<^ and yet it waa to this Colony, this Mauritius, this humaQ 
filaughter4v)U8e, that in the. very year ni 1896, the Govotj* 
ment and Parliament of England persisted, in spite of every 
remonstrance, by reeving the sugar of th^ Mauritius firom 
the protecting duty, which they continued to levy on the free* 
grown sugar of India, to ^ve a new stimulus to the growth 
of sugar in that Ccdony, and to that multipUcaUon of mur-t 
ders in which it could not fail to issue ; the case must be 
searched into, it is a case of Blood.*" Translate aU this into 
the ^^business-like every-day language^ of common life, divest 
it of declamation, and take the gist of the statement It is 
amply this ; — The British Government was not prevented, 
by pretendedjhds of unspeakable atrocities falsely attributed 
to a few inhabitants of this island (and unproved, because 
incapable of proof, never having existed), from doing an 
act of justice to the whole population, bond and free, by 
giving unfettered scope to industry, and by removing a blot 
in the Colonial system. A contrary conduct would have 
been unworthy of an enlightened nation ; would have per^ 
petuated misery and penury among innocent men, who had 
been adopted as subjects of British sovereignty, not to ruin, 
\)ut to raise them in the scale of freedom and prosperity ; 
and would, in degrading the master, have injured, in equal 
ratio, the Slaye ; for they must rise or fall together :— thq 
links that bind them together admit of no other alternative^ 
whatever value the Reporter may put on his eflForts to snap 
them asunder. 

Satisfied with the practical plan which suits my capacity^ 
in studying and essaying the analysis and the combination of 
such fractional portions of human happiness as fall within 

• Page 480, Oriental Herald^ March 1829. 
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my sphere, I should be glad to have done with the disgust- 
ing pages of the Reporter, and his wholesale new-fangled 
philanthropy. That such elementary attempts at moral im- 
provement may — ^like experiments on minute gr^dns of matter 
in chemical science— produce unexpected results, is to be in- 
ferred from the extensive effects of the circumscribed system 
which I have endeavoured to develope during the last twenty 
years, effects which may be shortly enumerated. Within 
that period the yearly exportable produce of Mauritius, 
from being null, has gradually approached to 30,000 tons of 
sugar ; the annual revenue of the colony, from this sugar, 
has increased from 484/. to 80,0002. ; the surplus wealth 
added to the island from its soil exceeds three millions ster- 
ling ; the quantity of British manufacture imported in ex- 
change is still greater than that amount ; and His Majes- 
ty^s revenue in England, from the customs on our produce, 
has risen from 18,0002. to 800,0002. This prosperity is 
to be attributed sdely to our having called into action the 
intelligence of man, in preference to his merely physical 
powers. Thus the Slave has been raised, in many respects, 
to the rank of a European labourer ; and he often possesses 
greater comforts, while his irksome tdl has been changed 
into an easy task^; indeed, nine-tenths of human labour 
have been replaced by eighty steam engines and sugar mills, 
by implements of agriculture of all kinds, and by beasts of 
burden, of which not less than 30,000 have been imported 
within five years, and nearly 11,000 since January 1889« 
The religious, moral, and physical condition of the Slave 
has also advanced more rapidly, and already has attained a 
greater elevation than in any other colony during an equal 
time, or among any people emerging from the same level in 
the scale of civilization ; and, it is cheering to add, that tbia 
rapid career of improvement continues uninterrupted. The 
impulse originally ^ven by Sir Robert Farquhar, and con- 
tinued by the worthy Governors who have succeeded him, 
could only be repressed by the prevalence (ivhich may God 
forbid) of the demoralizing plans of party, who, ignorantly 
or knowingly, ^^ do evil that good may come ^ and under 
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whose banners nameless assassins of character — ^prostitudng 
the press to defamation and indecency — ^preach anai^chy, 
robbery of colonial property, and the proscription of its 
owners. 

The Appendix contains matter more interesting to the 
public than any defence- of myself, or even of this Colony. 
I allude to the experimental researches, made with a view 
to the solution of the great problem of ultimate and general 
Negro Emancipation. This task could only have been 
undertaken by a person holding extensive property, and an 
influential station in colonial society. The principles in' 
which it should be attempted were thus laid down by my 
earliest master. '' We should study to imitate that rule of 
Providence which combines pleasure with duty, and which 
renders the services we require from others, as easy and 
pleasant as possible. We should avail ourselves of every 
natural propen^ty and artificial advantage, to allure .men 
to their duty, before we resort to privation or coercion. 
We should make men comfortable and. happy preparatory 
to rendering them virtuous, instead of compelling them to act 
virtuously, that they may, by the practice ^ of their duty, 
become happy; and while the performance of the latter is 
mode easy and agreeable, to let suffering come of itself, as 
the "consequence of neglect or transgression*.^ 

In regard to punishments, it will be seai that the Negroes, 
judged by their Peers, were on a better footing than the 
labouring classes at home ; where a man may be committed 
to prison for an offence six months before he can be brought 
to atrial at theasazes, and thus, however innocent, be ex- 
posed to. the vicious contagion and misery of a gaol. Fol- 
lowing the precepts of the Gospel, which requires masters to 
treat their servants and slaves with kindness — to. provide 
for ..the speedy termination of ^ disputes — to inculcate the 
forgiveness of enemies, and the reparation of injuries-^ while, 
on the other hand, the duties of submission, diligence, and 
fidelity are imposed upon servants and slaves to their^ 

* Tide TriatUe on the' Being and AttrHnttes of God^ by W. Bbuce, D.D. 
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masters, a more humane and equitable plan for the admmi9<- 
tration of .justice, was established at Belombre. The pro- 
prietor, or the manager, was the Magistrate, ever ready on 
the spot immediately to discharge the innocent^ moderately 
to. correct . the delinquent, and to prevent imprisoni;pent, 
except as a punishment of convicted and recorded guilt. 

It, will be seen that my Slaves h^, and have, better food 
and more abundantly supplied, better clothing and less oc- 
casion for it, better cott^es, better bedding, better furni- 
ture, r more recreations, . and more money, ^ than the home 
labourer, and not one-third of his work ; that they are not, 
like the latter class, oppressed by starving families, but: that 
the benevolent Monarch's wish, of " a fowl for every peas«Mit''s 
Sunday pot,^> was, and is, more than realized in their favour, 
as well as that still higher aspiration of our late beloved 
King, that each cottage might have abible,'.aD[d.an inpate 
who could read it to the family. 

If poverty, misery, and crime be the necessary conse- 
quences of each other, there must bie.less of this^interwoven: 
mass, where physical want is unknown. But if the, efforts 
of the anti-colonial party continue zealously, to multiply 
prohibitions and restrictions on the industry of the Planters 
and their people, pauperism may be the result of that per- 
verted philanthropy, which seeks to better .the condition of 
the Slave, by means which. diminish the general wealth on 
which he depends for subsistence. 

One of .the most profoimd thinkers of our days*^ and one 
of the most enlightened advocates of Negro Emancipation, 
shows that numberless advantages, to the Negroes as well as 
to the State, arise by allowing Planters the same liberty in 
the cultivation and sale of their sugar, as the landed interest 
enjoy in^the cultivation and sale of their corn ; that there, is 
no reason why one body should not. have, the same privileges 

' * John Wheatley, Esq.; whose works on Political Economy have thrown 
<f a flash of light ■' over the real sources of national greatness, and deve- 
loped the means of attaining it. To this unquestionable witness, and to 
those of his rank and intellect, who have visited my estates, I might, with 
pride, appeal for evidence of what they have seen of the treatment and 
condition of my Slaves. 
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as the other ; and that what their own interest does n<it 
prompt them to do, they ought no moi^ to be compelled to 
do, than the country gentlemen should be compiled to do 
what tbebr own interest does not prompt them ta He 
adds> ** They ought not to be subjected to the existing re- 
strictions, eTen if it ooukl be proved that the public were 
benefited by them, as thb public have no right to injure any 
set of men, or any individual, for their own good ; but when 
it is evident that the public suffer precisely in the same pro* 
portion in which the planter suffers, it is not only unjust to 
impoverish the planter, but it is as impolitic as it is unjust, 
and as illiberal as it is impolitic. Almost every planter is 
more or less indebted to his merchant, and as the couEagn- 
ments now sell, fcom die diminution of the currency, for 
little more than enough to pay the island charges and the 
interest of their debts, the planters have scarcely sufficient 
for the ordinary expenses of life. But it is as incumbent oil 
Government to see them righted, as to see the farmers and 
manufacturers righted.^ This may be effected, in a great 
degree, by putting down thaX; unconstitutional combination 
which raises a rent, even from the lowest classes of society, 
for the purpose o£ applying the aggregate amount to the 
ruin of the C<donists ; and jby removing that re^riction on 
the consumptioo of sugar, as a necessary of life, which re- 
sults from die heavy war>duty continued during a ikneat 
peace. Such an act of justice would add gready to the 
comforts of the lower classes at home, as wdl as, from in- 
creased importation, give employment to more shtp^ng, and 
in all 'proib^lity increase the gross amount of the imperial 
revenue, as it certmnly would that of the Colonies. 

It has been very painful fer me to speak so much of myself, 
and nothing but the necessity in which I am -{daced, by my 
nameless diandeiwr, could justify to my own feelings the 
breach of taste which I commit, in referring to the unsought 
and respectable testimonials in the Appendix. They are 
selected from a mass of a similar description. I have some- 
times curtailed them of what would have been mere repe- 
tition, as well as of much that is laudatory of myself, or. 
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vituperative of my assailant; but I am not the less sen^ble 
of the warmth of feeling which dictated the expression of the 
sentiments of the writers. 

It would be ungrateful on this occasion not to notice, that 
to every successive Governor, appointed by His Majesty, 
this Colony has been indebted for obtaining some signal act 
of justice, besides many other favours. 

To Sir RoBEBT Fabquhar, Bart its obligations are 
innumerable ; but the chief of them are the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, and the facilitating of Emancipation. 
During the year 1810, the number of Slaves enfranchised 
was fourteen^ whereas, in the first year of his Government, 
His Excellency emancipated Six Hundred and Eighty-fofur 
Blacks, and gave liberty to Eight Hundred more, by en- 
rolling them in the Bourbon Re^ment. These facts speak 
volumes. 

To General John Dalbymple Mauritius owes much, 
for the zeal and promptitude he displayed in restoring the 
institutions on which its security bad been grounded. 

To General Dabling the Colony is obliged for the in- 
troduction of machinery free of duty, in order to supersede 
manual labour ; and also the removal of many restrictions. 

To Sir G. LowBY Cole is due the completion of a per« 
feet Census of the Slave Population of this island, rendering 
Slave Dealing in it impossible ; the removal of the ruinous 
restrictions on the introduction of its produce into England; 
and the establishment of a legislative Council. 

To the Ladies of the above-named Governors respectively, 
Mauritius lies under deep obligations, for attending to the 
religious education of the lower classes ever since the year 
1811 ; when the distribution of the Bible was first begun by 
Mrs. Keating, the Lady of the Lieut. Governor of Bourbon. 
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ANONYMOUS CHARGES. 



Jr ROM t^ie materials contained in No 44 of the Anti-Slavery 
Monthly Reporter , I have drawn up, in their natural order, 
the charges adduced by the anonymous writer, ostensibly 
agaijist the Planters of Mauritius in generai; but, by insi- 
nuations and implications, evidently addressed to me in par^ 
Ocular. For the sake of perspicuity, and the facility of re- 
ference, in answering these charges, I have also, oftener than 
once, brought together scattered paragraphs and sentences 
bearing upon the same points ; but I have reHgioitsly copied 
the above-named periodical verbatim et literatim, and even 
followed its system of punctuation. With the above views, 
the charges are also numbered, as well as the cases of cruelty 
cited as having occurred at Belombre. 

« GENERAL TREATMENT OF SLAVES IN THE 
MAURITIUS.'' 

1. Huts. — " Their (the Blacks') huts were usually of the 
meanest and most miserable description, pervious to the wea- 
ther, and so small as scarcely to afibrd space for the. seven or 
eight human beings, who were frequently crowded into each, 
to extend themselves at full length on the floor." — pp. .379, 
380. 

2. Clothing. — ^^ As to clothing, the field Slaves in gene- 
ral had very Uttle*, the men none beyond a band round the 

' • " The most we hear of (says the Editor) was two yards of very coarse 
calico in the year." 

C 
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widst, and the women very little more, except what they 
sometimes obtuned by prostitution ; the drivers and headmen 
alone formed an exception.'' — p. 379. 

8. Beds. — ^^ They (the Blacks) had no bedding, not even 
a mat ^ven them, much less a rug or a blanket, to repose 
upon at night They commonly lay down to sleep on the 
bare and often wet ground.''-~p, 879. 

4. Food.—** Over night his food was iisually delivered 
out to each Slave for the following day*. It commonly con- . 
sisted of three pieces of baked manioc (cassada) of the size 
and appearance of muffins, and which in the Mauritius go 
by the name of " manioc cakes.'' This food iis described not 
only as unpalatable, and also unsatisfying in its nature, but 
as extrranely iseufficient in quantity, more especially. ^ben 
the cozttmuity ismd intensity of the labour ^%»oi^irota the 
Slaves is.eorisidered ; the day's allowance being often. barely 
enough for a single good meal, . It was prepared b^or&f 
hand an order to save: the time which it would.require. to pre-t 
pare it if it weie given to the Slaves in its raw state^ and be- 
cause it became less necessary to allow them a cessation of 
labour in order to theii^ eatirig it It might le eaten while 
they coiitiBtied at Work. This wretched and scanty aliment 
was eked out by drinking large quantities of watei', which 
distended their stomachs; and by eagerly devouring^ at the 
risk of punishment, every species of disgusting dBPal. and ear^ 
rion which came in their way ; and it was considered as the 
fhutful source, combined with ' their hard kbour, of those 
dysenteries which were constantly sweeping so many of them 
mto a premature grave.''—- ^. 877, 378. 

5. 'Laboitb.-^*' On most estates the Slaves were sum*^ 
moned to their work iii the morning by the cracking of the 
drives' whips, but on some of the larger estates they werh 
previoudy roused by a great beU. On Belombre.eistate the 
bell was generally rung at three in the morning, sometimes 
earlier, but seldom later, andthey continued to work^ without 

* « It was (adds the Editor) sometimes given out for several days ; and 
■ometimet a few watery potatoes of the island were substituted, which 
were still less nourishing.*' 
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any interval for breakfast^ and with <Bily theinterral already 
described for iHnner^ until so late iathe evening as eigbt 
oHoek, and, on light nights^ even an hour or two later. 

^^ The daily labour exacted from them (the Blaok») ex-' 
tended to from sixteen to nineteen hours in the day, even out 
of crop. No time was allowed them for breakfast*, the eat- 
ing of a manioc cake requiring no respite from work. For 
dinner the Slaves had nominally two hours idlowed them, 
but in tiib time they had to cut a bundle of grass or wood 
for the master, which, on leaving off work at night, they had 
to deliver at his house. This wood or grass was frequently 
difficult to be obtained, aiid a large proportion ef the two 
hours was, therefore, often spent in obtaining it, so diat the 
period of repose was liable to be abridged by half an hour ^ 
or even an hour or more. 

^^ In the time, of crop the Slavey retired from -the field 
somewhat earlier than, at other times, in order to take th^r 
turn of labour during the night in the manu&cture of sugar. 
If they fell asleep during their spell of night •-labour, they 
wi^re liable to be severely flogged ; but sometimes, so Irre- 
sistible was their drowsiness, that th^ bands were apt to be 
drawn inUy> the mill along with the canes, and completely 
<;rushed and mongledf .''— f^j). S78, 879, and 380. 

6. PuiffisHMENTs.— ** While the Slives were at workj they 
were followed by drivers, and w&e continually receiving 
blows and lashes, and wer^ even ooca^naUy taken out from 
the lihe'and punished with twenty or thirty lashes, and then 
sent back to work. But these occasional inflictions were 
scarcely regarded in the light of punishment, but merely of 
discq^ne. Whe r^ular punishments were reserved, on Be- 
lombre . (a> practice, however, differing from that of many 
other estates)^ for Sunday, a day which, there, never failed 

* The Editor 9tati» in a note, that^ '< On some estates the practice dif- 
fered on this point.'' 

t Note by the Bditor,-^'^ It ii a curioiw 'confirmation of this stateaieiit, 
that in the list of the Slaves at Belombre, for the year 1819, printed by the 
fionse of Commons, on the 1st of May 1827, No. 285, we lind three of the 
Shiires described as ' estropl^s des deux mains'—' mutilated in both hands.' *' 
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to be iishered in with severe flog^ngs. The offenders of the 
week were reserved in chains (in which thej were made to 
work) for that day ; and they were often numerous, gene- 
rally about thirty, and amounting, on one occasion, to about 
fifty. 

. << Th^e was no difference in the way of punishing male 
and female Slaves ; but there were two different modes re- 
ported to of punishing both. One was by erecting a frame- 
work of three poles in a triangular form with a bar across, 
and fa$t<sning the hands of the sufferer, by a rope, to the 
place where the three poles were united, his or her body 
resting against the cross bar. The other was by placing' the 
sufferer prone on the face on the ground, or on a ladder, his 
or her bands, if on the ground, being held extended by four 
other Slaves, or firmly fastened to the ladder,, as the case 
might be. Being thus placed, and the body being bared, the 
sufferer was flogged on. the posteriors, either by one driver, 
or, in cases deemed more heinous, by two, one stationed on 
each side. And if the driver failed in inflicting the punish- 
ment to the satisfaction of the master, he was liable himself 
to be made to change places with the offender. The instru- 
ment with which the punishment of flogging was inflicted 
consisted either of a whip, or of the split rattan ; and opi- 
nions greatly differ, as to which of these was the most cruel. 
The whip varied in aze. Its handle was of wood, from two 
to three feet in length, and from an inch and a half to two 
inches in diameter ; and the thong was from six to eight feet 
in length, and at the thickest part, from one and a half to 
two and a half inches in diameter,. tapering towards the lash 
or cutting part. The rattan was a cane of about five feet 
long, spUt into two or three parts from one extremity to 
within a foot or eighteen inches of the other ; the unsplit 
part serving as a handle, and the rest forming a tremendous- 
ly powerful cat of two or three tails. Either instrument 
would make inci^ons into the flesh, and lacerate it at every 
blow ; and the sharp edge of the split rattan would some- 
times divide the flesh like a knife. Military floggings, num- 
bers of soldiera testified, were nothing to these. The whip 
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^as sometimes a very ponderous instrument; one was seen 
on Belombre weighing upwards of seven pounds*. 

" There appeared, in practice, to be no limit to the number 
of lashes inflicted /on offenders but the . discretion of the 
master or manager. Seldom less than fifty, and often .a 
hundred or many more lashes, were given in the way of 
regular punishment; and by this extent of infliction, the 
parts, generally the posteriors, were always reduced to one 
bloody mass of lacerated flesh ; and to this ;was often 
added the further excruciating torture of the application pf 
lime juice, or salt and pepper, on the pretence of keeping 
the wounds from festering.' The/punishment of a collar 
and chain was often superadded, and also of confinement i|i 
the stocks, for an indefinite period, during the intervals o^ 
labour, as well as during the night. The collar was riveted 
on, and with the chain often worn for months. The use 
of the collar and chain was so common that it ceased to 
excite observatioh, except when the collar was adorned, as 
it often was, with three or four projecting prongs, the object 
of which was to render it difiicult for the bearer, to make 
his way, in case of absconding, either through the cane 
pieces, or through the bushes or woods which cover the 
uncultivated *parts of the island. A further effect of these 
prongs was to render it impossible for the wearer to extend 
himself at full length, on the ground, for the purpose bf 
repose. The slaves so chained were for the most part con- 
fined in the stocks at night. . Sometimes a heavy weight 
was attached to the chain, and sometimes they were chained 
two and three together. 

** All these various punishments might be inflicted, at the 
sole will of the master or manager, on men, women, and 
children alike, for any offence he might choose to deem 
deserving of it. But the mbst usual occasions of the heavier 
punishments were either the thefts, to which the slaves were 
driven by hunger, or the/ flight into the woods, to which 
they were driven by the excess of labour, or the dread of 
anticipated punishment^— pp. 378, 379* 

* Note by the Editor,-^^* The model of a moderate Manrititts whip may be 
seen at the office.'' 
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7* MAfiRiAGE.—*-^^ Marriage was unknown among the 
Slaves; but the most open prostitution prevailed Universalljr 
among the females. Ladies^ so called, often hired out their 
negresses to the soldiers, by ihe month, for this purpose.^ 
p. 680. 

& MoBALiTY AND Belij&ion.— " The Slaves were ge* 
nerally excluded from all moral or religious instruction; 
and to teach plantation Slaves to read was almost unexampled. 
Indeed, this might be said, of the iithole Slave popu- 
ktioii».'''-f - 380. 

Besides the above charges adduced agsdnst me, with the 
planter^ in general of this Colony, four instances of cruelty 
are cited as having occurred at Belombre. 

" CASES OF CRUELTY." 

Cass 1.-^^* An eye witness, who resided on that estate 
(Belombre) for mx mKAitbs, saw, in the month of July, 
ISSlv a Mozambique negroe bi*ougfat out and placed flat on 
his face for punishment* The person continued to look on 
the process until 150 lashes had been inflicted, and then, 
unable any longer to endure the horrors of the seene, quitted 
the place without having ascertained how much &rther the 
punishment was carried*''*-^. 380* 

Case % — *^ The stime perton was also an eye witness 
of the punishment on this estate of two young Women for 
the crime <^ running away. They were both advanced in 
their pregnancy, and were both ordered to receive the 
same punishment, although one of them had been a fugitive 

• Note by the Editor.-^^* And yet, will it be credited, that Sir Robert 
Farquhar, in a letter to Earl Bathui-st, dated the 12lh 'October, 1813» 
thus wrote : * Some paragrapbft ptiMished in The Governfmnt Gazette, 
without the sattcaon of Ooyemment^ harmlesa a3 th^y may appear ip 
Europe, were the cause of infinite apprehension and alarm in this island. 
They were considered by the Slaves (the better informed part of whom can 
read^ and eagerly devour every thing touching their own state and con- 
dition) a« a declaration of Government of their upproatfaing liberation from 
all duty to their masters.' The paragraphs were indeed of the most 
innoxious kind ; and Sir Robert might therefore, without any risk to 
the Coloay, have spared the discredit of this further mis-statemeat." 
No. 296, of 826, p. 25. 
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only Jbl- one tnooth, a&d the other Bad befeil tivo yeans in 
the woods. - The former intreated that her pumslmieht 
might be delayed, at least, till ihewas delivered, that .'her 
child might not 8u£Per as well as herselE ' The oYevseer said^' 
that as die was so koowing as to make such a request^ she 
should be made to su&r the more on that ai^iounl;. The 
pcmisfament of this unhappy girl then bpgan, and our 
infontiant w^ Tesolved to see the end of it ; but after 16& 
lashes had been inflicted, the shrieks of the suffimr became 
so piercing, that it was impossible any longer to endure the 
spectacle. On returning, however, some time after to the 
spot, our informant learnt that both this apd the other girl 
bad gone. through tfie whole of the punishment assigiued 
them. They had afterwards ooUars with projectmg i^kes 
fastened round, the^ necks, theses collars being attached to 
each other by an irpn chaio.'*^-r-pp« 380, 381. ^ 
. Case 3.---r^< Another individual who residedet Bebmbre 
for some time,. during the years 18SQ and 1821^ confirms 
most of the general statiements made above, and particularly 
the fact that the regular punishments were usually adminis^ 
tered at Belombre on Sunday^. .This ^informant often 
counted the lashes, and never knew any of the oiSenders to 
receive less .(ban one hundred, excepting. two ]/K)Uths, who 
received about seventy each. It was common to rtib salt 
and pepper into the wounds, which it was dkged would 
prevent them from festering, and enable the su^^ners the 
sooner both to return to labour, and to bear a repetition of 
punishment, if it should be thought right to inflict it. The 
pain of this application is described as excruciating.^ — p. 381. 
Case 4. — '^ The same person states that, in the month 
of July, 1820, being on a plantation"*^, he saw two Slaves 
brought out to be punished* They were placed flat on their 
bellies, extended on a wooden beam, to which they were 
fastened, while two men held their hands and two their l^^s, 
and a driver, who struck alternately, was placied on «acb 
side of the sufierer. The whips employed were unusually 

* I abaU eYeu grait that the informant neant Bekimbre.— T. 
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heavy, and. ISO lashes were inflicted dn eacH. On tW 
following Wednesday, having occasion to go to the roond 
used as an hospital, he saw laid out the dead bodies of the 
same two slaves. The wounds were putrid, and sent forth 
a rank smell ; and he afterwards saw them both carried out, 
tied up in mats, to the burial ground." — p. 881. 

*f Our informants in thie above cases of cruelty have ex- 
pressed their readiness to appear as witnesses of their truth, 
either in a court of justice, or before a magistrate, or b^ore 
a Committee of the House of Commons, whenever they 
shall bexalled u J3on to do so. 

. ^^ But it will perhaps be said, that such atrocities as these 
could never have been permitted, but must have met with 
condign punishment, had they been made known to the local 
authorities at the time. The statements we are now about 
to submit to our readers will probably convince them that 
such a course would have led to no beneficial results as re- 
spected the Slaves, seeing how often it issued in impunity to 
the guilty, in inconvenience to those who attempted to bring 
thiem to punishment, and in aggravated misery to the sufferer. 
The instances are drawn from the official records of the Co- 
lony.''— p. 381. 

Besides the preceding particular charges and cases, Nos. 
44 and 46 of the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter contain 
some general, vague, and awful charges, which are addressed 
to me in common with the Planters of Mauritius, while nu- 
merous cases of cruelty and murder are detailed as having 
occurred on the estates of different proprietors. We shall 
again allow the writer to make his own statements. 

" PROGRESS OF POPULATION IN THE 
MAURITIUS.'' 

" We shall begin with an attempt, though it must of ne- 
cessity be an imperfect one, to ascertain the probable extent 
of the destruction of" human life which has' been regularly 
proceeding in this colony. We might here produce the tes- 
timony of numerous living witnesses, but this, though strong 
and decisive, would necessarily be too vague for our purpose* 
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At present therefore we shall .confine . ourselv.es to the less 
disputable evidence of stajtistical returns. 
. " By a report from Sir Robert Barclay, the collector of 
the internal taxes, dated November 29» 1823, it appears that 
the slave population of the district of Port Louis amounted, 
in 1892, to 7^6 males and 3669 females; in ally 11,125*. 
By a return of the interments of Slaves .occurring in this 
same district, during .the years 1815 to 182Q inclusive, f the 
number of deaths amounted to'^65, being nearly at the rate 
of .one death yearly in every ten or eleven persons, or about 
ten per cent, of deaths per annum ; the ordinary mortality 
of Europe being not more than an average, .on all ages, of 
:fi!om two to three per cent, per annum.. 

^^ Now it has neyqt been. asserted that tl^ere is any thing 
unfavourable to negro life in the climate of the Mauritius 
generally, or of .the Port Louis district in particular. The 
contrary indeed may be proved by the returns of the whole 
free black and. coloured population of the island during nearly 
the same period, viz. from 1816 to 1821 inclusive. The 
average of the population of this class for those years was 
11,061 f. The annual .average mortality during the same 
six years was 295, being one in 87 or 38, or about 2| per 
-cent. 

- "On nearly, the same number of Slaves, however,, in the 
districtof Port Louis, the annual rate of mortality was 1094, 
.being little less than four times that of the free population! of 
•the. colony. And supposing the same rate of mortality to 
.extend over the whole Slave population. of the island, we 
.shall have, as the result, not less than about 7000 deaths an- 
;nually,.or about 126,000 deaths in the 18 years we have 
.possessed the island ; a mortality nearly equal to killing off 
.the whole of the. Slaves existing at any one time twice told ; 
a number equal to which must have been supplied by means 
.of > importations, and by. the consequent accumulation of the 
: well-known atrocities fix)m , which alone such .importations 
^couldbe obtained. 

* Papers of May 30, 1825, No. 361. 

t See Papers of March 4, 1S23, No. 89, p. 127. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 

<* A further proof of die dreadful tfxteni of the HHMtaliQr 
prevailing among the Slaves in this ooiony, may te drawn 
ftom the case of. the estate of Bdombre, belonging to Mr. 
Telfair, the private Secretary of Sir Robert FArquhar/a»d 
the humane treatment of the ^ves on which estttte Si# 
Robert,' who was himself aciHisfeimt visitor upon it^ highly 
extolled in the House of Commons, representing it- as a pat^ 
terti £)r good management, and oneof the best i«giihited in 
the island. Now; even on this well^i^gulated estate, (iie d^ 
rrosjr appears, from authentic dodum^ms, to have ainoutited 
annually: toabout 1^ per cent. The retum for 1819 givei 
64 ^Jealiis and li births <m a ^pdpuktiod'of 378^ being an 
actual decrease of 52, or 13^ per teat.^ said the reXMo of 
18S6 ^nies 55 deaths and 16 birdis on a populalion of 872, 
being an actual decrease of 89, or 10^ per ceiCit.; or, on an 
average of the two periods, a decrease of IS per cent.* 
The mortaliiff in theBnst year wssas fa^h as 17 per cait^ 
and in the second as high as 15 per cent, being an average 
of 16 per cent 

^^ Now if this was the mortality on one of the best regulated 
estates, what must it have been throughout the whcde island ? 
And what must have been the continued extent of importa:- 
tions indispensably required to maintain, as has been done 
in the face of this decrease, a population numerically almost 
undiminished? But even if we were to deduct firomthis 
fair but frightful esdmate a fourth, or a diird, or even a half, 
enougfar will remain to prove the terrible effiacts of that system 
of coercion and privation, by which the Slaves are in this cou 
lony worked and starved to death ; and the unspeakable atro- 
city of those wholesale murders .which tnis country continues 
to tolerate, but which no man, . wbo has not the heart of a 
demon, can even tiiink cf without emotions of indignation 
mid horror* 

^^ And it was in thrfiEiee of many of these facts, then ac^ 
cumnlatedattheCdbnialdffiee; andindeiqiiteDf tfaeloiidest 
protestations and remonstrances, on the part of those who 

* Papers of May 1, 188T, No. 285» pp. 34 to S9. 
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believed but were not then in a capacity absolutely to prove 
the enonnitiea since brought to light, that Government, pnK 
po6ed> and Parliament consented, to give, by fiscal encourage, 
ment and protection, an increased ^n^pulse to the cruel and 
sanguinary cupidity of the Planter^Uor i:ather. pirates of the 
Mauritius* Is not this a national cmie of the very deepest 
dye? 

<^ The whole oommunity have of late had their feelings 
violently and universally excited by a series of. acts of .cold, 
calculatin|^ d^berate, Uoodyrminded ferodty, which have 
been judi^ly broti^t to Ught at Edinburgh ; and na man, 
who has a single spark of humanity in bis £ramey can view 
them in all their dimensions of iniquity without a. thrill of 
horror. But if, even to these appalling discoyeriest we were 
to add the deeda of Corder and Thurtell> and of the mur- 
derers of Mmr and Williamson, combining with them all the 
murders which, during the last twenty years, have isalhd 
down the vengea&ce of British law on their perpetrators ; we 
doubt whether this collective mass of crime would be found 
greater than the regular, husinesshlike, daily march, for a like 
period, of that sydtem^ ^hich on many estates 9i&.wellr-ord^rfid 
as Belombp-e*, steadily proceeds, tot ends eijually SQi?did, in 
^.tortyring ai^d murdering, inch by inch, the cultivators ctf 
their soil, as that one in ten shall be regula4y slaughtered, 
every ye(M^,to glut tb^ cupidity of . their 9avAge owners* — 
Wherein do the unflinching wd rescdut^ ^dminiatoators pf 
suQh a system morally difier from the smooth^-tongned and 
remorseless villain who, in Edinburgh, is now about to suffer 
the penalty of tlie law ? They differ pnly.as it appears to 
us in the deeper malignity, and more heartless barbarity of 
their conduct. And yet under all the circumstanpes of the 
case, are not ]tl\eiir crimes ours. Are we not partakers in 
Jfaw guiltf." 

• tiie estate of Charles Telfair, Esq. 

t Vide Anti-Slavery Mmthly Reporter^ No. 44, pp. S75, S76,^nd S77. 
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f^ The number of Slaves imported into the Mauritius from 
January 18S1, to the end of 1826, is stated to have been 
1351 males, and 516 females ; in all, 1867. This, however, 
is of course an account of those only who passed regularly 
through the custom-house, and does not include the vast 
numbers illicitly imported. The slaves exported in the same 
period were 299 males, and 248 females ; in all, 647. 

^^ The number of manumissions, by marriage, from the 
1st of January 1821, to the SOth of June, 1826, was 245 ; 
by bequest or otherwise, 199 ; in all, 444. A tax, amount- 
ing to about 252. sterling, appears to have been exacted on 
most of these manumissions. 

• ^^ By law, the marriage of whites with blacks is severely 
punishable. If a free black marries a Slave she becomes 
free. Cur^s are forbidden to unite Slaves in marriage with- 
out the noaster^s consent. The marriages of Slaves, from the 
1st of January 1821, to September 1826, are stated as six 
in number, which does not correspond with the return that 
makes the manumissions by marriage amount to 245. 

" The number of Slaves sold under execution is 1473 ; 
but as they were almost all sold with the plantations to which 
they were attached, it is impossible to ascertain the price of 
Slaves, exclusive of land, buildings, &c. The price, there- 
fore, is of a very varying and uncertain rate. 

" The sums raised for the relief of the poor, from the 1st 
of January 1821 to the Slst of March 1826, amounted to 
88752. ISs, 8d. The paupers relieved were eighty-seven 
whites, and ninety coloured persons. 

** The free black and coloured population is stated as fol- 
lows :— 1st of January 1821, 6121 males, 6989 females ; in 
all, 13,060 : 1st of January 1826, 7155 males, 7970females; 
in all, 15,125 : showing an increase of 2065, from which, if 
444, the number of manumissions in that time, be deducted, 
it leaves an increase of 1621 by natural means, being at the 
rate of upwards of two per cent, per annum. The births, 
however, in those years are given as 3450, the d^ths as only 
1460, leaving an excess of births over deaths of 1990, which^ 
if correct, would exhibit a still higher rate of increase, amount- 
ihg to 2i per cent per annum. 
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** There is also an enumeration of the Slave population for 
the six years in question, which betrays some very strange 
facts. The total amounts of the successive years, be^nning 
with 1821 , are as follows:— 66,162; 63,099; 63,076; 65,037; 
63,432; 62,588. If any dependence could be placed. oh 
these returns, and if we could assume that there had been 
no itnportations, the irregularities would still be very extra- 
ordinary. On this point light may be thrown hereafter. In 
the details of the above enumeration, however, we have, as 
it appears to us,' clear and irrefragable presumptions off a 
frightful waste of human life, and of the continuance, of large 
importations. In 1821 the males amounted to 58,634, the 
females only to 7628; in 1822 the males were 55,878, the 
females 7221 ; in 1823 the males were 57,134, the females 
7908 ; in 1825 the males were 50,788, the females 12,644 ; 
in 1826 the. males were 53,682, the females 8906. 

" Now in 1815, by actual registry, the numbers were 
56,684 males, and 30,668 females, being a little less than 
tzDO males to one female ; but in 1821 the proportion was 
eight males to one female, varying little in the following 
years from this proportion, except in 1825, when, all at 
once, we have an increase of 5249 femaJes^ which number is 
as suddenly decreased in 1826 by 3738. In no possible 
way we apprehend can these singular and anomalous appear- 
ances be accounted for, but on the hypothesis of an immense 
mortality and an immense importation. If the 30,668 fe- 
males of 1815, were really reduced to 7528 in 1821, the 
mortality, independent of bir|hs, and even supposing no 
women to have been imported, must have amounted to 
28,140 females in those six years ; and supposing a propor- 
tionate number of deaths to have taken place among the 
56,684 males, it would have amounted to about 42,000j 
making a total mortality of upwards of 65,000 human beings 
in six years. We admit there may be some fallacy in these 
returns, which we had not seen when the last Reporter was 
published. Still it is for those who have furnished such ap- 
palling data to give us the key to them, and to tell us how 
the sudden increase of women in 1825, and the other phe- 
nomena are to be explained. We look with much anxiety 
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to the steps which Grovernment shall take respecting the 
Mauritius. We may regard it as certain that, under the 
anomalies we have pointed out^ a mass of horrors, of which 
this country has, as yet, no conception, will be found hid- 
den. And yet it was to this colony, this Mauritius, this 
human slaughter-house, that in thslt very year of 18S5, 
the Government and Parliament of England persisted, in 
spite of every remotstrane^, by relieving the sugar- of the 
Mauritius from the protecting duty which they continued 
to levy on the ffee-grown sugar of India, to give a new 
stimulus to the growth of sugar in that colony, and to that 
multiplication -of liiurderd in which it could hot fail to issuer 
The case must be searched into. It is a case of Bloo^''^. 

*^ But it is time to cotoe to particulars. We have ^welt 
faidierto in generals. Our first illustration shall be taken 
from the estate already mentioned—Belombre. We tavfe 
now before us some lengthened details respecting Mauritius 
slavery in genei^, and this plantation in particular, of which 
we shall merely give the outline. The period to which they 
refer is the years 1821 and IBSaf." 

* Vide Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter ^ No. 45, pp. 430, 431, and 432. 

t. Ibidem, No. 44, p. 377. Vide also Uie details given in this little 
work, under the head Progress of Population in the Mauritius^ commencing 
in the 8tfa page. 



I shall now proceed directly to the task which I have 
undertaken, viz. the refutation of the' foregoing assertions 
aiid allegations, respecting the anonymous charges of hard- 
heartedness, cruelty, and murder, brought against me ; the 
four, cases of inhumanity and crime alleged to have been 
perpetrated at Belombre ; and, under the title of Vrogr^ss 
of Populathh in thi Mauritius^ the extraordinieiry accusa* 
tiond taixed up with the subject in question. 
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OF 



ANONYMOUS CHARGES. 



He must be a bold, if not a rash man, who undertakes 
to assign actions to agents of whom he has no acquaintance ; 
and to describe, at the distance of 12,000 miles, what he never 
beheld — a state of society to which he is an utter stranger. 
But that, man is entitled to another epithet, who engages, 
from^the vague reports of persons whose characters and 
motives are concealed, to fabricate, out of the roost , dis- 
cordant materials, criminal charges ag^ip^t individuals and 
communities at the other extremity of the Globe., Besides 
mistakes arising in such situations, from the imperfection 
of intelligence, and mere glimpses of the subject, he must 
receive such information as will generally be fqund th^ very 
reverse of truth. He may be led to believe that his 
informants are highly meritorious, while their only remark- 
able quality is. unbounded profligacy; and he may be led 
to attack, as the pests of society, those very individualsr 
whose conduct and perseverance have made them remarkable 
for conferring on those communities the grieatest benefits 
in their power. Such are the sources^, and $uch is.the 
disare{)uta]btle nature of the allegations made by the anony. 
mous ymter, in the Anti-Slave fyi Monthh/ fieporfer^ again^^ 
Sir Robert Farquhar, his friend«, tfee Colony pf Mauritius^ 
apd, as J trust to prove more .especially, of those agaiiist 
me individually. 
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During the last twenty years, Mauritius has experienced 
many vicisi^tudes in its Government and in it's fortune* 
Under Frmice, this island was in a state of high prosperity, 
and before its change of sovereignty, was favoured by the 
Mother country in the remiSssion of duties on its produce ; 
as the Island of Bourbon, within sight of its shores, is at 
present After the capitulation of Mauritius in 1810, the 
inhabitants were not only reconciled to their new govern- 
ment by the benign administration of Governor Farquhar, 
during thirteen years of unwearied attention to their interests, 
but their preference and attachment were won to England, 
notwithstanding their powerful ties of consanguinity with 
France ; and though the chief sources of industry, of com- 
merce, and of riches, were closed in a day, by the capture 
of all shipping, and by their transfer to a foreign dominion ; 
while nearly all the convertible capital of the Island was 
reduced to ashes at Port-Louis. 

In 1817, Governor Farquhar went to England for his 
health. The printed papers of the House of Commons 
contain the correspondence of the local Government of 
Mauritius for 1818. With unfeigned regret, in self-defence, 
I am compelled to refer to these documents after such a 
lapse of years, when the remembrance of the events they 
detail would willingly have been buried in oblivion ; but it 
is necessary to show the origin of the calumnies circulated in 
that year; calumnies that were renewed in London, in 
1819; again brought forward, in 1825 ; aiid since, in 18^9 ; 
notwithstanding their repeated disproval. 

In the- investigations which took place at that time, in 
Downing Street, as to what was passing at Mauritius, it 
could not escape the discernment of the minister, that, in 
the reports, a distorted shape had been given to every event. 
The judges and officers who had been suspended by the 
Ideal authority in 1818, were restored to their places ; and 
the Governor who succeeded repaired, to the utmost of his 
power, the errors that had occurred. 

Unprovoked aspersions being propagated againSt me in 
li^ondon, by persons removed from hence; the council to 
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the Colonial Office sent a letter of inquiry, regatding. the 
Jacts, to the late Chief Judge Smith, da^ 24th November, 
18£0. To this letter, the judge returned ail »iswer, oa 
the 1st July, 1821. The extract from this reply, con- 
tained in the Appendix**, shows what -were the calumnies 
then uttered in London, and the manner in w^ich they 
were refuted. His testimony was the more valuable, because 
he passed most of his leisure hours at Belombre, from the 
year 1818, till his death, in August 1823. That talented 
and accomplished gentleman, after having been Chief 
Judge in different Islands in the West Indies, was selected 
to^ the exercise of the highest judicial functions at Mauritius, 
pn account of his zeal, ability, and moral courage in putting 
into severe, execution, the laws for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade; and, moreover, he was chosoi at the express 
^stance of that party in Parliament which had triumphantly 
accomplished the abolidon of the Slave Trade. 

Tranquillity being restored, the internal prosperity of the 
Island began to revive ; and ministers did every thing in 
their power, by successive orders in Coundl from year to 
year, to promote its commerce and industry. In 1824, the 
$tubject was^ brought before Parliament, ^vith the view of 
enabling the Colony to profit by its resources ; and Mau- 
ritiqs, on this account, became the object of renewed attack 
pn the part of its calumniators. The Legislature, in 1825, 
finally developed a wider scope of prosperity, by removing 
commercial restrictions which had remained a badge of con- 
quest on Mauritius ; its produce was placed Pn the footing 
of that of other British C(dpmes, and admitted to home 
consumption,, Siace this act of justice was; rendered, the 
island has been the butt of unceasing persecution, both in 
and out of Parliament. The member for Weymouth was! 
led in that year, without previous notice, to make a personal 
attack, inf the House of Commons, upon Sir Robert 
Farqujiar and some of his successors in the Government 
of Mauritius, and also on myself. This attack was chiefly 

* r 

* Fide extract in the Appendix. 
D 
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grounded 'upon testimony collected by a discarded officer of 
•pblic^ of Fort-Louis, who ba4 tampered with Hig»H3oa. 
and Kendrick ; the one a sergeant^ and the otb^r a corporal, 
broken to the ranka by Courts*martial : who, on tbeii: 
discharge from tj|ie army, being employed as overseers. of 
convicts, were dismissed from this humble station by the 
local Government, for incorrigible drunkenness, and crudity 
in flog^Qg the convicts under their orders. These twa 
witnesses, on the point of departure to New South Wales, 
were brought up to London on official applicaticm. to the 
Secretary of State, expressly for the purpose of giving 
evidence before the ^* Select Committee of the Home of 
Commons.'^ This Committee had been appointed in 1805, 
at the instance of the member for Weymouth ; its object 
was to examine fully into his allegations, but it did not 
meet tUl the ensuing sesaon ; so that ample time was given 
to mature his plans and to marshal his witnesses. 

Early in the year 1826, the same Committee investigated 
our Colonial affairs, under the presidency of Mr. Buxton 
himself; and after the examination of the evidence he 
adduced, its report was ordered, by the House of Commons, 
to be printed, on the 26th February, 18£7. " The Com- 
mittee, after having fully entered into the very important 
and extensive inquiry confided to it; and after having 
expressed thdr satisfaction that every facility of investigation 
had been furnished it by Goverament, for effectually bring^^ 
ing the affair to a close,^ published such unquestionable 
evidence of subornation, conspiracy, and peijury in the 
witnesses brought forward (although no testimony was 
sought for the purpose of invalidating or controverting the 
evidence thus adduced) by the accuser, as affected even the 
pre^dent himself, and, it is said, pbliged him to retire for a 
time from public life. 

But although the champion of the party was checked by 
the said exposure in the Select Committee, and would no 
Ipngpr bc^ -its organ, in pursuing, with such supporters ar 
Higginson and Kendrick, the people of Mauritius, its Go- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




19 

yerfiors, and 'mysdf, yet thosfe behind the scene nw[^ «4ktj 
allowed the materials they had collected for proving the 
]eged charges quietly to sink into ^* the tomb of all the Ca- 
pulets."" Having failed in findings in high life, another 
orator to advocate a caiise so groundless, the anonymous or- 
gaa of the party has puWished the evidence^ as he presumes 
to call it, in the Anti-Slavery MbntMy Reporter. The 
upper ranks having treated the first attack and its failure 
with contempt, ke has now tried the effect of excitement on 
the rabUe, to whom alone such a composition could be ad« 
dressed, with the hope of being read or believed. 

Two separate inquiries i» Mauritius, on the same subject 
T^ith that pursued by the Committee of the House in 18^^ 
were ordered to be instituted, by His Miajesty'^s ministers, 
for ascertaining the truth. The first inquiry was conducted 
by the local Government, without the knowledge of the per- 
sons accused, and was held on the very spot where it was 
alleged the crimes had be«i committed. Their Report was 
^ten into Parliament in 1837, and thus again unequivocsll 
proofs were produced of the falsity of the depbsitions itiade 
• brfore the Loid Mayor, and afterwards detailed piecemeal 
by Higginson and Eendrick beforie the Select Committee, 
The miBut^ of' this most conclusive evidence, and the c6r- 
reqpoodence of th6 local Government with th^ Colonial Ofiice 
regarding it, were also prints, by order of the House, pa 
the 16th Febriiary, 1827; The depositions annexed to that 
report estaWish the perjury on whieh the allegations against 
me were founded, for they were the sworn evidence of the 
very persons to whose authority Higginsoti and Keftdrick 
had appealed for corroboration. Were it necessary to pursue' 
this subject further, a third proof of their being forswdm 
appears by reference to a separate source of evidence in the 
authentic records of the public offices ; it was shown, by the 
Reg^ters of the Police Magistrate and of the Prisons, that 
one of the witnesses^ Kendrick, was immured in gaol at Port*; 
Louis^ for b»3-crimes and-cruflties, at' the very moment when, 
by hisreccnrded datb,'he'waiS witnesffltig tbe-m6st atrocious 
infractions of the laws at Belombre, at a distance of thirty-six 
miles from his prison. 
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It might reasonably have been expected, that when thos^ 
flagitious perjuries — attacking unawares the conduct of Goi 
vernment and the reputations of individuals, dearer than life 
'• — were a second and a third time officially and judicially ex- 
posed, without the parties impugned having at any time been 
called upon, publicly or privately, to say a word on the sub- 
ject, that the refuted calumnies might have been fairly attri- 
buted to their real authors by the gentleman who had Unad- 
visedly given them utterance in Parliament; and that in 
his place he might have confessed the deception practised 
upon him by men, with whose principles, I 6till believe, his 
heart feels no sympathy. In this exvectation, as my name 
had been so wantonly, irregularly, and prominently brought 
forward, in the debates in May 1825, 1 addressed a letter* to 
him, requesting such an avowal as a candid man would not, 
and a just man could not, refuse, when convinced bf his 
error. To this request no written reply has been received ; 
but the person who presented my letter was told by him, 
that he was ready to comply with my demand when his 
mind should be satisfied of my innocence, by the Report of 
His Majesty^s Commissioners of Inquiry, who were at that * 
time on their passage to Mauritius. 

The third investigation was conducted by the Commis- 
sioners of Inquiry, Major Colebrook and Mr. Blair, during 
the years 1827 and 1828. They listened" to the statements 
and grievances bf every man, bond or free ; investigated al\ 
kinds of information, and received it from all quarters, eveii 
the most notoriously polluted. They made, in my absence, 
and without my knowledge, a special visit to Belombre, and 
it was the only estate in the island they did visit. They 
instituted a correspondence with myself; the most miniite' 
inquiry was made, not only Regarding my public and my 
private conduct, but likewise respecting the opinions I tnight 
have held or expressed to the (Jovernor, or to the public, at 
home or abroad, for the eighteen preceding years. Every 
transaction was sifted with the mbst sensitive vigilance. A 
person who boasted of being accredited by them, and in thdr 

* Fide cof y of this letter in the Appendix. 
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pay, M. Marcenajr— a discarded public servant, who expect- 
ed to be reinstated for his services — furnished what he callecj 
evidence, and, like his accomplice in England, endeavoured 
to suborn witnesses against me. The evidence of this fa^it 
was mentioned to the Commissioners of Inquiry at Mauri- 
tius,, and it exists in Europe. No doubt the Report of the 
Commissioners will be published, so that the member for 
Weymouth will have, I trust, no further excuse for defer- 
ring the redemption of his pledge. Had it been sooner re- 
deemed-— as it ought, in furness, to have been done — I should 
have been left in tranquillity, and the anonymous attempt by 
the Anti-Slavery Reporter to disgrace me before the Britisli 
public would never have been made, and we should never 
have heard of his 350 witnesses. If the Reporter had fur- 
nished the names of these persons, it is not improbable that 
jthe records of the Police and of the regimental Courts-Mar- 
tial might, as in the cases of Higginson and Eendrick, ex- 
hibit a statement, of their morality, and furnish a measure to 
estimate the value of their testimony ; as their names are 
Jcept secret, we may judge of their credibility by the sample 
already producedon the same side, where the proofs of per- 
jury were published by order of Government. 
. The allegations of the Reporter^ if seriously examined, 
could lead astray none but persons of little discernment ; yet 
it is desirable that the party, to which he appears to belong, 
should themselves be undeceived as to the conduct of .those 
he has attacked. This party comprises many who would 
spurn the Jesuitical maxim " of doing evil that good may 
come,'* and refuse the. aid of falsehood in support of their 
system, although they consider its stability and success con- 
nected with the dearest interests of humanity. To, undeceive 
such persons by showing that he who is held forth, so promi- 
nently as a monster of cruelty, was, on the contrary, busily 
and practipally engaged, at the very time the accusation is 
laid, in measures calculated to improve the state of Colonial 
Society, is my object. In doing so, it becomes necessary, 
however reluctant I feel, to speak on many points connected 
with domestic life,, as well as to mention circumstances and 
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facts, which, though well known in Maui^ius, are misappre^ 
handed bj many respectable individuals in Great Britain. 

It is superfluous, in a matter of graver import, to notice 
the opinion of the Reporter, that it is a stigma on a Colonial 
Governor to have in his family an extenrive holder of colo- 
nial property, because such a person must necessarily be 
deeply interested in upholding the very worst evils of slavery ; 
yet so many of those, to whom such a tract is addressed, look 
to the name, and so few to the meaning, that, by the appeU 
lation of a colonial proprietor, though not inconsistent with 
the most stainless rectitude of life, it is attempted to convey 
an impression of something inimical to morals, and Injurious 
to society ; and when such a meaning is, from illusory mo- 
tives, given by those who, in thf opinion of the multitude, 
never act without exercising their judgment, it will go far to 
blast the fortune and fair fame of the most innocent indivi- 
dual, who may happen to become the subject of persecution. 
Writings of this nature — when the inconsistencies are such 
as not to he discovered without that fatigue of attention of 
which most men are incapable — are calculated for wide cir- 
culation ; they are susceptible of all the colourings of fancy ; 
they gratify the prevalent taste for prodigies and chimeras ; 
and they satisfy the malignity, without disturbing the in- 
dolence, of a portion of the reading public. The refuta- 
tion of sadti inconsistencies, dre$sed in the homely garb of 
truth, is apt to be proportionably tiresome ; only the real 
friends of humanity can be expected to read it through ; 
yet the judgment of such will more than counterbalance the' 
thoughtless censure of the frivolous and of the unreflecting. 

In cases of accusation, the burden of prx)of necessarily 
lies with the person who makes it To call upon the defend- 
ant to prove a negative, is gratuitously to throw an unne- 
cessary, and, in most cases, an insuperable difficulty in 
the way of investigation. In the present question tiie 
allegations are loose and declamatory; no precise ccw^ can 
he made out Indeed, to look to the accuser for proof, 
would be to put off my refutation for ever. There is no 
tQternative, then, but for the person accused without proof. 
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to appeal to the £icts and records of past events ; and to 
the principles which were indisputably acted on at the period 
and place selected, and see how far they accord with thg 
fanciful pictures the accuser has exhibited. 

The surest testimony that can be transmitted from disUiot 
places of what has been done in times past, is that which 
was written when th6 events occurred. Happily, I possess 
a mass df such evidence as no perversity of mind can resist ; 
and so many independent testimonies, that the only dif- 
ficulty is to select and condense them into bounds not too 
diffuse for perusal. Their authenticity cannot be questioned ; 
some parts were, ^ontiAry to my wishes, printed in London 
land Edinburgh, in the very years cited by the Reporter, 
and are thus placed beyond the reach of variation; and 
'some consist of private correspondence. Where there is no 
point of approximation or contact between the unknown 
jaccuser and the person dragged unawares before the public, 
there can be no effectual refutation without recurring . to 
such docuriients ; and however unwillingly many things, 
written in familiar and friendly intercourse, are thus exposed 
for a foreign and unpremeditated purpose, their publication 
will be pardoned from its necesity. 'To connect these testi- 
ttionies, it will be necessary once more to look back, and to 
take a cursory view of the state and progress of this colony 
since it became a British possession. 

On my first landing, in 1811, at Mauritius, I travelled 
over the island, and was struck with the comparative neglect 
in which its soil was left; while Bourbon, which I had just 
quitted, was beautifully cultivated with the hoe as a spice 
garden. In neither of these fertile colonies, had any 
attention been paid to the improvements in manufactures, 
mechanics, agriculture, or chemistry, which so strikingly 
accelerate the progress of European industry. There were 
not wanting many distinguished inhabitants whose talents and 
acquirements might have been exerted to improve the pro- 
ducts of the soil, and to abridge human labour, had their 
attention been turned to theise points. But, commerce wais 
till then almost the sole occupation for industry, enterprise. 
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and the employment of capital. The cap^ur^ of all shipping 
iu|val and mercantile, the change of dominion, and the 
cdntiniiance of war, threw the inhaUtaQts out of ocQupation 
for their means and industry ; the moment was propitious 
for turning their activity from the channel of commerce, 
which was so suddenly and effectually closed, to the improve- 
;ment of the iotemal resources of the island. 

The agricultural interests of Mauritius, and their connec- 
tion with its moral condition, became the object of my 
unwearied curiosity. I continually added to n)y store of 
facta and observations. By constant attention, I hoped to 
become thoroughly master of the subject of the internal 
administration of the colonies — which i bad never seeii 
satisfactorily treat^-^and to make a summary of their 
local and domestic relations, containing all the knowledge 
which the state of science and of the arts of the age migh^ 
furnish. I amassed notes respecting all that was known on 
these topics; all that was conjectured as useful or hurtful ; 
indeed, all that might reasonably be anticipated in the 
progress of colonial society. I found, on a near view of 
the general aspect of the population at Mauritius, much to 
encourage me ; mildness of dominion in the highest class> 
and slavery, losing its rigour and its indocility, becoming 
gradually more tractable; the master, far from being a 
tyrant, or the slave a rebel ; the former, though poor, from 
not knowing the most profitable modes of husbandry, con* 
tented with his lot ; the latter, enduring no great hardships, 
and being humanely treated, had few fears, and he occa- 
sioned still fewer. 

As my knowledge of the colony became more mature and 
practical, the desire grew to try how far my theories could 
be realized; and for this reason I became a colonial pro- 
prietor. Belombre was chosen for making this experiment^ 
which promised to be equally beneficial to the Master and 
to the Slaver I had some friends who were animated by 
similar feelings ; and, though warned by prudential motives^ 
I was encoiu<aged to the trial, by all the highest and most 
respectable persons in. society. It was desirable to make 
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the trial on a fit scale, and a fco-partnership offered the 
union of intellect, and of consolidating capital, with the 
employment of physical activity — the choice of my associates 
appeared advantageous to such persons as were acquainted 
with their characters— ^nd the united efforts of four gen« 
tlemen, instructed and zealous in their different lines^ 
augured more certain and extensive results than the.indi-vidual 
employment of proportional capital was likely to produce; 
A cooperation was thus made upon a broad and fir^ 
foundation. Major Waugh, of the Honourable Company^s 
service, ^ho had held offices of the highest'trust in India, 
And in Mauritius, as Colonial Auditor and Paymaster 
.Gene^VLl and Treasurer, took charge of the accounts of the 
estate.: Captain Lesage, of the 22nd Regiment — ^who had 
been remarked at the conquest of the island, andwhodis^ 
tinguished himself under the deputation of Sir R. Farquhar, 
by his intrepidity in seizing and capturing slave vessels, 
•imder circumstances of great personal danger, and pursuing 
the culprits, at much expense, to condemnBtic^;^; and who 
happily concluded the preliminary treaty with Madagascar^ 
for abolishing the slave trade— brought his capital and 
industry into the common stock: Mr Blancard, the Chief 
Magistrate of the district, who was acquainted with th^ 
colonial laws, and with the manners, treatment^ and Ian- 
guage of the Blacks, was the mana^ng partner. The 
whole establishment was under my controul, and the problem 
I undertook experimentally to solve, for the general interest 
of the population, bond and free, was, that the produce of , 
.the estate would be augmented, and the state of both of ^ 
these classes meliorated, in proportion as the land was culti- 
. vated, to the best advantage, by machinery and agricultural 
implements, with the greatest number of working cattle;, 
and the smallest number of Slaves. Thus, then, our chief 
object was to adapt the most perfect system of European 
husbandry to tropical cultivation ; and, while nMiltiplymg 
our produce, by these means, to raise the ^aves to the 
' physical and moral level of English farm servants— to 
make them peaceful, laborious, patierit, dutiful, intelligent. 
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and rdigiou&--->and to fit them uitihiately for freedom: 
In the planning of all work, the first attention was giren to 
the nature of the primum mobile^ the primary grand agent ; 
an elementary one, such as water, wind, steam, or gun- 
powderS being always preferred to animiEd labour ; and 
animal labour, in all possible cases, to that of man. 

The cultivation of nutmegs, cloves, cotton, and cotFee, on 
a very limited scale, had been carried on with the hoe ; for 
the plough and the spade were unknown. In choosing the 
staple produce for Belombre, the sugar-cane seemed best 
adapted for giving full scope to the intelligence of the Slave, 
itnd for enabling us to dispense with his physical force, except 
in the applicalion of mechanical power. The manufiK;ture 
of sugar, though rude in many countries, had in others at- 
oned a certain perfection ; but even in its most perfect mani- 
pulation far behind other chemical processes. By limiting 
our efforts to this object of profitable culture, and admitting 
no other except provisions for our own consumption, the plah 
might be conducted on a large scale, and exhibit proportion- 
ate results. The task of individually could be simplified-^ 
employment could be subdivided — ^work could be quickly 
executed — and we could provide, on the spot, the various 
und indispensable materials requisite for labour. 

In giving prrference to sugar-planting, and in viewing ite 
probable results as to profit, I had left out of calculation the 
possibility of the produce being shut out from consumption ; 
it did not enter into my contemplation that the markets of 
France and England would not admit it for home use, or 
that we could not export it directly to any foreign state. 
There was no precedent of any conquered colony having been 
so repressed in its industry. Unfortunately, Mauritius was 
ilestined to exhibit the first example of the evils of this re- 
etrictive System. Sugar was produced in superabundance^ 

* Gimpowder wm used for blowing up trees In the forest, by an ingenious 
jippUcation of a short howitzer below the centre of the root, as well an hi 
Uasting rock*, instead of removbg theih, in making roadi ; the nse of Glin- 
powder for the former purpose was superseded by the Eradicator of 
Bramah. 
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and with unexampled rapidity ; but no market with which 
we had intercourse would receive it on a footing with that of 
i»ther colonies ; our fertile lands, cultivated in the best man-> 
ner, yielded not returns enough to pay even the interest of 
^ money laid out ; ouf sugars were at half the price of oats; 
some Planters fed their cattle upon them ; several abandoned 
their Works in despair; and Mauritius, abounding with the 
richest produce, was brought to the brink of ruin, by a sys^ 
tern which forbade us from our natural market. Unbound- 
ed confidence in the wisdom and ultimate justice of His 
Majesty^s Govdnment alone saved us. 

Belombre being cultivated by machinery, wherever th^ 
work was susceptible of its application, an extraordinary eccv 
nomy was made in labour ; but ^ts the system' was new, a code 
ef instructions was required for the managers and the subor- 
dinate persons employed on the estate. Such a code was 
composed in 1817, and was rendered more perfect as im« 
provements were occasionally suggested by experience. By 
this code, it was laid down as the duty of the manager to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the disposition and talehts of each 
JBjlack, and the minute details of his character and capabili- 
ties. These circumstances being re^stered in books for the 
purpose, were abstracted into the book of general descrip* 
Hon^; so that, according to the qualifications of eadi indivi* 
dual, a proper instrument might be selected for any depart- 
Client of the service, and the employment of every person 
precisely adapted to his foree and faculties. The meanert 
talents and the most feeble powers were, in this way, sure to 
find their use, and an energy from every atom of the mass 
was imparted to the operations of the whole; lo that the 
^oiployment of the people resembled that of a madbine of 
the greatest powers, duly balanced, and distributed, to the 
best advantage. 

* This book is cbioBy in the hand-wiiting of Capftain Begbie, Jof His 
Majesty> S^nd Regiment, who comiQanded the detachment of the post m$. 
Belombre, in 1820, and who for many months assisted me In examining 
the Blacks in person, and in recording every circumstance that could be 
hiteresting in their history, adventures, character, aid cflunezions. 
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Havirtggiveta the above general vieW, I shall now enterv 
into the details of 9 Planter'^s life, at least as it was passed 
during my fixed residence at Belombre, from August 1819 
till June 1820, as well as during my frequent visits to that 
estate, of days and weeks at a time, both before and subse-r 
quent to the above dates. 

' sin Mauritius, daybreak is announced by the morning gun» 
of the batteries and squadron, and, immediately afterwards^ 
by the ringing of the bells on the habitations of ^the Planters, 
which is continued about a quarter of an hour. The Black^k 
assemble, answer to their names as they fall into thw respec- 
tive bands, and after^prayers (at least. on my, estates) march 
off to their tasks, generally eating their luticheon by the .way; 
Their commanders — of whom there is one for every squa^ 
of twenty Negroes — accompany the Slaves. A whip was 
formerly carried by each of them, not for indiscriminate pu- 
nishment, but as a symbol, of authority, to be used like a con-. 
stable^s staff in a riot, in cases where a show of discipline and 
of power might.be required on the spot, and under the eye 
of the white overseer, who was always moving from band.tp 
band. I may here remark, that in 1817, instead of the whip^ 
I substituted the short trumpet, used for flank .company 
movements of regiments, and the boatswain^s pipe. At the 
sound of those instruments, each band went to its appro- 
priate workshop in the village, to the mill, to the forest, to 
the garden,. or to. the field; and the work of each man being 
suited to his strength and capacity, while all kinds of facili* 
ties were yielded, the labourof Belombre becamemere rou* 
tine* The more aspiring,, attentive, and intelligent workmen 
acted as superintendents ; while all manual operations were 
performed by the mass of the unambitious and untliinking 
Slaves. But I must leave off this digression. 

At half-past seven o^clock, the Blacks were summoned . to 
breakfast by the great beQs, as at break of day. At half- 
past eight, their meal being finished, the ringing again, com- 
menced, the people returned to their respective duties, and 
remained till mid-day. They were then recalled by the bells 
to dine, and to repose until two o'clock, or even later. The 
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greiat bells, far the third time, summoned. tl^em to kbourj, 
-which was resumed, and continued by each man till his task 
'Ivas performed, and by those not on task-wotk, whilst day- 
light lasted. Before the evening gun had fired Retreat, or 
RoIl-Call, the bells again assembled the Negroes for devo- 
tion, and thus the day terminated. 

The history of one day is applicable to every day of the 
year, except Sundays and holidays, and when rains or tem^, 
. pestuous weather kept the people in their respective houses 
6r workshops. In the latter case, the men employed them- 
selves profitably in light task-work — shingle making, the ma- 
nufacture of sugar mats, and splitting the dried leaves of the 
screw-pine (pandanits vakoa) and polishing them by fric-^ 
tion with a smooth stone. Their wives and children worked 
these prepared leaves into mats for drying sugar upon, or 
manufactured them into sacks for the transport of sugar froni 
Mauritius ; each furnishing a certain number daily. Night 
labour was not known at Belombre. 

In 1818, we had 1^ acres of sugar-cane planted by the 
plough, or, as the Blacks call it^ phche de hcsivf^ the hoe of 
the ox : on which, contrary to former practice, there was 
not one hour of manual labour bestowed by the Slave.- 
This crop was cut in 1819, and was more abundant than 
what had beeti obtained during the old plan ' of cultivation 
by the hoe. In 1821, there were 176 acres planted after 
three ploughings of the land, in the mode pointed out by 
General Bateson, with the exception of ten acres on the old 
system, and our working oxen amounted to 184; so that 
neither man nor beast was over-worked. 

The adoption of tasks, whenever practicable, augmented 
the amount of work performed, and simplified the duties 
of the overseer, who had only to see that the task was 
done in a workman-like manner. Many of the more 
bandy Negroes could perform their portion biefore four 
o'*clock, and some even before two oVlock, p. m. Such 
individuals never required correction; their industry kept 
them from rioting and quarrelling. Disorderly individuals 
aione — who, from caprice, indulgence in strong liquors, or 
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jealoufiy, wou^d neither work nor suffer tfaeir companions to 
work^or who behftved with cruelty to the working cattle^ 
required, and that was but seldom, the intervention of justiee 
on the field, A jury, consisting of those Blacks who withessed 
the misconduct of the delinquent, was instantly empanneled ; 
and their verdict, generally given in a few minutes, put 
an end to all diq>utes, and invariably required mitigation 
on the part of die manager. ^ Corporeal correction was 
seldom inflicted ; for the most effectual means of* dvilizing 
these people was to deprive them of their amusements, and 
not' to allow them more leisure than was necessary for sleeps 
taking food, and recovering from fatigue-~^fatigue which 
could not be excessive, since it consisted in the performance 
of a task suited to^eadi person^s strength. 

The only certain means by which a master can influence 
the conduct of his servants, are punishments and rewards. 
Experience confirmed my anticipation of the superiority of 
the latter; and, in this view, every thing we could imagine 
was done to exdte emulation among the Blacks, particularly 
by public trials of skill in ploughing, reaping, mowing, 
sowing, &c. ; and we were satisfied that the greatest ardour 
and energy were produced by the system of remuneration. 
A man actuated by the hope of reward labours cheerfully, 
and finds that be possesses powers of which he was not 
before aware. 

The only regular punishment I recollect to have seen at 
Belombre was that of two Blacks^ for repeated hoUse-breakx 
ing and stealing, as is more particularly detailed under the 
6th head, Punishments. Let us now proceed to notice the 
charges, one by one. 

1. Huts. — That the houses of the Slaves at Belombre were 
of the best description, will be proved by reference to the 
documents in the Appendix* From its earliest establisb:.^ 
meat, this estate had been in the hands of rich, and eveni 
noble proprietors, who had indulged their taste in the 
luxury of building, even to excess; so that its numerous 
edifices, of all kinds, yield to none in solidity, extent, and 
(X>nveniences; and, in reference to Colonial life, in magnifi*. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31 

<^iice. The hospital for the Blacks, with its broad and aix^ 
vir^ada, is a spadious building, imd is situated at the.mouth 
of the me^^CUroniergi and.on. the.sea ade. It .had been 
the m^mmn of a recent respectable proprietor, and v» 
sqrraunded with offices, out*>hous«si[, kitchens, and every 
requisite convenience. The house of the chief Black 
commander had formerly been the residence of a weidlhy 
^ntleman, the father*in-law to the present. celebrated Count 
Dupuy, who at one time .was Crovernor of Mauritius. The 
church, which also served as the school, had been a 
mug^zine; it was arranged, painted, and furnished, with a 
pulpit,, tables, benches, &o. ; and its walls were decorated 
with the progressive lesssons used in theLancasterian. system^ 
I n^yself would not have built such expensive edifices for the 
above-mentioned purposes; but I did rebuild the whole 
village for the Blacks, or the Camp, in the years 1817, 
1818, and 1819; not because the ' houses . were bad, but 
because, from its situation, the village was exposed to the 
malaria of an adjoining marsh. Therefore, the site of the 
village was changed-*-^ more airy position wasxhosen-^a re- 
gular village with straight streets was laid out-— houses were 
gradually built — and, as soon as habitable, they were taken 
possession of by the Slaves, as will be developed hereafter. 
Agreeably to my plan, to the mother of each family was 
given the right of occupancy and the exclusive property of 
a hou3e and its chattels* 

No Black* could at any time be without shelter at Belong 
bre ; for even if he left his house, in consequence of a quarrel 
with his family, from intoxication, or from a.rambling dispo* 
sitipn, he had always a ready and secure retreat in the vacant 
open. chambers. of , the hospital, in the hospital. kitchen, or. in 
the:viranda9 which afforded spacbus shdter against rmn as 
well as wiod, firom allquarters* 

, But without these adventitious accommodations^ there was 
ajl^^ays ^superabundance, of room for the Blacks in their own 
C<]f^^. . Many being employed, under the ^igineer, as saw*, 
yera aud carpenters, at a d^tance in the forest, had there a 
l^ bouse adjoining, besides houses in the village; and. as 
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the building of the new village required some years, as th^ 
old houses were not taken down till the new ones were inha^ 
bited, it often occurred that a family possessed a house in 
each of the establishments, the old Camp and the neytf^amp^ 
at the same time, besides a hut at their cantonment in the 
woods. 

In refutation, therefore, of the first charge of inadequate, 
or rather miserable houses for the Bkcks'at Belombre, in the 
years 18£1 and 18^2, or at any other period, I have only to 
state one simple and irresistible truth, viz. that iny Negroes, 
on that estate, were always not only well lodged, but supe^ 
riorly accommodated-^^ truth which is supported by the 
evidence and testimonies oi many of the most respectable 
civil and military officers and gentlemen in this colony, who 
visited that establishment at different epochs ; and also by the 
testimonial of Captain Lesage, who superintended the re- 
moval of the Campy and of Mr. Warwick, the civil engineer, 
who was attached to Belombre in the several years mentioned 
by the Reporter^ 

2« CLOTHTNG.^-The second charge is, that the Blacks at 
Belombre were badly clothed. 

The Slaves had their regular clothing twice a year, viz, oa 
New Year^&-day and in the beginning of July. When wholq 
suits were given at a time, some were accustomed to sell to 
the Blacks of neighbouring estates whatever they did not want 
themselves for present use. Therefore, it was found neces- 
sary to supply them piecemeal, as the articles were required. 

The clothing was ample, and consisted chiefly of Indian 
blue and white cloth for shirts, petticoats, and trowsers ; of 
Madras handkerchiefs, as articles of light wearing for the 
heads of the women ; and of woollen foraging caps for the 
men. Besides, the Slaves wh(o were exposed to the weather 
had hats, made of the cocoa-nut leaf, and jackets of the thick 
woollen cloth of India called cumlies. The higher Masses 
were provided with great-coats, such as are used by English 
^diers, and the commanders were distinguished by unifcMrms 
iof English blue cloth — in fact, in 1819, by dragoon jackets, 
ai:ith distinctive signs attached, like the fringes and chevrons 
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of Serjeants and corporals; by cavalry caps, woollen caps^ 
lind' Scotdi bonnets. There was a yearly . distribution of 
blankets, or cumlieSf to each house, and a quantity of flannel 
or guernsey knitted woollen frocks was g^ven to the women, 
and to delicate persons of either sex. White and checkered 
shirts from England, duck trowsers, thin woollen kersey for 
women^s petticoats, and a variety of clothing for the use of 
the Blacks were always abundantly kept in store. Even 
now, not less than five hundred suits, entirely of English 
manufacture, remain in the magazine since the last distribu- 
tion of clothes to my Slaves. « 

I may remark, that want of clothing for the Slaves can 
rarely be a just cause of general reprehension in this mild 
•climate. Indeed, many of the Mozambique and Caffre 
Slaves, would think it a punishment Were th^ obliged to 
wear more clothing than is necessary for the sake of decency. 
At the same time, it must be allowed, that some among the 
Creole castes^ having a great fondness for finery, lavish their 
earnings for the decoration of their persons. 

For the verification of these statements the reader is refer^ 
red to the evidence, and to the accounts of goods paid for the 
Belombre Blacks, contained in the Appendix. 

3. Bfios. — Granting the charge were true, that the Slaves 
had no beds at Belombre, I would not have the smallest un- 
enaness of conscience — not one disagreeable reflection on 
that score. In hot climates, it is notorious to every well- 
informed person, that it is heat and not cold that requires to 
be obviated ; and that the beds and bddding of all ranks of 
society are very simple. In many countries of Asia, and 
especially in India, do not both natives and foreigners reckon 
it a great luxury to lie down upon mats, placed upon the flat 
roofs of their houses, and to sleep in the open air, unde^ a 
calm and cloudless sky? In the Mauritius during the 
greater part of the year, had the houses flat roofs, the Slaves 
would gladly* profit by such a convenience. The inhabitants 
foUow it, at times, to a certain extent, :by spreading mats 
uf)on cane-bottomed sofas, placed in open virandas, and 
in' large airy rooms ? And are not free servants, as well as 

s 
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domestic Slaves, delighted when they obCaih their maiitelr^fi 
permisfiion to quit their lodgings, and to repose upon mats 
G^yread upon the stone floors of the virandas ? Would it not 
be torture for the natives of a hot, or even of a moderately 
hot climate, such as ours, to be obliged to sleep upon a down 
bed, a feather bed, or even upon a cotton or a hair nmttress, 
and to be covered with blankets or heavy counterpanes? 
Could it, therefore, be reckoned a hardship to the, Slaves of 
Selombre— *oir I may rather say, of Mauritiu»-4f they had 
been necessitated to pass the sultry nights of a tropical 
climate upon mats spread upon the ground, where.it is often 
dry for weeks and months in suooesmoa ? The answer must 
be in the n^ative, ^cept during bad weather. Yet, in c<h^ 
aequenoe of sanitary regulations established on that estate, so 
desirable a luxury was^ at time% dented to the Slaves, who, 
but {or fear of being reported by the watchmen, tor disobe- 
dience in not having slept in their cottages^ would assuredly 
have often indulged their own propensity. 

Besides, such families^ Or individuals, as chose to have a 
soft couch for themadves, or for their children, during the cold 
season, had only to ccdlect the Soft and elastic reed (arundo 
pahisirisjy which px>ws in profusion in the fields adjoining 
to their habitadons, as well as in the forests ; the wild silky- 
looking cotton of the otuUier (bambetw pmULndrium)^ or 
the white and springy tops, which formed the receptacles for 
the seeds of Indian coni, of whidi there was an abundance. Hi; 
all time^ on the estate. Some who do not know the nature 
of the latter kind of mattress, bed, or coudi, may be surprised 
at the above statement ; and the best answer I can give them 
is, that, in preference to horse-hair, Eurc^)eans not unfi«N 
quently order their mattresses to be made of the said seedless 
tops of maize. 

The Reporter wad not awate of some other mos^ impor- 
tant facts : vu., that His Majesty^s soldienh— natives of Eng^ 
land, Scotland, and Irelaad — are not now allowed mattresses, 
in this fine climate ; that, at night each man places his bnards 
upon tressels, upon these boards sfK^ads his mat, Uaoket, or 
what he chooses, and then Ues down to repose ; and^ that 
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a lot of mattresses, {hUows, &c.^ which were sent here for the 
use of the SSod Bcgiineiit, were sold by public auction. 

After so much negative though cqticZuimz!!^ refutation, which 
alone would have rendered null the third acousaticHi, what will 
my accusers reply to the fdUbwing positive fai^. Who was the 
purchaser of the above mattresses and pillows ? Mr* Telfair. 
Yes, at the period that the Repmier's witnesses dared, in 
the fureseDce of Almighty God, to fix upon that my Slaves 
were inadequately supplied with beds and bed-clothes, it wiU 
be {»t>ved by public voudiers, and by numerous testimo* 
ntals, contained in the Appendix, that all of them were 
exccdkntly covered and prdtected by night and by day, and 
in the most comfortable possible manner for this climate. 
Indeed, it will be aeen by reference to cme of these vouchers, 
that, in the year 1819, not less than five hundred sets of mat- 
tresses, fallows, &c., were purchased by me, the major part 
of which were immediately distributed to iny Slaves on the 
Belombre estate, and that all were devoted to d)eir use ; £or, 
afitereach Slave had ^t his lot, there remained in the maga- 
sine as inany score of sets as supplied the hospital for years, 
as well as served to replace those which m^t with accident, 
or which, from improper conduct, were too early worn out, 
improperly disposed of by their owners, or destroyed. 

I may here remark, that the miseries of cold, hunger, smA 
want of beds and bed-clothes — though widely felt in Europe, 
where the severity of the weather and an ungrateful soil 
refuse many of the comforts gratuitously c^ered by nature 
in profusion to the inhabitants of happier climates, such as 
that of this delightful island — are scarely known here. 

I shall conclude the refutation <^ the third charge, by tlie 
old and trite remark, Fctds are siubbam ihmga ; they are 
the weapons which I shall always emfJoy to combat those 
who have wantonly circulated falsehoods intended to injure 
my reputation. 

The Reporter's aberration from truth, I suppose, must be 
put ^wn, either to bad intention, or among the inconsis- 
tencies into which men are continually betrayed, who pretend 
to give information respecting countries and climates, races 
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of. people and states of society, which they have never seen, 
and regarding which ignorance is the most conspicuous fea* 
ture in their lucubrations. 

4. Food. — The fourth charge^ taken in coni^ection with 
the Reporter*s remarks and insinuations, under other heads, 
amounts to this simple statement : The supply of food issued 
to. the Belombre Blacks was inferior in quality, and '- inade^ 
quate to the wants of nature ; or, in still plainer terms,; the 
Slaves were generally hungered, and often starved to death. 
Numerous documents bearing upon the point in question, 
which the reader will find in the Appendix, not only demon- 
strate the untruth of the Reporter's statement, but prove 
that no common attention was paid to the selection, and to 
the preparation of the food of the Belombre Blacks ; indeed, 
it will be seen, that I assiduously studied the subject, as a 
medical man, as a chemist, and as a colonial proprietor; and 
that I ever bore in mind the comfort and the health of my 
people, as well as of all who were attached to, or placed on 
my establishment, and whether bond or free. I can there- 
fore confidently assert, that the victualling of the Slaves was 
sufBdently provided for — not only by the manioc, the Indian- 
corn, the wheat, the yams, &c., grown upon the estate, and 
purchased from our n^ghbours ; by the abundance of fish 
found upon our shores ; by our live stock ; by the purchase 
of salt beef, pork, and fish ; but also by regular supplies of 
rice from Port-Louis. 

The assertions, that manioc formed the principle article of 
the diet of the Blacks, and that it is unpalatable food, and 
unsatisfying in its nature, are not correct On the contrary, 
manioc cakes form a diet not less palatable, wholesome, and 
nutritious,* than the potatoes of Ireland, or the oatmeal of 
. Scotland. They are daily used at the tables of the richest 
planters; and in England, under the name of tapioca, pre- 
pared manioc is considered a delicacy. 

On the Belombre estate, the manioc cakes were prepared 
<* I](eforehand,^ not for the sordid reasons assigned — " to 
save the time which it would require to prepare it, were it 
given to the Slaves in its raw state,, and because it became 
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less necessary to allow them a cessation of labour in order to 
their eating it'* — but for the same reasons that their rice^ 
their Indian com, and their soup were prepared, by indivi. 
duals appohited for the purpose; or, in other words j by the 
cooks for the Slaves. Sometimes, however, the Blacks did 
receive their rations^ or at least a part of them,, in raw 
manioc, as it was taken from the earth, and, at Bdombre^ 
not less than seven pounds were issued to each a-day. When 
it was prepared, the cakes were not of the size of muffins, 
but much larger, for each contained a pound weight ; and 
of these, three were i^rved to each individual, besides his 
allowance of soup, per diem. 

I mayJbere observe, that those Blacks who had raw mamoc 
rations increased their live stock, and from their surplus of 
provisionSy more rapidly than Slaves under any other system 
of diet. 

Rice and Maize were the two principal articles of nourish-^ 
ment — ^in a word, they formed the basis of the aliment-*-* 
of the Belombre Slaves, and an annual supply of 600 pounds 
of the former, or of 1000 pounds of the latter, for each 
Slave, was regularly insured. To these substantial provi- 
sions must be added .all the subsidiary supplies, as yams, 
cambards, sweet potatoes, pistachios, omimes, and other 
vegetables grown upon the estate; many of which are 
luxuries^ as will be seen by the table of them in the Ap- 
pendix. 

The mode and the rate of the distribution of food, as well 
as some notes on the subject of aliment, will be seen among 
the extracts from the hisiructionSy written for Belombre in 
1817, of which several copies have beto taken. The copy 
£rom which the documents, published in the Appendix, are 
extracted, is in the hand-writing of Mr. Ingleton, of the- 
Commissariat Department of the Army*. B^ them it will 
be found, that, for quantity and variety of nutriment, no* 
class of society could have adopted a system more conducive 

* Ao excellent and pious man, who resided at Belombre for his health 
in 1821, when he copied these papers ; shortly after which period he left 
this Colony. 
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to comfort and health. Yet, amidst the abimdanee and 
comfort enjoyed by tfa6 Slaves^ the most squalid forms «f 
human wretdiedness were at times to be seen wandenng over 
the grounds of Belombre^ in a state of apparent starvation. 
Th^ were Government Nc^o apprenlicesy who had been 
eaipture^, and who had been distributed, from time to time, 
b^ the collector of the customs at Port-Louis. On such oc- 
casions a portion of sickly and emaciated Blacks were geiK- 
nidly left on hand, whose feeding, ckithing, and general 
treatment entailed a heavy expense on the captors, or on the 
Government. To shut them up within the Government hos^ 
pital would have aggravated their misery, instead of oontri- 
buting to tbm cure. Belombre was a charitable refoge for 
them; they were brought there by our boat from Port- 
Louis, sometimes unable to walk, taken to our hosptal, and 
placed under the constant inspection of Doctor Desnoyeis, 
the resident surgeon. Soon aa they were able to cra^, their 
widh was to saunter about the grounds. This practice was, 
in some cases, found prgudidal : many suddenly sickened, 
without apparent cause; thar diseased appetites led them, 
during their wanderings, to eat indigenous wild fruits and 
seeds, of which several are poisonous. In one day fifteen 
were brought to the hoi^tal, under the narcotic influence of 
the DdiehoM Jmara, and of the Jah-opha Curcas, the 
fruit of which is tempting to the eye and pleasant to the 
taste. Afterwards, these apprentices were accompanied in 
their walks by a Slave, and thus were prevented from eating 
dny. thing but what was prepared by the hospital cook. 
Notwithstanding all our care and expense, numbers died; 
and, as a compensation, after the lapse of ten years, our hu- 
manity to free Blacks is miscontrued, by ignorant male- 
volence, into barbarity to the Sla/oe. 

Famine and starvation are found in over-peofded coun- 
tries, where the competition for employment is too great, and 
the labourer is reduced to content himself with the most 
stinted pittance for his maintenance. In the sugar colonies, 
the reverse is the case ; food is abundant and cheap, while 
the price of labour is excessively high. 
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Slavery has at kast this advaQtage in si^gar colonies; 
thoae whose lot it is, axe exaoapted from that misery to which 
the poor, in many free oountries, are exposed on the score 
of maintenaiiGe. Nather the Slavf s in the tropics, nor the 
^;ticttltural labourers in Europe, aa such, possess property ; 
they draw their subsistence frcnn the proprietors of the land ; 
who, in this mode^ pay for the produce raised by their hands. 
In every oountr; this is the only Inrth^right of the labour* 
ing poor> be they black or white. In the rich and teeming 
soils of trcqaical colonies, the variety and abundance of agri- 
cultural production exceed what can be r^sed in the less 
fertile aoUs^ and the less genial climate of Europe. The 
GQDstitulion of the Black is adfq>ted to labour with comfort 
under a vertical sun ; and his work produces a mudi greater 
surplus revenue than that of the white labourer at home. 
The labour of Slaves, being now at a monopoly price, pro- 
duces to them the same increased coi^Drt as high wages 
among the poor in Europe. Their number cannot be in- 
creased but by natural reproduction ; a process less rapid in 
savage than in civilized life, and which does not keep pace 
with the augmenting demand for laboui^. The number of 
Blacks cannot materially augment here, until the proportion 
of the sexes is equalized. The articles of sub^stence» there* 
fenre^ of a Slave in a sugar colony, being drawn from a more 
cof^us and increasing fund than that whieh supplies white 
labourers in Europe, these articles can be dealt out, as is the 
case, with a more liberal hand. In no country of Europe 
could the proprietor afford, from the produce of the land, so 
Ifgrge a supply few the maintenance of the labourer. It is far 
from my mind to speak in praise of Slavery, or of its advan- 
ti^s ; for my wish has always been to see its safe, advan- 
tageous, and ultimate extincOon; but the name has re^ 
mfcmed.in many places, whilst the substance in great part 
has vanidied. Slavery is no longer what it was in ancient 
times, or in the older days of modem colonization, when ex-t 
istence was hek] at the tenure of ^the arbitrary will of man 
«— the worst k>t of human life. Master and Slave have now 
well ascertained their redprocal duties; the laws are their 
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social compact, and are equally the protectors of each. . Iti'« 
dependent magistrates, and guardians of thfe highest and 
most disinterested character, unconnected with the pro- 
prietors, watch over and protect the interests of the cohnial 
kAourer — a more appropriate term than Slave, in the state 
to which the Negro has been raised. 

Before concluding this division of my refutation, I cannot 
but remark a >most extraordinary inconsistency into whiob 
my accusers, taken as a bodyj have fallen, in respect to the 
feeding of, and the supplies of food for my Blacks on the 
Belombre estate, which the curious inquirer may verify by 
the documents in the Appendix. In the year immediately 
preceding the epoch fixed upon, during which these Slaves 
are said to hav£ been badly fed-r-eating every species of dis. 
gusting offal and carrion which came in thar way— drinking 
large quantities of water to distend their stomachs, so as. to 
prevent the gnawinp and agonies of hunger — and, finally, 
dying of famine — the celebrated witness, Higginson, swore 
to the importation, by Mr. Telfair^s schooner, in one single 
trip, at Belombre, of 3000 bags of rice in the year 1820, 
which he saw carted from the landing place, by means of 
thirty waggons, each with six bullocks, to our magazines. 
This supply alone wi^ adequate to the consumption of all 
the Blacks^r two years ; and, as there was no other mode of 
dispojang of it, scarcity and want must have, been far dis- 
tant. Yet, in 18S1 and 182S, the foUowing years, the 
horrors of want and starvation are preached as part of my 
crimes, to those who knew neither my principles, conduct, 
nor character ; and who had no means of coming at the sober 
truth. 

The salme witness also swore to repeated similar im* 
portations of rice, which would have yielded a sufficient 
supply for years, for all the Slaves in this island. But 
enough of this peijured individual. Let us proceed to the 
next allegation. 

5. Labour.— The assertions — that'- ^^on Belombre estate 
the bell was generally rung at three in the morning,^- to 
summon the Blacks to work— that ^Hhey continued to 
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work without any interval for breakfast, and with only th^' 
interval already described (under FoonJ for dinner^ until so 
late in the evening as eight o^clock, and, on light nights, 
even an hour or two later ** — that "the diily labour ex- 
acted from the Blacks extended to from sixteen to nineteeh 
hours in the day, even out of crop^ — and that " no time 
was allowed them for breakfast" — are totally false. 

' Itdias been already remarked, that the labour of the Slaves 
in Mauritius, and I might have added of servants and even, 
of free people, commenced with the dawn of day, and that 
they had a regular fixed hour — viz, from half-past seven 
till balf>past eight o'^clock for breakfast, and. as regularly 
two hours allowed ibr dinner, repose, or amusement It 
has also bean noticed, and it will be particularly pointed out 
hereafter, that the greater part of the work, of all kinds, 
at Belombre, was executed in daily tasks — an important 
fact, of which the Reporter seems to h0e been in utter 
ignorance. Now, fearless of contradiction, I assert that the 
time of work never, in any case, exceeded eleven hours a- . 
day, and that many workmen, when they chose, could 
easily perform their respective tasks in seven hours. For 
instmce, some of the Blacks could saW 140 feet of plank 
per day, while, according to the kind o^wood to be cut, 
not more ,than^ from sixty to dghty feet were fixed upon 
as daily tasks ; sp that, far from being over-worked, little 
more than half a day'^s labour was required of my Slaves. 
The same remark is equally applicable to ploughing, planting 
of sugar-cane, sowing, reaping, &c., as to sawing of timber. 
When their tasks were finished, unless they preferred to 
receive pay for extra labour, the workmen passed the 
remainder of the day in various kinds of amusement. These 
truths demonstrate,, beyond question, that there could be 
no neces^ty for the Blacks to work in the night, on the 
Belpmbre estate; and I again assert, that there night work 
xoas entirely unknoum. At the same time, it must be 
allowed, that, from occa»onal necessity, night work is carried 
on at some estates. But there, is no more hardship in this 
practice, than in that of the breweries and disUllqries at 
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home* where a few of the workmen tftke a spell by nigfat^ 
whidhi is reoompensed by repoee during day. The gen^re^ 
work of SL plantation cannot be carried on in the night :-<- 
and, of course, never could have been carried on in Mauritius. 
The making of sugar — ^if the Reporter understands plants 
ation affidrs-— must have been the night operation he 
alluded to, though he talks of work in general. Now the 
sugar-makers, at the mill and at the sugar-house, ccnskt of 
a few hale young men, who give a preference to this duty, 
which consists in the easy processes of skimming and skippbg 
the evaporating juice of the cane ; the performance of which 
hy night is always voluntary, and is rewarded by extra 
payment 

I know nothing of the practice of curtailing the two hours 
allowed for dinner, by making the field Slaves *< to cut a 
bundle of grass or wood for the master.'* The period 
between noon and two o'clock p. m. is universally allowed to 
be the right of the Black ; this interval of labour is called 
his brehque, and, to my knowledge, is never encroached on. 
During it the Slave may go a .fishing, or taking any other 
kind of amusement he likes, without being questioned ; in* 
deed, were he deprived of this right, he would appeal to a 
magistrate. In the West Indieis, where fire-wood is used 
for the sugar-mills, and for the sugar-houses, and where 
grass, is often scorched up by exc€;ssive heat, and so rare 
as to be an object of cultivation, it may be necessary "to 
collect these articles in the way described. But in Mauritius, 
and especially at Belombre, the case is widely different. 
Only a small supply of fire- wood for the kitchens was wanted 
there, and that supply was daily brought by the carts as 
they returned from the forest. • The explanation of this 
apparent anomaly is very simple. The evaporation of cane- 
juice is eflFected by burning — not fire-wood — ^but tr($sh here, 
called bagasse; L ^., the refuse of the sugar-canes, con- 
sisting of th^ir cellular, fibrous, and woody parts — ^indeed 
of all but the expressed juice, after they have been crushed to 
dryness, in their passage between the cylinders of the sugar- 
mill. This bagasse forms so abundant a|id so powerful a 
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fud, that no olhev kind is reqinred, either for the steaoi^ 
engines or &r the botling-houses. Hence our Slaves were 
never emjdojed^ as described, in cutting wood for the 
master. 

In Manritius, the culture of grass has not been generally 
attended to, because Nature has thickly covered the island 
with different species. At all times it is in luxuriance at 
Belpmbre, where pasturage is singularly abundant, from the 
humidity of the dimata Therefore, diere was no necessity 
to encroach upon the breloque of the Blacks, by making them 
to cut grass. They never did so, at the hours asagned. 
Our cattle, in crc^time, were fed on manioc root and cane 
tops, prepared by the operation of the chaff-cutter, and also 
by steaming, after the mode practised by Mr. Curwen. In 
thf^ way home from the fields in the evening, the Blacks 
were accustomed, to cut and carry with them, bundles of 
^^ songe^ (arum esculentam), and of grass for their own 
pigs, as well as for those of the roaster ; but from the 
abundance of the latter, and the small quantity required in 
comparison of the numbq- of hands employed, ^this work 
demanded little time, and was reckoned part of thar daily 
tasks. Out o{ crop<time, our cattle were let loose in the 
adjoining luxuriant pasturage, when, of course, the cutting 
of grass was unnecessary. 

In cDop*tim&<-*which the Reporiet* characterizes as a 
season of peculiarly hard labour, instead of what it really ii$, 
** harvest home,^ and a period ot more than ordinary 
festivity — the work of the day of all the Slaves on my estates 
frequently terminated, and still terminates, by four oVIock 
in the afternoon. The task of sugar-making' — the only 
process which then goes on— consists of from nine to twelve 
boilings in the day, according to the quality of the cane- 
juice, thc^ temperature, and the dryness or humidity of the 
atmosphere. 

On condition that the Blacks completed their tasks, during 
working hours, i. ^., before assembling for evening devotion, 
they were allowed to commence work when they pleased ; 
alid not unfrequently their tasks were finished an hour, or 
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two hours before that period. The same indulgence is still 
extended to my Slaves. The Reporter also remarks, that, 
in the time of crop, the manufacture of sugar -was carried 
on by night as well as by day, and that if the Slaves ^^ fell 
asleep during their opell of night labour, they were liable to 
be severely, flogged; but sometimes so irresistible was their 
drowsiness that dieir hands were liable to be drawn into the 
mill along with the canes, and completely crushed and 
mangled.'" The wniet does not directly say that this was 
the practice of Belombre, but he does so by implication. 
For this purpose he adds, in a note — ^^ It is a curious con- 
firmation of this statement, that in the Ibt of Slaves at Be- 
lombre for the year 1819, printed by the House of Com- 
mons, on the 1st May, 18S7, No. S85, we find three of the 
Slaves described as estropi^sdes deux mains ;^ words which 
the writer translates, not lame of both hands, but, with his 
usual correctness, ^< mutilated in both hands.^ 

As for the mutilation of limbs by machinery, the Reporter 
need not have travelled farther than Manchester or Glasgow 
for daily examples ; but the fact is, that the imputation is 
groundless. The <* curious confirmation^ be speaks of, hap- 
pens to be the phrase applied in this island to persdns lame 
from leprosy, or whose limbs are paralytic from the epide- 
mic, berriberri. Had the writer been acquainted with the 
French language, which he quotes, he would have known 
that the word estropU has not such an exclu^ve meaning as 
he attaches to it ; in the dictionary he will find it illustrated 
by the phrase of " Estropi^ de la cervelle,^ which is not ap- 
plied to decapitation, but to another defect, an example of 
which his translation exhibits. 

, In reference to our mill-work, no such mutilations could 
take place. In June 1819, our agents in London sent but 
the great horizontal mill, and, iii giving detailed directions 
for its erectioh, the engineer shows the peculiar advantages, 
of this machine, whiphL.was the first erected at Mauritius^ 
The connection of the feeding rollers, and the guard of wood- 
placed across the feeding table, prevented accident to the^ 
Slaves ; even two canes could not enter, one above the other.; 
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The guard equally preV^ted the approach of the hand to 
the cylinders. 

From the above details, the Reporter's fifth charge appears 
to be destitute of all ground. 

Should it be remarked, that, in combating my opponent, 
frequently assertion is met by negation, I. must request the 
reader to peruse the various documents in the Appendix, 
which will more than bear me out in the above plain state- 
ment of naked truths. 

6. Punishments. — The Reporter opens his sixth charge 
agwnst me by the following gratuitous assertions : — " While 
the< Slaves were at work, they»were followed by drivers, and 
were continually receiving blows and lajshes, and were even 
occasionally taken out from the line and punished with twen- . 
ty or thirty lashes, and then sent back to work. But these 
opcasional inflictions Wi^ scarcely regarded in the light of 
punishinent, but merely of discipline.^ The total inconsis- 
tency of this report with the system of task- work, which,, it 
will be indisputably proved, was adopted in every branch of 
labour and industry at Belombre, might of itself demonstrate 
the total inapplicability and inutility of such severity toward 
the Slaves. But, forsooth, these ^^ occasional inflictions^^ of 
" twenty or thirty lashes** — the efiects of which, in another 
part of his rhapsody, are talked of as ^' lacerations and inci- 
sic»is^ — were not regarded " in the light of punishment, but 
merely of discipline," by the iron-hearted Planters of Mau- 
ritius. To be short, I can bestow no other appellation on 
the above allegations of the Reporter than the true on^ — 
they are falsehoods ; and I have no doubt that when the 
reader has perused the whole of this refutation, he will be 
convinced of the fact. 

_The affirmations, ^^ that the regular punishments were re- 
served on Belombre. for Sutiday'' — that Sunday" never failed 
to be. ushered in with severe floggings'" — that " the ofienders 
of the week were , reserved in chains (in which they were 
made. to work) for that day'* — and that the number of these 
offenders was generally about " thirty," and amounted, " on 
oneoccaaon, to abQut jfifty"----fQi'i^ apother illustration of a 
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kind of dimax to wfaidi the Reporter seems religiottsly at- 
tached, that of rising from allegation by a regular series qf 
grtkdistionSi and finishing in unctisguised falsehood. Under 
the semblance of truth, he carries forward his reader a 
certaiti. way, and then, by some palpable extraragance, or 
evident untruth, he excites 'suspdon, which is soon followed 
by utter disbelie£ 

On an estate, where the service of the church was regu-- 
larly performed every Sunday, in the presence of the as- 
sembled peojde, as clean in their persons as orderly in their 
' conduct, and as numerous as some village congregations in 
England, it exceeds the bounds of credulity, to believe that 
the Sabbmth was diosen for the exercise of severity toward 
my Slaves. No ; it will be seen, that Sunday was reserved 
for the service of Him to whom it especially belongs, and 
Jbr ihe distribution of rewards^ and nasi fir Me inf&c^on 
^punu/imenis. 

Beaodes, for other causes, Sunday was not anticipajted by 
the Blacks as a day of dread and horror, but of amusement 
and joy. Early in the morning thdbr accounts were settled, 
and the sum which any one of them had gained by ewira 
work was paid to him, either in ready mon^ or in faabita*- 
tion bons, or carried to his credit account in the Savings^ 
Bank, as hereafter fully explained. Those Blacks who 
mmted advancement were, with due solemnity, raised from 
lower to higher ranks ; the dresses and ornaments <£ which 
were respectively given to diem. 

Hundreds of witnesses can testify to these truths, but I 
have judged it suflident for the refutation of the Seportery 
misrepresentadons, to insert the testimonials of only a £sw 
individuals of the highest character, who joined in thereli-* 
^gious service, and who had seen the whole proceedings of many 
Sundays at Belombre. It would be a very easy task, how- 
ever, to multiply certificates of the same nature; for I may 
say it without vanity-^itiien so hardly pushed by my anta« 
gonist'^s injustice — that Bdombre was looked upon, not 
merely as a model worthy of imitation, in r^ard to the de* 
fightful, profitable, and rational manner in whidi Sunday 
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could be speot by a Planter — like die fatfaer of bis flook ia 
the bosom of his Slayes and cUtttchSg ; but also as a practical 
jmof chat the Slave could be greatly, safely, and advantage- 
ously raised in the scale of civilization. The dianfcter of 
Belombre attneted the attention of stnongers of req)ectabiU 
ity, mcBt of whom visited that estate — ^sometimes from curio-- 
sity, and, it is hoped, still oftener from higher motives. 

If by the rem£a*k, that '^ there was no difference in die 
way of punishing male and female slaves ; but there wert 
two different modes resorted to, of punishing both,^^ it was 
intended to insinuate, that female delinquents were stripped 
and whipped in the same way.as male delinquents, the an- 
nexed documents will prove that the assertion is untrue. 
Women were never allowed to be whipped, much less to 
be stripped, at Belombre. The extmcts c^ the Ina^rueiUm 
Book inserted ui the Appendix, 'as well as other vouchers, 
diow that the gentlest and kindest treatment of the female 
was practised, in every relative situation in which she could 
be placed on the estate, and that the tenderness due to her 
sex, whatever might be her conduct, was uniformly borne in 
mind. 

The two modes dl puni^ment described at such length 
by the Reporter, though they may be practised elsewhere 
on white culprits, among European nations, were never 
seen at Belombre. In many countries of the world, equally 
if not meie severe modes of punishment are had recourse to 
by couits-mMtiid and criminal jurisdictions. As for the tru 
angteiy the wotrd indicates the profession of the RepoHer'^8 
informer, as the halberds are at times put into that form, and 
used for the summary punishment ef military marauders, 
and die repression cf their predatory excursions ; but on the 
estates of die Pianters, when die crimes of the Slaves require • 
severky, they ai« sent to the poHoe, who administer the por- 
tion wliidh the law directs. When required, the punisbments 
used at Bekaabre, it will be found, were very moderate, and 
«-«B stated by the «GGrge<ni <of that establisiiment, who unin- 
temiptedly reoded in the hospital during the whcde period 
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animadverted upon by the Reporter — seldom even raised the 
skin, and never required medical attention. 

The disquisition of the Reporter on the comparative cruel- 
ty of. punishment by ponderous whips and split rattans, and 
liis description of both instruments, are matters of imagina- 
tion. Ndther the whip, whose thong was from six to eight 
feet in length, nor " the tremendously-powerful cat of two 
or; three tails,^ was ever used at Belombre; nor had we any 
experience that either instrument made incisioiis into the flesh, 
** and l^^cerated^ it at every blow ; or that ** the sharp edge 
of the split rattan sometimes divided the flesh like a knife.*^ 

But it may startle the Reporter, when I state, that there 
was, and I believe there still is, at Belombre, an enormous- 
sized whip, to which the whip described as *^ a very ponde- 
rous instrument,^^ and as ^^ weighing upwards of seven 
pounds,^ is a mere pigmy. It was noi less than thirty or 
forty feet loi^, and its smack could be heard at the distjance 
of two miles, when wielded by William Wilberforce Hulme, 
At whose request it was expressly sent for to the Cape of 
Good Hope. . This whip was/Used, not for flogging Slaves, 
but for conducting bullock teams by its sound, according to 
the mode practised in that colony— -for even the cattle were 
not struck with this whip. The transport of produce,' for- 
merly done by personal labour, was superseded by the in- 
' troduction of waggons and timber carriages. It may not be 
irrelevant to mention here, that, about the same time, I in- 
troduced the first iron cranes seen in this island ; imported 
the powerful eradicators of Bramah, for the purpose of fel* 
ling trees ; and formed inclined planes and tram-roads in our 
forests, at the suggestion of a friend, who9e breast was warmed 
by the most benevolent views of human happness, Mr. Henry 
Alexander, late Colonial Secretary at the Cape. 

The writer next, informs us^ that '^ there appeared, in 
practice, to be no limit to the number of lashes inflicted on 
offenders but the discretion of the master or manager ;^ that 
^^ seldom less than fifty, and often a hundred or many more 
lashes were given in the way of regular punishment ^ that; 
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5' by this extent of iniflictioh the parts, generally the posteriors, 
were always reduced to one bloody mass of lacerated flesh ;'' 
and, that ^^ to this was often added the further excruciating 
torture of the application of lime-juice, . or salt and pepper, on 
the pretence of keeping, the wounds frcMn festering." 

The falsehood of these disgusting accusations may be 
ascertained by reference to the writings of Dr. Desnoyers, 
extracted from his unpublished work on Mauritius, and 
subjoined, authenticated by his own attestation, in the Ap- 
pendix. Reward and. not punishment was the primum 
mobile of labour. 

Punishments were rare with us, although it cannot be said 
that the people of Belombre were, at an early period of its 
possession by the present proprietor, of different or better 
classes than those of other estates. The dissolute were re* 
fprmed by wholesome chastisement, and every encourage- 
ment, was ^ven to the well-disposed — chiefly . by kindness 
and consideration, but, in decided preference, by rewards. 
So far was this system carried, that it was a common saying 
of the district, " Le fouet de Belombre c'est le marqufe* ;** 
. hence Blacks found quite incorri^ble on other estates, and 
particularly some insubordinate and vicious Government ap- 
prentices, were transferred to Belombre, at the request. of 
their masters, for the purpose of reformation. Persons who 
have been bom Slaves are. natural enemies to all labour that 
does not directly promote their present and personal interest ; 
but,, to these motives they appear more sensible than freemen. 
By making them taste the immediate reward of exertion and 
of merit, their best energies are excited ; and rewards duly 
applied, where they were before unknown, become the seeds 
of sudden melioration. 

By our system bad characters were kept apart under a 
vigilant eye, and were not allowed to mix in the amusements 
of the innocent. In the way of punishments, bodily pain 

• " The whip of Belombre is the marquh,** a small piece of money 
worth three sous, the coin in which extra labour was paid ; this was thfe 
ftttmulus 0r incentife employed, instead of the whip, a». will be seen in the 
Appendix. .. 

F 
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does evil ; mental pain, arising from degradation and dis* 
grace, produces good ; hence the propriety of diminishing 
the infliction of the former, and of augmenting the latter. 
It is an exercise of humanity to deprive culprits of the en- . 
joyments of their comrades, and of the indulgences granted 
to superior merit. When the latter went to the dance the 
former were led off, with disgraceful ceremonies, to solitary 
confinement ; so that lookers on connected the idea of inno- 
eepce and enjoyment with the one set, of guilt and punish- 
ment with the other. Such are the maxims which were, and 
are, followed in the discipline of our Slaves. A correction 
booJc was kept, in which every instance of chastisement, and 
the cause of its administration, was entered. If any Slave 
had been punished, an^ no record made, the act would have 
been considered as a lawless injuiy, and would have been re- 
^i)ted as such by the proprietor, when present, and in his 
absence by the manager and the overseer, who made them- 
selves acquainted with the delinquencies of the offenders, and 
with the verdicts of the Negro juries, and who also witnessed 
the infliction of all punishments. 

Of all the punishments on record at Belombre, as far as 
I know, only one case occurred in which the offender re- 
ceived above twenty-five lashes, and they were inflicted by 
judicial order, and by the police officers. 

Had the Reporter reflected, he might have convinced him-? 
self that punishments of such severity, complication, and 
duration, as he has described, could not possibly have been 
inflicted in the time specified. To assert that all the opera- 
tions above noticed could have been performed, even on one 
person, in the short space of one forenoon, might alone have 
put the veracity of the witness in question ; but when he de- 
clares, that ^^ the same process took place every Sunday 
morning, on fifty people and more;** besides " often super- 
adding a collar and chain,** the former of which, ^^ with three 
or four projecting prongs,*' was riveted on — an operation 
not to be performed without the aid of a blacksmith and 
forge — ^he really unveils the attempted deception. While he 
shows his ignorance of the first rules of arithmetic, he seemis 
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desirous of equalling^— I can i^arcely say of exceHing— 7111 
cfxtravagance and fiction his brother witness Higginson^who 
saw two hundred and twrnty-fiot tons of rice discharged 
from a boat which is regularly registered of onhf Jburte&t 
tons burthen; and who, though he could neither read nor 
write, on a question being put to him in die Select Commit<- 
tee of the House of Commons, replied, more to their amuse;- 
ment than their edification, that on the stem of the boat was 
prints ^* Charles TeffiAr^ Esquirej his schooner^ trading 
between Mauritms and Madagascar,'" On the following 
day, however, this person, at the suggestion of the man by 
whdm he was suborned to peijury, wished to diminish the 
grossness of the falsehood he had told, by expressing a desire 
to widkdraw that part of his evidence. We trust that the 
day is also fast approaching when the Reporter and his party 
will foUow a similar ingenuous course. 

It is superfluous' to* add, that the application ^^ of lime^^ 
juice, salt, or peppec,^ to the wounds said to haVe been made 
by the whip, is utterly linknown in this colony. When 
Slaves were guilty of crimes which called for searious invest 
dj^ation, and apparently for severe pumshment, the culprits 
wtre sent to the police to be treated according to thar merits^ 
or subjected to the judgment of the regular courts of justice. 

Shackles were sometimes, though rarely, used, as directed 
by law, at Belombre, for preventing the escape of runaways, 
here caUed maroons^ and for reprising outrageous conduct 
But these shackles were not so heavy asdiose put upon cuU 
prits in England ; and they we9*e so constructed that, while 
they prevented violence, they did not materially impede some 
kinds of work. Thus, the labour of the culprit was made 
useful, and the ipjury of heahh prevented^ which, in some 
constitutions, might be the ^Ebct of solitary confinement under 
a tropical sun. 

The nature and extent of punishment described- by thiE^ 
Reporter were not less-vidronary than, the causes to which he 
attributes them, when hestates, that ^^ jthemost usual oocasbna 
of the heavier punishments were either the thefts, to which 
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the Slaves were driven by hunger, or the flight into the 
woods, to which they, were driven by the excess of labour, or 
the dread of anticipated punishment.'' He was , not aware 
that, under the settled system l&f. regular and moderate task- 
•work, excess of labour could neither be required nor per- 
formed ; and that while there was abundance of excellent 
food at the discretion of the Slave, there could be no neces- 
sity for theft to enable him to appease his hunger. In 
fact, I have never seen. any want of food among the Slaves 
in this island, and the Planters can afford to feed them better 
than the labouring poor are fed at home. But what 
always struck me forcibly was, the same defect that I had 
observed among the lower classes of labourers in England 
^T-carelessness in the preparation of aliment* As is. well 
known, the expense of food is increased to an incredible 
extent, by habitual inattention to economical cookery. By 
an improved system, in this respect, the lower, classes in 
'Scotland sifbsist at half the expense, and better than th^ 
labourers in the south of England. This improved system, 
as is shown by extracts in the Appendix from the Ifistruc- 
iion Book, was put in practice at Belombre, and the people 
were amply and satisfactorily fedj without incurring extras 
ordinary expense. s 

The only regular punishment I recollect to have seen at 
Belombre, was that of two Blacks for repeated house-break- 
ing, and stealing some hundred pounds of salt fish from the 
magazine. The delinquents were brought before a Jury of 
seven £2ai:Ar commanders ; their crimes were stated by the 
manager, in the presence of the proprietor;' the witnesses 
for the charge were heard ; and then the culprits were called 
upon for their defence. They confessed their crimesy and 
stated that they had been seduced to exchange the salt fish^ 
for spirituous liquors, by a neighbouring petty, shopkeepen 
Their first offence had been pardoned. Each of the culprits 
was adjudged by the jury to receive /thirty lashes; .but>^s. 
had been preconcerted, at the instance of the manager, the; 
number was reduced by the proprietor to twelve lashes^ .' 
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"As will be seen from the extracts in the Appendix,' takein 
froui the Belombre Imtruction BooTcy the plan of punish- 
inent for the Slaves, by the intervention of their equals, was 
instituted so as to take froin the overseer the exercise of des- 
potic authority, and to be a not less powerful controul upon 
him, than a wholesome curb on the delinquency of the Slaves 
— ^it was a shield to innocence and a scourge to guilt; Ano- 
ther great advantage also accrued from it ; the shoulders of 
the master were relieved from a load of trouble, and from a 
diisagreeable though indispensable task for the well-being 
of society. Black and White \ which cannot be discharged 
without repugnance and disgust. 

The division of the Slaves into classes, proved to them 
that they were liable to be advanced or to be degraded, and 
was found an excellent expedient for strengthening the 
influence of the authorities to which they were subject ; it 
produced emulation, by making a palpable distinction 
betwixt good and ill behaviour; and it kept their hopes 
and fears continually awake. Such were its eflFects, that 
some of the more meritorious blacks were in the receipt 
of annual salaries (and have been so for ten years), exceeding 
thirty pounds sterling ; while others married free women, 
and brought up their families, at the cost of the proprietor, 
on the Belombre estate. 

The earnings of the Slaves were either spent at the time, 
or received, at their option, by the book-keeper, at 12 per 
cent interest, for the purpose of purchasing their freedom. 
With their usual improvidence, however, but few took a 
lasting advantage of this system. For the most part, there 
was no suiScient inducement to • sacrifice the present to the 
future; distant good had not sufficient influence to lead 
them to lay by their savings; and no necessity existed to 
provide for old age, or for a rising family. Some bought 
their children from other estates ; but a well furnished shop 
contained all they could want, and the articles sold to them 
at wholesale cost, o£Pered greater temptation. It would 
have been contrary to my principle, to have placed any 
restraints . as to the voluntary expen(iiture of their earnings, 
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,except tbe purchase of ardent spirits. They could buy 
jfine, caJloM and Jlangoreen (the fermented jiaice of the 
€OGo-palni, and sugar-cane) ad libitum, provided they did 
Bot pass the limits of sobriety ; besides t^ coffee, and other 
luxuries. 

I shall conclude the refutation of tl^ sixth charge, by 
jrequesting my readers to make a careful comparison, on 
every pcant, between the Reporter's unsupported assertions, 
and the evidence of the respectable witnesses on my part, 
as well as the extracts from the Belombre Instruction Book. 

7. Marriagis. — The seventh charge is, that '* Marriage 
is unknown among the Slaves ; but the most open pros- 
titution prevailed universally among the femal^L Ladies, 
so called, often hired out their Negresses to the soldiers, by 
the month, for this purpose."^ 

Jn all barbarous and demi-barfaarous countries, and 
wherever slavery exists, that crime whidi we call prostitution 
m dvilized society, and agreeably to the laws of God, has 
been, and stiU is, found to prevail extensively; so that, in 
admitting the Reporter's assertion, would it prove any thing 
against the Planters of the Mauritius, or against the island 
itaelf ? Assuredly not. ' 

Knowing the real state of affairs, it was my constant and 
anxious desire, at Belombre, to encourage permanent family 
coniiexions, in every way that morality, religion, and re- 
flection could suggest. Independently of these hi^ier 
motives, as concubinage and promiscuous intercourse betweto 
the sexes are seldom productive of diildren, and are always 
less pcolific than the offspring of regular and permanent 
attachments, the master of the Slaves would, of course, 
best consult his interest in establishing marriage, or, when 
this was impracticable, a kipd of mutual coatraet, between 
every pair of adult males and females on his establishment. 

In accordance with these views, such Csunily connexions 
.were promoted, at Belombre, in several way& On examining 
into the causes of the general inconstancy of attachment, 
I had very soon reason to know, that t'fee fault of libertinism 
was, almost invariably, on the part of the male, who had 
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ho check upon liis caprices, and who had little difficulty iif 
obtaining a new partner, while his discarded chire amie 
was obliged to shift for herself. To remedy this evil, the 
hoQse of each Black oh the estate was put into thorough 
repair; having been white-washed, furnished, and made 
comfortable, at my expense. The classification of the Blacks 
already made, as stated in my notes in 1817, and contained 
in the Appendix, rendered the appropriation of the houses 
an easy matter ; the higher fatnilies were regularly installed 
as the houses were finished, and the exclusive right of the 
building, of the whole of the furniture, of the cooking 
utensils, of the plates and dishes, &c., was vested in the 
mother of the family. This arrangement was highly ap. 
proved by all the Blacks of the first class, who, in their own 
estimation, are the nobility of their race. Their domestic 
habits prevented them from wishing to roam, and, appa- 
rently, they had as little desire for separation from their 
wives, as if they had been married according to the ceremo- 
nies of the church. 

This plan was intended more especially to produce good 
efiects upon the *younger, the dissdpated, and the dissolute 
Negroes, who naturally conformed to the principles which 
bound their superiors. The woitien being the sole proprietors 
of the cottages and of their contents, a man, if inconstant, 
could not turn his wife out of the house, and admit another 
partner ; on the contrary^ he himself was obliged to lead 
the vagabond life to which the woman had formerly been 
exposed. This measure proved a strong restraint on liber* 
tinism; and attachments had become so permanent, that 
very few examples of inconstancy were to be found at Be* 
kimbic; and when these did occur, the Blacks themselves 
looked on the guilty parties with contempt. 

Had my occupations allowed me to reside constantly at 
Belombre, or had there been any clergyman in the district 
c^ the Savanfie to have continued the course of religious 
instructioD, so well founded by the Rev. David Jones of 
Madagascar during his residence on that estate, it is pro- 
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bable that regular marriages would have been celebrated 
more frequently there. But, by the most intelligent and 
respectable of the Blacks^ hitherto, marriage had not been 
cbnsidered as connected with religion; and, for the last 
generation, that ceremony has been, ex^h among their 
masters of the white population, merely a civU contract^ a 
contract which no Slave can legally form. 

The reli^ous instruction of my Blacks has, in. general^ 
not extended beyond the reading of their bibks, the repe- 
tiuon of prayers, the sin^ng of psalms and hymns, and the 
inculcation of the principles and doctrines contained in 
Watts^s Catechism. The majority of the old and of the 
middle aged people, however, is not farther advanced than 
the daily repetition of their devotional exercises and hymns; 
so that among them marriage has, hitherto, been little 
insisted upon by the master; nor, indeed, has it been 
seriously thought of by the Blacks^ 

As marriage is considered a sacrament in the Church of 
Rome, the priests, who form the body of the established . 
clergy in this island, have shown no disposition to encourage 
this ceremony, unless prelinunary insti'uction has been 
disseminated, and until each candidate to the marriage state 
has been examin^ in his belief, baptized, and confirmed ; 
so as to avoid profanation of this sacrament. 

The Protestant Church, although it does not view the! 
marriage ceremony in the same light as the Church of 
Rome— ^. ^., as a sacrament — ^has had but two pastors in 
this island who were competent to the religious instruction 
of the Blacks in their patois-tongue, and these gentlemen 
had other duties to perform, for which they were' specially 
appointed — so that their personal attendance could not be' 
widely extended. Therefore, we had recourse to the assistr 
ance of the Catechists brought up by the Rev. J. Le Brun, 
in teaching our schools, and in preaching io the people ; . we 
have also to thank the Rev. R. E. Jones, Chaplain to the 
Forces, for his efforts in the cause of religion, duting several 
years. This gentleman, however, is averse to the celebra- 
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tion of the marriage ceremony among persons who, in hi^ 
opinion, are yet incapable of duly comprehending, or of 
properly observing, so solemn an engagement. 

We now come to a serious part of the charge — " Ladies 
often hired out their Negresses to the soldiers by themonth^ 
and for the purpose of prostitution. A man of common 
sense apd of honest feelings, before he advanced an accusa- 
tion to which no lady could reply, would have asked his 
informer the alnount of a soldier's income, and the rate of a 
Slave's hire. He would then have learnt, that even the pos- 
sible hoarded amount of a soldier's savings would not have 
pmd one-sixteenth part of the monthly hire of a negress, and. 
consequently, the tale would have been in toto discrediteol 
The daily pay of a soldier is twelve-pence^ out of which 
are retained ^j?-pence for rations, ^Ar^^-pence for vegetables, 
and one penny for washing ; making in all ^^w-pence. With 
the remaining ^ze^o-pence, which he receives dailt/y and not 
monthly^ he must pay his captain whatever may be due 
to him, and keep up his necessaries, or Tcity as it is tech- 
nically called. Only the old and careful soldiers can keep 
out of debt with this pittailce, as will be seen in the 
Appendix. Such gallants would probably expend a p^wwy 
for tobacco, and (mother for spirituous liquorap— 'indispensable 
comforts for a soldier between the tropics. Nothing remains, 
and as ex nihilo nihil jit^ from whence comes the money 
for the monthly hire of the Negress. Ten or twelve dollars 
is the rajte of monthly wages paid at present, but say it was 
only six dollars^ or even one dollar, the soldier has neither 
sum. Besides, where are the rations of the Negress to be 
found, or the money with which she is to be dressed from 
the wages of her prostitution. 

The above is another exhibition of the moral qualities of 
the Reporter^ and of his numerous informers; such the 
courtesy and courage of those aggressions- on the most de- 
fenceless of human beings — the Ladies, 
' An instance of more hazardous gallantry, and* more 
accordant than the above with the purse and the morality 
of the Reporter's inlbrmer, occurred in this island. A soldier 
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was imprisoned in 1890, al Bdombre, at the instafice of Jiis 
corporal, to save him from the wUd Justice of the Slaves, 
who sought revenge for his attempt to violate their wives 
and daughters. He belonged to the same corps with another 
scddier who was hanged, by the sentence of a court martiid 
held at Port-Louis, for having shot at one dT the proprietors 
of Belombre, with the intent of murdering him. Such 
diaracters Ibrm the class of witnesses from which the St- 
porter derives his knowledge of Mauritius, and on which he 
founds his unqualified and sweeping defamations. 

I would observe, in conclusion of my refutation of the 
^ventfa charge, that the first assertion of the Reporter 
proves nothing against Mauritius — ^diat what respects the 
conduct of the ladies being an impossibility, by consequ^ioe, 
must be a falsehood — and that my labours have been un- 
ceasing, unwearied, and expensive, in the execution of plans 
for raising the Slaves in their own estimation, and, of course, 
in the scale of existence, and especially for overcoming the 
efiects of th^r mere animal passions, formerly gratified indis* 
criminately, and of replacing these by ties of lasting affection 
and of mutual attachments. 

These statements will be fully supported by the documents 
in the Appendix. 

. 8. Morality and Religion. — The eighth charge o[ 
the Reporter is, that " the Slaves were generally excluded 
from all moral or religious instruction, and to teach plant- 
ation Slaves to read was almost unexampled. Indeed this 
might be said of the whole Slave population.^ This change 
includes almost the total neglect of inculcating among the 
Slaves the doctrines of morality and religion, and the princi- 
ples of elementary education. 

The Missionary annual reports, printed in London, many 
years ago, assuredly could not have escaped the knowledge 
of the RqHfrter; th^y, or the extmcts from them in the 
Appendix, will show how indifi*erent be is to truth, even 
in a legible form. A3 we have seen, marriage, at Mauritius, 
is by law a civil contract>-«the mere religious ceremony being 
6{ no legal force — whilst in the Roman Ciitholic Chilreh 
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mftrnage is a sacrameiit, and is not administered without due 
previous prepoi^atioB* No cl&rgj could be obtained for 
fiekuDbre from either eburda ; thus we were left to our 
awn intenial resources. The pcaodee adopted on thai estate, 
at tbe time the Sqnnier has spoken of, for the religious, 
moral,.and scholastic instruction-nbdeed for tbe cidtivation of 
the inteMectual faculties of the Slaves, is of general notmi^y. 
In the school then established on my «sta:te, tbe first cate- 
diist, Itichard Lambert, was formed, said he is a striking 
example of the powers of education in elevating his class. 
He is the author of the first Creole catechism ever pub- 
^shed , and is at present at the bead of the Grovemment 
school tor the Slaves at Reduit, the country residence of 
His Excellency, tbe Governor. In an island peopled with 
a Negro pagan race, and with but a small proportion of 
Europeans, religious advances cannot be rapid; even in 
our own old colonies, settled for centuries, and where our 
own langu^e is spoken by the Slaves, much still remidns 
tp be done, though they have the advantage of a regular 
ecclesiastical establishment devoted to the purpose. 

The royal charter, granted, in 1794, to the society inoor* 
porated for the conversion and religious instruction of the 
Negro Slaves in the Briti^ West India Islands, sets forth 
the utter impossibility of acccHni^ishing this purpose, by the 
unsdded labours of the West Indian clergy. Mauritius 
never possessed even one episcopal clergymui until 1818 ; 
and we have yet to learn that the Roman Catholic Church 
had previously occu{Med itself with the conversion of the 
Slaves. Neariy 80,000 Blacks were then without the means 
of religious instruction, a state of things greatly to be 
depkH*ed, but which could not have been prevented, nor 
is it now to be eaaly remedied. A numb^ of qualified 
religions instructors for a foreign people, speaking a strange 
tongue, cannot start into existence at a call, nor are they to 
be obtained, more than in other professions, without previous 
study for years, at much expense, and without having a dis* 
pocdtion to the vocation. There were neither clei^y to be 
found at Mauritius for that purpose, nor funds for educating 
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such persons, nor for paying their stipends, when they should 
be prepared for the performance of their duties* 

In 1810, I commenced a course of instruction with the 
Slaves in my own family, and employed a priest and a school- 
master at my own expense. My wish always was to try the 
practicability of improvement by my own means, as I did 
not expect much from wholesale measures of mere speculation, 
and never counted on any advantage from great and sudden 
strides. Ever since that period I have carried on a cor- 
respondence with many influential West India proprietors, 
and with different Missionary Societies, as well as with 
their ministers in this hemisphere, in the view of widening 
the sphere of melioration as I got glimpses of success, and 
of pointing their charitable designs to the Black population 
of Mauritius and Bourbon, and also of extending them to 
Madagascar. 

The London Missionary Society is the only one which 
has yet been able to do much for the Slavey here ; but the 
claims upon its attention, in -every portion of the globe, 
prevented the application of more than limited means in 
comparison of the labour to be performed. Its faithful 
minister, Mr. Le Brun, has done all that could be effected in 
his situation^ — ^he has been indefatigable in his schools for the 
education and the religious instruction of the lower classes. 
The free people of colour have naturally engrossed the 
greater part of his time— from them he formed catechists to 
assist him in his work— and from them teachers have been 
supplied to several estates, so that the light of religion is 
slowly but gradually diffusing its influence among the 
Slaves. 

The writer might perhaps claim some degree of credit, even 
for these puny efforts, if he had no better incentive or reward. 
Their chief merit is, that their object has been effected, though 
in a narrow circle — ^it was a grain of seed planted in a remote 
couier of the globe— it was blessed, and it prospered, thir- 
teen years before the great ecclesiastical body in London 
made increased exertions in the West Indies for the same 
objects, and long after my correspondence on the subject had 
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icommenced with some gentlemen who became members Ipf 
that ^most respectable society. 

• The Reverend A. Denny^ Chief Civil Chaplain of Mau- 
ritius, and the Reverend R. E. Jones, Military Chaplain to 
the Garrison and second Civil Chaplain, have paid the great- 
est attention to the elementary, moral, and religious instruc- 
tion of the Slaves, and their efforts will tend greatly to ad- 
vance the spread of Christianity. The latter has been with 
us above sixteen years, and has devoted the time he could 
spare from his regular and arduous duties, most assiduously, 
to the religious instruction of the Slaves, and particularly to 
those on my estates. He is a proficient in their language, 
and he possesses, in a peculiar manner, that species of jlo- 
quence and of illustration which is adapted to fix and capti- 
vate their attention. His Creole sermons, could he be pre- 
vailed on to publish them, would be considered as an extra- 
ordinary curiosity, not only among the religious, but among 
the literary portion of European society. 
: If great extension could be afforded to the regular eccle- 
siastical establishment, and zealous coadjutors be obtained 
from home, under the superintendence of the lawful autho- 
rities, young enough to acquire the language of the Slaves, 
religious instruction might be much forwarded; but I am 
not aware of any other mode in which this grand object is 
to be speedily or effectually attained;. However great may 
be the abilities and zeal of Mr. Denny and Mr. Jones- — the. 
only two members of the regular establishment here — the 
progress of religion in the minds of 80,000 Blacks, many of 
them in a semi-barbarous state, . must, for a long time, be 
comparatively small. As miraculous interposition is no longer 
to be expected, the good to be done must be effected by 
human means, appropriately applied. Our means were very 
simple, and were not likely to meet the approbation of per- 
sons unacquainted with the materials on which we had to. 
work. They consisted in the adoption of the Lancasterian 
system. 

Saturday evening, on every estate in this island, is invaria- 
bly ushered in with the dances of the different castes of th^ 
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Black population, in national groups ; men and women of all 
ages, some even above one hundred years of age^ join in the 
dance, with their children and grand children, ev^ to the 
fourth and fifth generations. 

At Belombre, on Sunday monung, the bell rung before 
breakfast for "corrfo,''. which is roll-call; the court-yard 
and tradesmen's workshops were swept ; and all things were 
made neat, and piit in order. The Blacks then amused 
themselves according to their taste# Some of the best bei- 
haved got leave for a day or two, or for a week, to visit their 
friends and relations on other estates ; some received visitors, 
or relations who resided at a distance ; and others were busied 
in dancing, fishing, snaring partridges, monkeys, and hares ; 
and running, wresding, or playing music, until mid-day. 
Among Slaves, every innocent amusement is useful, not only 
from the pleasure which results, but by its tendency to weaken 
those dangerous inclinations which uncivilized man inherits 
from nature. 

The bells were rung at twelve o'clock ; divine service was 
read to the Slaves by the Missionary who preached in Creole^ ^ 
or, when he was absent, by the schoolmaster; and psalms 
and hymns were sung. After the conclusion of the service, 
those who had received money for surplus work generially 
went to the retail shop, which contained every comfort c(Ma- 
sistent with sobriety ; here they completed their stock of 
cooking utensils, fishing tackle, snares for animals, and had 
it in their power to purchase all sorts of eatables not furnished 
by the estate, besides light wines and liqueurs. To those who 
chose to hoard their money, their respective aecounts^^ were 
read, stating the amount in the hands of the master ; and the 
Negresses were assured of the disposal of their own earnings, 
independently of th^ adopted husbands. By these means, 
provident habits were introduced among the Slaves and their 
children. 



* The paJUAs^ or jargon of the Blacks, 18 simple in its constraction, and 
euphonical to the ear, though made up of the membra disjecta of several 
languages; 
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In the evening the people were again assembled at roll- 
call — said their usual prayers — sung their psalms and hymns, 
and returned to the dance, which was kept up till midnight. 
Such was the real account of Sunday at Belombre ; and, al« 
though passed diiferendy from what many might have widied, 
it was, as has been shown, a day of pleasure, in which religipn 
was not forgotten*. 

At Belombre, and indeed on all my estates, the education 
of the Slaves has been an object for which I willingly made 

* I am aware that the above description of the Slaves' mode of pattin|f 
Sandays at Belombre may alarm and displease maoy excellent people, who, 
brought up, as I was myself, In the rigorous and solemn observance of that 
day inculcated by the Church of Scotland, think that such sports and en- 
joyments as the above mentioned are little short of profanation ; and that 
even the singing of psalms and hymns, when accompanied by the melody- 
of a band of instruments, though played by the Slaves themselves, amounts 
to wickedness. But I am not telling what ought to be done, nor what 
might be done under a more efficient management ; I relate what actually 
happened. I shall neither attempt to palliate nor to deprecate censure, 
by changing the colour of the scene to suit the taste of any class of society, 
however respectable. There is ample room for improvement, if we had 
clergymen to labour, in so extensive a field. 

Sunday, in this island, has always been, as in all Catholic countries, a day 
of pastime. To make it otherwise, when it is the custom of the church, 
would be to disgust the Slaves with the name of religion. The principles 
that I have endeavoured to inculcate, are those that form the broad basis 
of Christianity, and in which all churches are agreed ; hence, I have, as 
occasions presented, availed myself of the aid of the clergy of every church. 
The prominent trait of the faith we taught was complete confidence in the 
goodness of the Supreme Being, who delights in the happiness of his crea- 
tures. Trivial faults were not threatened with eternal torments, nor was 
the mind oppressed with a load of fear ; we followed the humane and 
Christian spirit of the just and virtuous Feuelon. A vicar having boasted 
before him, that he had abolished dancing on Sundays in his parish — ** Mr. 
Vicar,'' said the Archbishop, ^* let us be less severe towards others ; let us 
abstain from dancing ourselves, but let the peasants dance, if they like it ; 
why should we not let them, for a short time, forget their misery ?" When 
the Slaves can relish intellectual pleasures, the case may alter ; but, in 
their present state, ^* to withhold these pleasures is to deprive them of a 
portion of happiness. If happiness, in their minds, is not composed of 
amusements, what is its composition ? Who can justify the severity which 
unnecessarily takes from the labouring class those little enjoyments which 
sweeten the bitter cup of their labours, and forces them to sadness and 
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every sacrifice of time, labour, and money* The Negro chil- 
dren, and some of the more advanced, intelligent young, 
men, were daily taught to read, write, and cast accpunts, and . 
were duly instructed in the principles of morality and the 
practice of religious duties. Some were taught even higher 
accomplishments. Believing in the influence of music in ci- 
vilizing mankind, a vocal and instrumental band was formed 
among the Slaves, who, for above three years, learned the 
principles of this art from the best European masters. Dur- 
ing this time I gave up their services, for they were thirty 
miles distant from the estate. This band assisted in teaching 
the musicians of Radama, king of Madagascar, under the 
superintendance of Mr. Kyle, the respectable Quarter- 
Master of His Majesty^s 8^nd regiment. Some of my head 
carpenters and masons received lessons in mensuration, and 
geometry, which I translated from Colonel Paisley's > treatise. 
One hundred of our Blacks were instructed in the practical 
application of the principles laid down in that work, by Mr. 
Warwick, a gentleman of property in this colony, and who, 
as an Engineer, has introduced numerous improvements. 
He was employed, during two years, at Belombre, in the 
conversion of timber, the formationof inclined planes,, and 
the construction of rail-roads. He was much pleased witb 
the docility and intelligence of the Slaves under his orders, 
and by his care many were raised to the rank of artisans. 
We had also an Architect of furnaces and fire-places, Mr.. 
Pownal, from England, at a salary of ten shillings a-day,, 
and all expenses defrayed. He instructed our masons in 
the construction of boiling and curing houses ; and in this 
achool some of the best builders of the Colony were formed. 
The School opened regularly at mid-day, and the children, 
who had been previously assembled, having bathed in the 
adjoining sea, returned at the sound of the bell, and, after 
a short prayer, began their studies. Their number varied 
from forty to sixty, and they answered to their names in 
the muster-book ; the absent were noted, and the causes^ 
inquired by the school-master. On alternate days, reading. 
and writing were taught, and arithmetical tables wei:e^ 
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repeated by heart by the whole school Each child had a* 
copy-bdok, a bible, a catechism, and a book. of hymns and 
canticles. The last were printed expressly at Calcutta, and 
were sent as a present from a very pious lady, Mrs. Ballard, 
who had witnessed with delight the progress of oqr scholars, 
when on a visit to Belombre. School business was^ inva- 
riably closed, by the whole of the scholars and auditors 
joining in prayer, and in singing hymns, &c. The time 
was thus occupied till two, or half-past two - o'clock ;. the 
children then put on their working clothes, and^went to the 
public kitchen for their rations, which were already prepared. 
Any scholar, whose conduct was remarkably good, . accom- 
panied the family of the master home, and was fed from his 
table for the day. 

Far from neglecting Education at Belombre, . it was the 
favourite employment of the family, who never missed the 
school hours, and who were accompanied, in this pleasing 
avocation, by visitors, of whom some were always to be foiind 
there, either of the most respectable inhabitants of Mauritius, 
or of the constant stream of travellers, who consider this 
island as a house of call in their voyages to and from India 
and the Cape of Good Hope ; and who, on account of its 
beauty and the extreme salubrity of its climate, prolongtheir 
residence for health or curiosity, and generally quit our 
shores with regret. ' - . 

The. facts in the Appendix — containing the recorded 
testimony of most unquestionable witnesses^r-maybe. opposed . 
to the anonymous aspersions of my. secret accusers,^ and the 
reader may be left to draw his awn inferences, ; .. , , 

The same System of Education is continued on 4i^yjo|li©r^ 
estates, the Blacks are regular in their attendance at churchy 
and the scriptures are explained to them every Sunday. 
The Rev. M. Tyerman, my late lamented friend, preached 
to our people, at Bon E^ppir^ and at fieau Maniguier^ 
before he went to Madagascar^ ^vhere he Wf|s (removed from 
the labours of his extensive ministry, aac) fmi^ his collabo- 
rator ia the mighty, work of spreading relig^'and/civiliza^ 
tion. Givorge Bimnet, Esq., the worthy companion of bis 
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toib, assisted in our schopls; and as he has retunned to 
LondoDy he may be appealed to, by the curious, fpr sati3- 
&olDcy infonxtttioti* M- Ty©rmap'$ extracts fi:cwn mj 
Book of Ixistructiaiis, were eopious, and he intended tQ 
publish them^ as an example of wba| miffht be done fpr the 
benefit-of the Slare, because it had been done at Belombre* 
The lioudoa Missionary Society am too just to withhold n 
cooamunication of those docunients, if any further proc^ be 
required 6f the unfounded nature of the charge that, *« The 
Slaves weve generally exjcluded froxa all moral or reli^ous 
iastructicKi ; and to teach Plantatiqn Slaves to read, was 
almost unexampled.^ 

My life was passed at Belombre in diffusing education 
among my people, by that mild discipline of the mind 
wliicb gradually confers lasting improvements — adyancitig 
Sj(ep. by step from habit to nature — the only way, I know, 
in which the prog7*ess of the Slave to freedom can be eithe^r 
safe, solid, or permanent 

. In my intercourse and correspondence with the proprietors 
of Bourbon and Mauritius, I tried to show that their in- 
terests were ideiitified with the above mode of dealing witb 
die SlaTe. Many, ipdeed most, of the respectable inhabitants 
of th^ islands are more like fathers than masters on their 
estates^their Negroes repay them with a jusC return dT 
fidelity and love — the habitation becomes, as I ba^e often 
seen, an immense family — mA the owner resembles a 
patriarch ; practically proving^ that, in the redprocal duties 
of Master and Slare, the bond of mutual good<-will. becomes 
stronger, as the beings, it coraieGts are brought into nearer 
eontact, and that each is rendered more necessary to the 
welfture of the other. 



CASES OF CRUELTY. 



I deem it neoessary to quote the Reporter's ^^ introduction^ « 
to die icmr ewes qjt caDiiellyi, .whioh tae ahready €ic4>ied at 
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ftiil length in the sixth, seventh, and eighth pag^s 6^ the 
"Anonymous Charges.'*' 

"The above account^ — the account of the "General 
Treattnentof Slaves in the Mauritius'* — ^which commences 
in the first, and terminates in the sixth page of this work- 
says the Reporter — would apply, with slight occasional 
variations, to the estateii in general throughout the island, 
as well as to Belombre. On some, the Slaves might be 
better off in otae or more particulars, and on some theV 
might be worse off. But the sketch now given inay he 
coiifflfdered as a fair representation of what was th'e ordinary, 
every-day treatment of the Slaves, on those estates Whifch 
.Sir Robert Jt'arquhar might designate as well regulated. 
This treatment, however, was wholly independent of those 
more exemplary inflictions of punishment which occurred 
from time to time, and Which, though not productive of so 
great an aggregate of miisery as flowed from the calm, steady, 
r^ulat course of plantation discipline, yet concentrated into 
a brief and narrow space a greater portion of the more 
revolting horrors of the system.*" 

^ We will here again take Belombre as our first, arid one 
df our most striking illustrations.'" 

I must naw request the reader's particular attention to 
the cases just referred to, s6 as to /avoid repetition here. 1 
jEtih confident that, on minutely perusing them, he will be far 
from satisfied at the careless manner in which they arfe 
detailed. 

As men, and as soldiers, and therefore not wanting in 
eoufage, were not the Reporter'^s witnesses, acces^irries and 
aceomplices, sincfe they did not at l^st prevent th^ r^tfetitioii 
ti the above crimes, worse than mtird^r, by ^viiig imme£kte 
ihforfnatioh of their commisffloh to the constitiitM authorities , 
in the district ? 

Their tetider-Beart^dness, or father, as they pretend, tfife 
excess of torture^ rendered theifi totally incapable 16 bear 
thi right of the terininatibn df the punishnients ; ^et^ they, 
f^accottnfti^bly conceited the whole of tho^^ atrdcities, evefi 
vfhile siii^otoiided by their countrytiieii, and by W detaching 
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of their fellow^diers, who were passing and repassing to 
the military post on the estate, and within hail, every hour 
of the day ; as if they wished to have other opportunities of 
being present at fresh punishments, in order to indulge the 
tender passions of pity and love, to excite the same feelings, 
and to move the milk of human kindness in the breasts of 
philanthropists. I should wish to know their reasons, why 
at, or at least after, the first infliction of such inhuman tor- 
ture, they took no means to put a stop to further atrocities. 
Captain Mackay, Captain Bruce, and Captain Foreman, 
were the officers stationed in succession, during, the period 
in question, at the regular military post, called Jacote, on 
the boundary of the Belombre estate, while Dr. Cumming 
was the attached surgeon, who through kindness visited our 
hospital almost daily. Why, with such opportunities every 
day of the year, did not the witnesses inform their officers 
of the awful sights they had beheld-^gentlemen whose 
principles and duty would have led to research — why did 
they not sound the alarm among the soldiers, who, we can 
scarcely suppose, would have formed a confederacy for the 
concealment of such barbarous deeds ? Supposing diat their 
delicacy, or some equally worthy motive, dictated their 
silence to the commanding officers, to the medical officer, 
and to their companions in arms — or more probably their 
associates in deception, falsehood, and perjury — why did 
they not address themselves to the Commandant of the 
Quarter, or to the Chief Ma^strate, or Commissary of 
Police for the district ? Granting that they failed in 
awakening the sympathies of the latter, why did jiot they 
proceed to the Chief Commissary of Police at Port-Louis, 
to the Courts, to the Attorney-General, to the Public ? ' If 
all proved unavailing-— should they not have thrown them- 
selves at the feet of the. Governor, and implored, with that 
efirnesiness which philanthropy inspires, the assistance of 
His Excellency to bring the culprits* to justice? Had any 
man of proper feelings, though not so tender as those of the 
infioarmjers^ even witnessed a horse undergoing from the hands 
of a servant such tortures as they profess to have seen 
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inflicted upon the Slaves of Belombre, would he not have 
informed its owner, as a duty of humanity ? 

But enough of inconsistency. Had the cases been real, as 
may be well inferred from the prevailing tenour of the Re» 
porter*8 animadversions, and the tone of his informers, they 
would have been circumstantially, nay, most minutely, de- 
tailed. All the dates of the punishments, and the names of 
the sufiPerers, of the torturers, of the proprietors, pf the 
managers, and of the overseers — ^indeed of all concerned— 
would have been solemnly paraded in the pages of ^ his con- 
temptible periodical ; or what would have been still better, 
numerous prods verbals would have furnished him with 
texts for the next twelve months, on which he might have 
descanted to his disciples. 

I may well be permitted to ask, why such horrors as 
roused the tenderest sympathies of the confederated witnesses, 
were carefully concealed and kept in darkness for seven years, 
and then brought forward mysteriously and anonymously, 
in a country far distant from the residence of the supposed 
delinquents, and the scene of their alleged crimes, in order 
to found upon them infamous charges. Such clumsy and 
gross fabrications, however, cannot long impose upon those 
in search of truth. 

The only overseer at Belombre from January 1820, till 
December 1821, was Mr. Henry Adam, a gentleman by 
birth, education, and manners, and at present a merchant of 
property at Port-Louis. He was strongly recommended to \ 
the proprietor* of Belombre, by the Attorney General, by ^ 
Mri Rudelle, and by Mr. Suasse, the Commandant of the 
adjoining district, in which he had managed an extensive 
estate, as well as by many of the chief inhabitants of Mau- 
ritius. His treatment of the Blacjks was never known ^. be 
otherwise than in conformity to the written instructionsr 
^ven for his guidance, and for that of all others employed 
on the estate. 

The Slaves were generally sober and qjuiet, and offences 
were rare and venial, so that severity Was not i^uired. In the 
correction book, as has already been said, was entered each 
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instance of chastisement, its nature, and the cause for ifirhicb 
it was administeired. The slightest punishment was npticed 
in that book, not Only as a check on the overseer, but as 
forming a record of the character of those Blacks whos^t 
condu9t. was faulty. No such punishments as those detailed^ 
appear in th^t book. Had such flagitious acts occurr^ 
t|hey could not have been concealed from me ; conduct so 
Qpposite to the quiet and ordinary qourse of events at 
Belombre, would have been, reported by my own personal 
servants and Slaves in town, who were con^ti^tly receiving 
letters from their families resident on that estate. 

We had: no female Slave, Maroons for months nor year^. 
Maroon Negroes are not corporally punished, when. they re- 
turn to their homes of tlieir own accord ; those seized by the 
detachments are led directly to the civil magistrate of the 
district, or to the police-office, where the captors receive a 
reward on Uieir delivery. All this is done without the least 
pfurjticipation of the owners, to whom tl|e Blacks are returned, 
after having been kept confii^ed, or having served a periq^ 
in chains, by order of the magistrate, at tl^e; public wprksor 
rpads of the town. Even had they been Maroons, as stated 
under the head of punishments, women were never allowed 
to be whipped at Belombre. It might have atruck the Re^ 
porter, when treating of the third case, that the application 
of pepper and salt rubbed ^^ into, the wounds,^ was a dress<» 
^g not of a healing quality, and that if it did. not cause 
mortification and death in a tropical climate, it.could not have 
had the very opposite eflFect of producing a prompt cu^re; 
for surely the Reporter believes that his own flesh and that 
of the Blacks are of, the same nature. 
, The Reporter next states^ that the witnesses, as he calls 
his informers, are.ready to appear before a.court of justice, 
^mag^strate, or a.Committ^ of the House of Commons, tp 
swear to the truth, whenever th^ shall be cabled j to dp sp. 
This vaunting is one of the fruits of leaviip|g p?gury 
uiip^^nished. Had. pBf^pdricl; and Higgipsoi^, two oJF the 
sXrQifgestj,z^t^e^Sf4^i^^lijp^ b^c^, indicted for swbp^^n^ 

tion, con^ipii^apy, ajid perjury, wjien proofs pf their g:uilt 
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eame otit as deBr as nbon^day^ wesfaonld lia¥^ h^rd na 
mdre of such cdmbixBitiofiis of pkid c^lummators, eoroUedi 
itittst^ed, and drilled to uniform evdutsions of lying. Ati 
^XMtple of the vengeanee of the law on. these original pe^- 
j^inen^ vmvUd have dispelled the cloud of i^bove t^ilree 
liutidred other witnesses^ almost all of whom, as the Re^ 
jpOfiBr ingenuously adds, " are persons belonging to the lower 
dasses, and therefcnre themselves aoeustomed to labour an4 
prxradoQ. Not only were their opportunities of observation 
greater on this account, hwA their esdmate of the parallel con- 
dition to thar own, which they were contemplating, likely 
to be more just.^ 

The {nctare of the flock of witnesses might have been 
more correctly drawn from their prototypes, who were pro- 
duced as a chosen sample, and Examined before the Select 
Committe of the House ci Coifiiaons, and who were dhown 
off with the advantage of having their apparent protector, as 
President of the committee, ptxtting the questions and dis- 
piayiiig the valuable qualities of his own supporters. The Re^ 
poiTi^V estimate of their characters would then stand thus :«*- 
** Aim<i^ all the witnesses we are about to cite are ot the 
same dass as Higginson and Kendrick*, and possess ther 
trttributei of ubiquity, an attribute highly useful to an in- 
foftn^i*, lUid very agreeabie to the lovers of the mar^lkntSi 
They ^ere recruited ftoih the gaols of London-^-^self-oon^ 
Vifeted of bribery tod perjury^— were brbkeh from serg^nts. 
and corporals, and perman^tly degraded to the ranks, by 
courts martial — were dismissed from the army, and expelled 
eveii as servants from the deplnrtment of convicts, for in^ 

* lA c^tAtAUbg tiieir evidence, and tfan report of the depoeitioos takeik 
bj GovemBsent at Mslnritlus npon it, as printed, by order of the Hoase of 
Commons, it will be seen that Higginson was often at two distant places at 
the same time, residing uninterrupted ly, were for months at two or three* 
situations apart from one-another, not less than from five to eight leagues ; 
and that the latter, Kendrick, at the same instant, was in hody^ expiating, 
in the gaol of Port-LouiSy the cruelties he had committed, in flogging the 
convicts, whilst in spirit, he was residing at the Savanne, at 36 miles 
distance, witnessing the events that were panung there, and which are de- 
tailed in the printed evidence. 
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corrigible drunkenness and cruelty in flogging their victims — 
they were witnesses of cruel murders which they' had neither 
the courage nor the principle to denouhce-^in order to rid 
Mauritius of such wretches, thiey were transported, agmnst 
their will, back ^to England ; there they were suborned to 
perjury by adiscarded servant of Government— the agent of 
the reputed editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter ; they formed 
a host, led on with the hope of being promoted to the rank of 
parish watchmen, or some equally important posts in case of 
success — and; finally, they were stopped from' commencing 
Hieir passctge to Botany Bay, by order of Government, at 
the instance of the Reporter'^s party, to bear witness against 
the Grovernment and inhabitants of Mauritius before the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, where their 
villanies were laid bare to the core.^ 

' This would have beefn irfidr and candid character ci the 
most select portion of the Reporter'^s witnesses, as drawn 
from their own mouths in the examinations to which' they 
were ofiicially subjected, under the highest authorities of the 
State,' and as is illustrated by unquestionable depositions and 
documents transmitted by this Government, and publidied 
by authority in England. 

• Such atrocious instances of cruelty as the four cases com- 
mented upon never could have occurred without having 
been known to the world; and I trust that the evidence in 
the .Appendix will place affairs in their true light,' and satis- 
factorily demonstrate to every unbiassed and reli^ous mind, 
that the whole are wic ked inventions. 

* Having finished the refutation of the special and individual 
charges adduced against me, I shall next proceed to answer 
the Reporter's reveries on population, and the vague, indis- 
criminate, and sweeping allegations, which he has cruelly, 
because falsely, mixed up with the subject. 
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PROGRESS OF POPULATIOxN IN THE 
MAURITIUS. 

In No9. 44 and 45 of the Antl-Slai)ery M(fnihly Repor^r, 
are contained two dissertations on the progress of population 
in Mauritius, which form the most extraordinary mass of 
erroneous statements and false deductions in the whole range 
of political economy ever presented to the world in an equal 
space, and which clearly demonstrate that the editor of this 
contemptible performance and his coadjutors, far from search- 
ing after immutable truth, in the mild spirit of Christianity, 
with the view of benefitting the human race, and especially 
the Slave, seem endowed with wicked passions, and are de- 
termined to gratify them, so long as the liberty of the press — 
which they have so wantonly and A often abused — and the 
feelings of Britons shall tolerate. I have too high an opinion 
of the talents and character of many of the members of the 
Anti-Slavery Society to suppose that they are a^^are of the 
real nature of the work of which they are said, in common 
with others as members of that body, to be the publishers. 
In all charity, I doubt not that some are ignoratit of its pub- 
lished proceedings, and that others are misled by false ap- 
pearances of catudour — ^benevolence and religion of wolves in 
sheep^s clothing, who are the leaders of the flock. 

In the refutation of the random observations and wild 
rhapsodies of the Reporter respecting the numerical state of 
the inhabitants of Mauritius, die above remarks will be jus- 
tified. 

The diminution of the Slave population in Mauritius, and 
consequently at Belombre, and the statements as to its causes, 
in the years mentioned by the Reporter^ are utterly erro- 
neous. The rate of mortality was moderate, and agreeable to 
the course of nature ;' and when it was higher, in some pe- 
riods, its increase was the consequence of pestilential cholera, 
and other epidemics, which ravaged all India, as well as this 
island; in those same years. 
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The Rejfprter says, his " attempt must^f necessity be an 
imperfect one, to ascertain the probable extent of the de^ti^uc 
tion of human life which has been regularly proceeding in 
this colony.^ Yet he parades it with as much assursAoe as 
if it were gbspd truth, and appeals to what be calls ** Statis- 
tickl Returns" as " the less disputable evidence.'' The sta* 
tistical evidence he quotes are the Betums of the Coitector 
of Internal Revenues of the Slave population at Port-Loois^ 
for 18SS, and the Returns of interments of Slaves, which 
occurred in the same district for the six years from 1815 till 
18S0 inclusive — a period during which the colony was vi^led 
vdth epidemic measles, pestilential cholera, epidemic berru 
herrij arid contagiioUi^ dysentery. The Reporter was aware, 
that in every country where a tax-r<Jl of capitation exists, 
the taxable amount must, from the nature of things, be less 
than the truth ; so far, therefore, his premises are erroneous. 
To cull out years in which not only Mauritius, but all Indid 
and the adjacent isles, suffered from a disease more promptly 
fatal than the plague, and to apply the rate of mortality Jn 
these years as the basis of ordinal^ times in this island, is 
not ifairer reasoning than it would be to take the year of the 
great plague in London as the basis of calculation for the 
bills of mortality at the present time. The Reporter has 
left out of sight the circumstance, that the proprietors of es- 
tates, who resicie at Port-Louis, bring thither, for the benefit 
of the best medical treatment, such of their Slaves as by dan- 
gerous, lingering, and chronical complaints, are an incum- 
brance on the plantation, and thus increase the apparent rate 
of niortality at Port-Louis. He has made a still greater 
omission, all notice of the Slave Hospital, to which cases of 
serious disease are sent from every district, arid \^hich thu^ 
becomes the portal to the cemetery of Port-Louis for a great 
portion of the Slave population of this island. 

The above fallacies are so clearly exposed, and so ably re-^ 
futed, in a letter dedicated to Sir Thomas Dyke Acklatodj 
Bart., by an accurately-informed, impartial, and disinterested 
observer, that I have obtained the writer^s permission to 
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sv^ijjoki some extracts, which place the matter in its tru« 

ligbt, 

^^ In tiiQ pr^nt casev if tb^.pli^ue of the chciera mordfi^, 
which iraged among the Slaves ip I8I99 ^^ not disquaUfjr 
that pepqd from being incluc|ed in a statement of the erdii- 
nary ipoirtaUty, yet there is official authority for asserting 
that both: these Statistical Returns were notoriously incorrect^ 
and ate utterly invalid, as the ba^s of that preposterous iur 
duDtion of crimq which the Jnti-^iapery Reporter has so 
cleverly detailed* During the time that the Income Tax 
was levied, reasons might exist for a fallacious and excessive 
return of property to the tax-gatherer ; and the man who 
one day ostensibly possessed thousands, might the next be 
posted as an insolvent Could the sagacity, of the Anti-Sla* 
very Reporter imagine no cause for any such fallacioua re- 
^^try pf Slaves being ^ven in to the * Collector of Intemal 
Revenues ? But,, not to enlarge upon this topic, and leaving 
to otheii^ who have acc^» to proper documents to confute 
more fully this heavy charge, allow me ijiow to inform 
you of circumstaiices which make the average mortality of 
Port.:Lpui8 not a fair scajie for calculating that of the othec 
dist^cts. 

" The confined apd more unhealthy locality of Port-Louis 
(of, whioh the AntirSlavery Reporter seems to know nothing), 
and the habits of dissipation of the dpmestic Slaves, may be 
supposed to balance the harder fare and more painful labour 
of the plan^tion Negroes. But the deaths in the Govern^ 
ment Hospital, in. the vicinity of Portr^Louis, are included in 
i)^(^Metui[n8 of tbei district In this; hospital nearly all the 
Go vernmeQt Slar^s^ and Apprentice^ in the colony are treated; 
Maroons^ the worst description of Negroes, many of whom 
GQntraqt-£sea3es. when absent from their masters,, and a^e 
oftep adinit^ed into hospital. in a dying state— sick:Pri^onef« 
-TTT^ind.tbe Slavj^s of the Planters i^ the other eight districts ojf 
the iij)an4_ (^d, particularly in the parts adjacent, to PQi;t, 
Liows), i^b^Pl considered in a daiigerq^s state,, are removed 
frop thet plantation to ^^ CiyiL Qospital ; and,,of cpurse,aU 
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swell th^ amount of deaths.' The Returns of interments, 
therefore, of Port-Louis, if ever so correctly taken, cannot 
be assumed as a general scale for estimating the mortality of 
the island. Let these circumstances be fairly considercid, and 
then you will be able to appreciate the political acumen and 
liberal candour of the Anti-Slavery Reporter^ in calculating 
the mortality of Port-Louis by the number of interments in 
that district, and then astutely applying this scale to measure 
the mortality of the other districts of the island ! ' By this 
line of argument, the parish in which Middlesex Hospital 
stands might be proved more pestilential (if possible) than 
Sierra Leone."" 

'This testimony is the more valuable as it proceeds from 
that conscientious Christian conviction, which the virtuous 
alone can adequately feel and express. 

In his 46th No. the Reporter gives a summary for six 
years, 1821 to 1826, " establishing clear and irrefragable 
presumptions of a frightful waste of human life, and of the 
continuance of large importations of Slaves into Mauritius." 
After citing, in proof, the oflScial Returns of the Registrar 
of Slaves at Mauritius, he says " in no possible way, we ap- 
prehend, can these singular and anomalous appearances- be 
accounted for, but on the hypothesis of an immense mortality 
and an immense importation ; in fine, that there was a mor- 
tality of 23,140 females and 42,000 males in these six years." 
When he made this assertion the Reporter could not help 
knowing, from the very document!^ he cites, that those' Sta^ 
tisticai Returns were worse than useless ; that the error was 
merely in figures ; and that the census was null, from' the 
insufficiency of the law on which it was founded. From 
those v^ry papers he must also have known that this ordi- 
nance was subsequently remedied by the law of 1826, and 
that the whole imatter was begiin, de novo^ in 1827. The 
result of the last, and the only correct, re^stration was, that 
the Reporter'^s dead men, women, and children— of whose 
ages, azes, marks, countries, and parentage, a description is 
given-^are again in* life; the identical personages who Vere, 
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as he states, muridered in savage butchery, are stiU in.exist- 
ence^and on the official register. The ^^ mass of I^orrors^ of 
which England h0S yet no conception^ is thus dispelled. 

If the Reporter had said errors instead of horrors^ he 
would .have been more correct ; for the abrogated ordinance 
which, produced them added another proof tb the experience 
of age^, of the Impossibility of framing laws for a people, and 
for a state of society, unknown to the legislator. <^ Thema^^ 
of horrors^^ which the Reporter knew had no existence, and 
his subsequent remarks, merit no other notice than that con- 
tumelious epithet with which Doctor Johnson honoured a 
more harmless impostor*. 

It is stated by JVf.Amyot, Registrar of Colonial Slaves 
in Great Britain, that, in the West India Colonies, taken to- 
gether, the females exceed the males, there being on the total 
4000 females in excess over the number of the males. On 
the state of population in Mauritius, during the same period, 
he says, the Returns at the Mauritius ^ow that the popu- 
lation in 1816. was 85,4S3, of which 55,717 were males, and 
S99706.females, giving a surplus of 26,011 males. These 
data prove that there must have been a natural and more 
rapid decrease of population, from the disproportion of the 
sexes, at Mauritius than ia the. West Indies, without taking 
into consideration the relative visitations of diseases among 
. the population of. the Eastern and Western sugar colonies 
during that period. 

In the subsequent. triennial. period, from 1819 to 18S3, 
M. Am3iot shows tliat, in the first of the above years, the 
census, from its imperfection, gave 20,948, and in the latter 
7485, as the respective totals of the population. 

The Reporter.^ instead oi questioning the accuracy of the 
Returns^ has, agunst his better knowledge, regarded the 
diminution of population as real, and asserted that the only 
rational mode of, accounting for it .was by a. wholesale system 
of human butchery. 

• <* Sir,.l|fi is a Uar ; an4 hic.kj9QW«. it.^ . 
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It would bave occurred to a judicious pewon, deslrouis ci 
trulb, Aat it was absolutely necessary to kitow sotsietbiifg of 
tbe history of the wgistration orditiances, before founding 
any reasomngs upon them. 

-M. Amyot states in evidence, that among the seventeen 
West India Colbnies, of which he has the Returns in I.on. 
don, not two of them bave the same form of registry. The 
unquestionable dbcubients, published by order of the House 
of Commons, rfiow that the Reporter's StaUMical Returns 
were null ; that their mischief was recognised by His Majes- 
ty's Government ; and that the only remedy of which the 
case admitted, was a new Re^stry. 

Governor Sir G* L. Cole, in these papers, observes, " I 
can cMily repeat to your Lordship that every day serves to 
convince me more and more of ^e absolute nuiUty of ihe 
present Slave registration ; nor do I conceive it possible to 
reinedy the evils complained of by any measure of the lodd 
Government, until the whole system shall have been revii^ 
tad amended by the competent authorities at hom^.**' And 
afterwards, towards the end of 1826, when the order iii 
council arrived for the entire new registration df the Slaves 
of Mauritius, he adds, '^No exertion will be wanting, on the 
part of the local Government, to render this measure as 
effectual as possible ; and I hare every hope that it will meet 
vnth a c<^e8ponding feeHng on the part of the whole of tb# 
inhabitants.''^ 

Such was the language of Sir G. L. Cole— an officer dis- 
tingiushed by those qualities from which esteein is ins^ara- 
ble^^a Governor as remarkable for the unaccommodating 
sincerity and the uncompromising integrity of his nature as 
for tbe unstained purity of his private and public life. Such 
w^ tbe r^stry frtnn 18S1 till 1826, the years on which the 
EeporUry khowing its nuUity, founds his charges, dignifying 
if with the title of the <^ less dispytable'evid^nce of statisdcat 
returns.*' 

Having thus destroyed the basis of the Reporter'^s ** facts, 
irrefragable proofs, aivd statistical returns,^ I might leave his 
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auperstructure--*his unfounded, unphilosophical, and inco- 
bereiit edbservation&-^to sink into obsoiritjr. But I prefer 
to illustrate the subject a little further, far the sake of my 
readers, and the cause of truth, which affects the welfare of 
this island. 

In the years 1816 and 1817 the population of .Mauritius 
sq&red. seyirely from measles^ which is here a dangerous 
disease, and which had not appeared during the preceding 
- seventeen years ; consequently, a great part of the population 
was unprotected from its contagion. The consequences, or 
dregSfSLS they are called, of the measles were also propor- 
Uonably serere, and laid the foundation of many other debi« 
Utating diseases, as consumption, marasmus, &c. In the 
subsequent year, the population was visited by that anoma^ 
Ions disease which attacks the extremities like the berriberri 
of India, and which, when not fatal, generally leaves a per- ' 
maneut partial paralysis of one or more limbs. This malady | 
qontribttted again to exhaust the population in the years j 
1816 and 18^. In thfese same two years, the cholera mor- \ 
bus raged over all this hemisphere, and it was succeeded by / 
epLdaaasc dysenteiy in this island, in 18£1. Yet, notwitfa* / 
standing these causes of diminution of the number of the j 
Blacks, it will b^ seen in the Appendix, that, when the Re-^ 
porter aileged that the mortality was excessive and unprece* 
dented, he was grievously in error ; and still more so^ when he 
sHaiied that the decrease of Blacks on the Belofnbre esta^ foa? 
theyear I819> according to the recensement of that year, 
was 52 persons, or 13^ per cent, per annum on the popula- 
tion; and that the decrease for 18S5 was S% or 10| per 
eent. p^r amium. H$ has calculated on these, as if they 
were annual Reiurtts^ whereSiS, both w^re trienmalf compris-^ 
ing the deaths that h^d oecut^red} not in one year, but iq-die 
thire^ y^arfe antecedent ta their respective dates. Instead^ 
therefore, o^ a decrease of 18| per <pent. fo^ the year 1819, 
aa'aflBaued by the Reporter, the diminu^tton^ is reduced to a 
third of: that, per ceikage, or an a^erageof 4| per ^nt. 
per annum, for the three years ending in 1819; » Agakiy 
i»itead of 89^acti,.or 10| per eeiSt., being the decrease in 
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the Bdombre population for the year ISSS, it is the decrease 
that took place in three years, from 18S2 to 18^, or about 
Si per cent, per annum. 

The mortality which prevailed in Mauritius, therefore, 
was not the consequence of any peculiar management or 
treatment of the Slaves, ^^ such as no man, who has not the 
heart of a demon, can think of without emotions of indig- 
nation and horror.'" Ten years hence, an equally sagacious 
Reporter, on examining the Returns, and finding that the 
numerical deaths greatly exceed the births, as they in- 
fallibly must do, may state, with equal truth, that no other 
causes of such a disproportion or excess of mortality could 
exist, except starvation, ill treatment, and over labour, which 
led to massacre and to murder. But, if he does not let the 
fervour of his zeal overleap the pause of reason, and if he 
take <the time and pains to ascertain the nature of his pre- 
mises before he draws his deductions, he will discover, that 
an importation of some thoutond male convicts from India, 
and free labourers from China and Madras, are not endowed 
with facilities to multiply — ^that whilst the industry tod the 
produce of the island are increased by these people, and the 
population is tso, by their own number, that they are hot pro- 
lific — that their census is distinguished by no column of 
births — that the only change in their number is under the 
head of mortality from natural causes — and that on the re- 
production of the species, the presence of this excess of adult 
males, at Mauritius, diminishes its apparent rate as a neces- 
sary consequence. 

To leave ^ut of sight the disproportion of the sexes, in 
estimating the rate of increase among mankind, is just as 
reasonable' as to expect that ships^ crews are to kieep up their 
compliments at sea, or regiments in garrison to be com- 
pleted from those bom within the citadel ; and to impute 
the mortality caused by epidemics to the proprietors of 
Mauritius, is as unreasonable as it would be to accuse the 
Grand Seigaor of the mortal efiects of the plague at Con- 
stantinc^le. 

I may add, in r^fa-ence to Belombre, iJlat this estate coul^ 
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•no more be exempt from the influence of such cauises than 
•any other; besides, ^the accidental upsetting of a boat in 
18199 on the reef which surrounds its shores, deprived ns of 
. a number of its most efficient people. 

These natural and obvious causes account for the nume- 
rical state of the population, without having recour^ to 
such savage reveries as the following: — "The regular, 
business-like, daily march**^ of the Colonial system^ which 
>^ steadily proceeds in so torturing and murdering, inch by 
inch, the cultivators of their soil, as that one in ten shall be 
regularly slaughtered every year, to glut the cupidity of 
their savage owners. Wherein do the unflinching and re- 
solute administrators of such a system morally difier from 
the smooth-tongued villain who, in Edinburgh, is now about 
to sufler the penalty of the law? They difi^er only, as it 
appears to us, in the deeper malignity, and more heartless 
barbarity of their conduct.'' This is the language of. the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter^ who is said to be the person who, 
for many years, has been occupied in keeping up, at an ex- 
traordinary expense of blood and treasure, that charnel- 
house of Whites and Blacks — Sierra Leone. If so, deaths 
by thousands, and ten's of thousands, however startling to 
others, must be familiar to his contemplation. 

A reference to the Statistical Returns, made out by order 
of Government, some extracts from which are contained in 
the Appendix, will show what has been the real state of the 
population in every district of this i^and at diflerent epochs, 
for a long series of years. They Jiave been compiled from 
the most authentic sources, by the indefatigable industry of 
the Baron D'Unienville, the Archivist of the colony, whose 
talents and integrity are unquestionable, and whose best 
years have been employed in preparing a correct statistical ac- 
count of Mauritius, for the use of His Majesty's Government. 
The valuable facts contained in this document, afibrd a 
ready refutation of every charga against the colony. It 
results, from these official records, that, from 1804 till 1825, 
the mean average number of the Slaves was 65,633 souls ; 
of births 41,758; of deaths 45,940; leaving a balance of 

H 
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deaths over births of 418S, or about one-tenth per cent, 
per anmim. The reports of the Civil Conunissarijes of the 
diffigrent districts, who. keep the re^sters of the population, 
show that, in the district of Pamplemousses^ the mortality 
was froQl three to foqr per c^nt per annum, and the births 
f|*opi one to two per pent. ; that in the district of RivHtre du 
,Rempafif the births and deaths were nearly equal, each 
being four or five per cent, per annum ; th(^t the district 
of RivHre Noire gave three per cent, in births, and fouTiper 
cent, mortality ; that the district of Plaine^WUhems gave two 
per cent, in births ; and that the district of Moka gave the 
births at from two to three per cent, and the mortality from 
four to five per cent, per annum. 

Having discussed, and, I hope, successfully refuted, the 
varioufiT charges adduced against me by the AfUuSlavery 
Monthly Reporter^ I beg leave to recommend the following 
Appendix to the careful perusal of the reader. 
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It wasat ficBl^ myimentipn to baye arranged the humerQua 
documents contained in this Appendix, either cbronolcgicaUy, 
or tauler heads eoBnesponding to the charges: but neither 
Mediod w^ free frtoi great inconveniences, especially as 
allusknu are frequently made to posterior events lit. aia 
efliiy part of the work, and as the same testimonial often 
tretfts of a Tariety of subjects. Therefore, while as mu<:h . as 
pos£Rble ioombining both plam^ I have not rarely intro^ 
duced, dpcuments, which, apparently, may seem not exactly 
hooring on the subjects in question, but the prbpiety of 
which will afterwards become evident. 

The Appendix consists of two chief divisions :•— *the first 
class includes letiens, . extracts, regulations, &c*, partly 
prints, anid others written by myself, previous to my know.* 
ledge of the attack made upon mie 19 the Mcmihiy Anis^ 
Slavery Reporter :''^the second class is composed of letters 
and tesUmonials sent to me by my numerous friends, after 
they heard of my intention to publish the present '< Be- 
futation.'' 

In so miscellaneous an Appendix, the impossibility of 
avoiding repetition, without injury to the subjects discussed, 
must strike every one. 
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No. 1. 

Proclamation in the name of His Majesty ^ <§c. <%c. 8^c. 

To all and singular the Inhabitants of the districts of St. 
Paul, St. Leu, St Louis, St, Pierre, and St. Joseph, within 
this island and colony of Bourbon : — 

Whereas Henry S. Keating, Esq. Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Military Service of His Britannic Majesty, and Com- 
mandant of all the military forces within this colony and its 
dependencies, has been appointed also Lieutenant Governor 
of this colony, and has been nominated by the Governor 
thereof to take upon himself the civil administration of , the 
said districte of St. Paul, St. Leu, St Pierre, and St Joseph 
within this island. 

And whereas, Charles Telfair, Esq. has been nominated 
and appointed Civil Asiastant to the said Lieutenant 
Governor, notice is hereby ^ven, that for the convenience of 
the inhabitants of the said five districts of St. Paul, St Leu, 
St Pierre, and St Joseph, herein particularly enumerated, 
and to ease the said inhabitants from the trouble and delay 
of laying their complaints, not of a military nature, against 
British subjects of this island and its dependencies, seas, and 
harbours, and who may be found therein, and not subject to 
the French laws of this colony, before the judidal assessor 
and magistrate of and for this colony, at St. Denis, in order 
to be adjudged by the Gk)vemor there, all complaints against 
such British subjects, not subject to the French laws of thift 
colony, shall, whenever, and as often as any cause, of com- 
plaint against such British subject . shall arise or happen,^ 
and the same British subject be found within any, or 
either, of the said five districts of St Paul, St. Leu, St 
Louis, St Pierre, and St Joseph, in the first instance, be 
laid before the Civil Assistant of the said Lieutenant 
Governor at St Paul, aforesaid, and be inquired and 
examined into, by the said Civil Assistant, and by him be 
reported to the said Lieutenant Governor of this island and 
its dependencies, for his decision. 

Which all persons concerned are desired to take due notice. 
(Signed) B. T. FARQUHAR. 
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No. ^. 
To Charles Telfaib» Esq.» Civil Assistant. 

St. Paul, November 9, 1810. 

SiE, — As I am about to make the tour of the south-west 
district, and must, on that account, be necessarily absent 
from this place for some time, and as it is necessary that the 
government of this district, which is confided to my charge, 
'should be carried on by one who is perfectly possessed of 
all my wishes, sentiments, and views, concerning it : 

This is to authorise you to continue the said Government, 
by my authority, making \ise of my name in the same 
manner as if I were present, for the benefit of his Majesty 
and the colony ; and I, by this instrument, legalize, as far 
as in me lies, whatever acts you may adopt for that purpose. 

It likewise is my intention, that this letter shall be a 
sufficient authority for you, in all future cases of temporary 
absence. 

In all matters involving military arrangements or dis- 
positions, you will be guided by the advice of the senior offi- 
cer of the troops, who will also support you in the execution 
of your duties. 

(Signed) EDWARD DRUMMOND, 
Lt. Col H. M. 86th Regt., 
Acting Lieutenant Governor. 



No. 8. 

Extract from " Bwh of Government Orders ;" 

from December Q, 1810, to April 9, 1811. 

. t 
G. O. By Government. 

The chief seat of these colonies having been transferred/ 

from Bourbon' to the Isle of Firance, and the Right Honour- 
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able the Governor-General having been pleased to appoint 
Major A. Barry, to be Chief ^Secretary to the government 
so constituted, the appointment of Chief Secretary of Bourbon, 
formerly conferred on that officer by hjs Excellency, the 
Governor-Greneral in Council, virtually ceases to exist. The 
Honourable the Governor of the Isle of France, is pleased, 
therefore, to direct, that the duties of the Public Govern- 
ment Office, at Bourbon, may in future be carried on by an 
officer under the designation of Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bourbon; to which »tuation a salary will be 
attached, proportionable to its relative rank and importance. 
The Honourable, the Governor of the Isle of France, 
Bourbon, and dependencies, is pleased to appoint Charles 
Telfair, Esq., to be Secretary to the Governmeut^of Bourbon, 
until the pleasure of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General shall be known. 

In nominating Mr. Telfmr to the above confidential 
situation, under the Lieutenant Governor of Bourbon, the 
Honourable the Governor is happy to avail himself of the 
opportunity it affi^rds him, of doing justice to the merits and 
exertions of that gentleman, during the period he filled the 
situation of Civil Assistant at St. Paul. 

(Signed) A. BARRY, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 



No. 4. 

Instruction from His ExceUeficy^ Governor Farqu- 
HAE, dated August 24, 1811, to Colonel John 
PiCTON, commanding the Forces at Bourhon. 

SiB,-^His Pxcellency, Major General Warde, com- 
manding the Forces on these Islands, having appointed you 
to command at Bourbon, I have to request, that you will 
take upon you the provisional supmntendence of the- civil 
duties on that island, in my name; and on my behalf. It i^ 
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impossible for tne to give you any specific instruction 
further orders may arrive froni England. 

I can, tberefoiie, only reconimend you to continue, in e^ery 
respect, to carry on the duties on the preisoit plan, as esta- 
blished by me, for the government of that island. 

Tou will find the Secretary to the colony of Bourbon 
a most intelligent, able, and honourable man, and perfectly 
conversant Vnih the nature of the service. I beg leave, in 
conisequence, to recommend Mr. Telfair, to your particular 
consideration. 

Mr. Telfiiir will give you the outlines of all thai has^ been 
done, anc} is doing, for the benefit and improvement of that 
island. 



No. 5. 

To the Rev. George Burdeb, London: 

Behmbrey Mauritius^ May 15, 1890. 
Si 11,-— When I had last the pleasure of addresdng you, 
about eight months since, on the subject of the Madagascar 
Mission, I mentioned the establishment of a school for {he 
Slaves on this estate. It is the first institution in this hemi- 
sphere for diffusing the principles of religious education 
among that class of people ; and therefore it may be inte- 
resting to you, from the nature of your pursuits, to be 
made acqumnted with the result. I am likewise anxious to 
do justice to your Missionary, Mr. David Jones, who has 
resided' with me ance the date of my last letter to you, 
gradually recovering his health, and chiefly occupied in 
such studies as might prepare him for fulfilling the views of 
the Society, in propagating the Gospel at Madagascar. 
The voluminous mass of manuscripts, on the customs, 
manners, rites, languages, opinions, history, &c. &c., of the 
natives of that island, composed by the Catholic Missionaries 
of former times, and by the Government Agents of these 
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itiands, has been deeply studied by -Mr. -Jones,', and should 
his health be sufficiently re-established to admit of his under- 
tdcing the ttok,:he will be so far advanced by the above 
coui^se of study, by his knowledge of the feelings and pre- 
judices of the natives, aJad of the errors and mistakes which' 
led to the failure of his predecessors, that his renewed efforts 
will be sure of success. 

It was as a relaxation from these severer studies that 
Mr. Jones undertook the superintendence of our school, and 
in this he has been eminently successful. I put forty 
children under his care, they are now increased to sixty, 
several can read, a few can write, and they are all learning 
arithmetic ; but their progress in religious knowledge is the 
most striking. I have never met, even in Europe, with an 
instance of such rapid progress. Their answers to the 
Catechism, show that they understand what they learn ; 
it is not a mere effect of memory, but an exercise of the 
understanding, to which Mr. Jones has accustomed them i 
so that they do not repeat by rote, but ^ve their ideas in 
their own words. Neither compulsion nor severity is used 
in this school, yet the children prefer it to play. Such has 
been the nature of the plan by which Mr. Jones has won 
the scholar^s affections, that the greatest punishment which 
has ever been threatened was, to turn the offender out of 
school, ^nd this has never yet been found necessary. 

The interest which I felt in the diffusion of the Gospel in 
Madagascar, induced me, in my former letter to you, to 
suggest the propriety and expediency of forming a central 
institution, or seminary, here, for the purpose of enabling the 
Missionaries whom you send out to obtain all the previous 
knowledge which this island can afford, preparatory to their 
actual establishment at Madagascar. By. these means 
they may avoid those misfortunes which crushed their 
predecessors. 
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No. s; 

Extract (^ an Address to His Royal Highness^ 
the Prince Regent, dated Port-Louis^ Isle 
Maurice, OcfoJer 23, 1816. 

(^ " A conflagration, the account of which j transmitted to 

Your Royal Highness, will be conspicuous amongst the- 
most horrible disasters of the kind, devoured, in a few hours,- 
the half of the city of Port-Louis, and left thousands of the, 
Colonists, who, the evening before, were blessed with the 
gifts of fortune, without bread, without clothes, and without^ 
an asylum. 

^^ More than seven hundred houses, all our rich magazines, 
an amount of eight millions of dollars, became a prey to^ 
the flames; the rich and the indigent, creditors and debtors, 
victims alike of this fearful violation, partake the same lot, 
and solicit with one acclaim the favour and generosity of 
Your Royal Highness. 

^^ Foreign nations, in their misfortunes, have invoked 
Great Britain, and their cries have been listened to. Dwell- 
ings burnt down have arisen again at the voice of that 
powerful nation, and ravaged fields become once more 
fertile; and shall we, whom it has annexed to its vast 
empire, be the only people to implore its aid in vain ? 

**Our fortune was occasioned by a free commerce— we 
have lost it — ^but the same commerce can still contribute 
m^nly to restore prosperity to us again — ^it can sustain our 
energies and animate our industry, and in time save a dense 
population from all the horrors of misery.'' 

(Signed) CHARLES PITOT- 
G. NOUVEL. 
&c. &c. &c. * 



* One thousand names follow the abo?^* 
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No. a 

Extract of a Dispatch addressed to Earl 
Bathurst, byliieut. Gen. Sir G. L. Cole, 
dated Mauritius^ May i5, 1824. 

' ^* It is not unknown to your Lordship, that the Mauritius 
was peculiarly favoured by the old French Government; 
and the intimate connection which exists between this island 
aild that of Bourbon, arising from their former union, and 
the numerous alliances in the families of the two colonies, 
naturally induce the inhabitants here to draw comparisons 
between their present and their former situation, as well as 
their portion, when 6otitrasted with that of the inhabitants 
6f Bourbon. It cannot be disguised, that these comparisons 
are not likely to wean their affections from their former 
Government, nor calculated to secure their attachment to 
that of His Majesty. 

" The sugars of Bourbon, avowedly of an inferior quality 
to those of the Mauritius, are now selling for seven dollars 
in specie, whilst those of this island have not exceeded from 
three to four and a half dollars of the paper currency per 
himdred weight. 

" The apices and coffee at Bourbon are kept at a fixed 
high price, by ihe French Government ; and that colony 
has been happily exempted frbm the effects of the several 
epidemics, which have been so fatal to the Slave populjition 
h^re, and has suffered in a ve^y trifling degree, for many 
years past, from the hurricanes which have destroyed the 
crc^ and plantations of this island."" 

(Signed) G. LOWRY COLE. 
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No. 7. 

Extract of a Letter to Mr. Stephen, Jrmn Judge 
ISmith, dated July 1, 1821, in reply to Mr. 
Stephen's Letter of the Mth November, 1820. 

" With respect to ray intimacy with persons, suspected to 
be Slave Dealers, I am not conscious of being intiinate any 
where, but in the families of the Governor, General 
Darling, and Mr. Telfair. I long since gave General 
Hall my answer as to the latter, and as to any others 
do, for God's sake, let me know with whom I am thus 
associated. As for Telfair, I should think the Missionary 
Society could vcruch in his favour, and I can only further 
say, that I have made both open and secret inquiries, as to 
his Slave property, which I would not have made as to that 
of any other person, because, generally speaking, such 
inquiries are not die province of my situation ; and I solemnly 
declare, as a christian, and a gentleman, that I firmly 
believe him to have been .most infamously and wickedly 
slandered, by those who have accused him.*" 



No. 8. 

To Thomas Fowell, Buxton, M.^P, - 

&c. &c. &c. 

Port-Louis, MauritiiLS, October' ^^ 1826. 

SiE, — I have learned, with much concern, that you have 
been pleased to hold me forth to my country and the world,. 
by naine, as guilty of a crime which has long aind justly 
l^en Stigmatised as infamous. Such a charge o^uld only 
hdve been advanfied by a person utterly unacquainted miAh 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



92 

my principles and actions. It has led to official investigations 
on the part of Groverament, and' the result will satisfy you, 
that the witnesses you produced were perjured. An accu- 
sation of so dark a dye, made by the least important member 
of an assembly, the proceedings of which are read in every 
tongue of the civilized world, and in every rank of life in 
the British empire, would be, of itself, a dreadful infliction ; 
but when the denunciation of my name is advanced with that 
intrepid and resolute assurance, which should arise only 
from the incontrovertible truth of the charge, and the 
assertion pledged to be proved by a person of such intellectual 
character, the impression it spreads so widely through the 
world can be but partially effaced, even by the punishment 
of the perjury on which it was grounded, and by the formal 
avowal of the falsehood of the accusation, in the face of the 
same august assembly where it was advanced. This solemn 
act, inadequate as a reparation, is all that is in your power 
to perform, and if I have not over-rated the moral courage 
of your character, I shall receive it at your hands. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your bumble Servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES TELFAIR. 



No. 9. 

Extracts from the Instructions andNotes^for the 
Management of Belomhre^ 1817. 

No. 3, Charactkh Book. — Red. 
No. 4, Ditto. Ditto. — Black. 

These books are for the purpose of containing the chai'acter 
of every servant on the establishment at Belombre, white 
and black. The list is alphabetically arranged, for the sake ' 
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._ of easy reference. After each name, must be noted, with 
as mudi impartiality and truth as possible, all that can be 
learned of individual characters. To these characters must 
be occafflonally added, sucb remarks as daily experience may 
enable the master to collect. As it is intended that these 
books should have a powerful influence on the formation of 
characters, the servants are to be inspired with as great 
veneration for them as possible; by being made to observe^ 
that every instance of extraordinary industry, care, diligence, 
fidelity, watchfulness, and attention to the interest of the 
estate, is faithfully recorded in the Red Book; while all 
cases of, sloth, vice, and the exhibition of bad qualities, 
together with the punishments annexed to them, are minuted 
in the JBhck Book. It should also be explained to them, 
that indulgences and degradations are regulated by the 
records of these books. 

Books, Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8, are allotted to Classification. 
The names of the Blacks of each class are to be written 
on the first leaf of each of these books, and are to be read 
to the whole community. Every case of promotion or 
degradation is to be rendered as solemn as possible, so as 
to leave a lasting impression on the minds of the spectators. 
No. 9, is the Hospital Book, Independently of the 
regular and detailed journal of each hospital case, to be 
kept by the Surgeon, as stated in his instructions, he is to 
bring to the proprietor, or the manager of the estate, every 
morning, at breakfast, his hospital book, containing the 
following particulars — ^the name, the age, ^ and the sex of the 
patient, the name and progress of the disease, and the 
period the patient has been in the hospital, with any remarks. 
An dccount must also be kept of convalescents, of their 
entry and their discharge from the Hospital Book, containing 
also details of the wants of the hospital, and a list of con- 
valescents capable of working. 

No. 10, {orms the Nursery Book, which is to be delivered 
by the overseer, every morning at breakfast time, with the 
report of the Surgeon. It must contain the date of the 
Irirth, the name, and the sex of the child ; the mother'* 
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name;' ani^ ki a- i^^ace, divided into two ctdumns, one of 
which should be headed, ^ WUh the mother t^ the other, * 
^^ In the NurBery^ the child^s loedi^ will be shown* The 
stat^ of the health di the mother, and of the diild, should be 
also noted, ' as well ds their diseases ; under which head 
come. worms, cold, griping, purging, costiveness, &c. The 
date of taking last worm medicine, the diet, the date of 
receiving clothing, whether the clothing be complete or 
incomplete,' the number of nurses, the immediate wants of 
individuals, a list of those capable and incdpable to go to 
work, must likewise be regularly inserted. ^ 

No. 11, is the Trade Booh, .This Book must contain an 
alphabetical list of trades, and, underneath each head or 
trade, the names of all the individuals on the estate capable 
of workiiig at the said trade. Opposite the name of eaeh 
individual is to be entered an estimate of the quantity of 
work which he can perform, as a moderate taskfia the day. 
To the heading of each trade, an estimate of the average 
quantity of work, which a full grown, able bodied, and 
well instructed tradesman can perform, should be annexed. 



No. 10. 

N^otes extracted from the Behmbre Instruciions 
Book, on the Treatment of Blacks, 1817. 

The punishment of Blacks, for inattention, laziness, or 
delinquency, is the most disagreable part of a Plartter'^s duty ; 
but it may be so managed, as, in a great measure, to remove 
the odium arising from exerdse of authority, by the adop- 
tion of juries, chosen from among themselves. By this plan, 
the master is preserved, in a considerable degree, if not 
entirely, from the suspicion of tyranny and partiality, which 
naturally are attributed to him by the sufferers. 

A jury is to be formed of the best behaved and most 
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intelligent Slacks ; and it9 foreman sfaonldl dirsys be one of 
the oldest Comnumders^ or chief workmen of the various 
tr^es on the habitation. 

Punishment is not to be adjudged till after due investi- 
gation; nor, in any case^ is it to be inflicted until the 
sentence has been sanctioned by the master. Several juries 
may be regularly empannelled, so a& to prevent the necessity 
of removing culprits from the scene of thdr work, and that 
justice may be rendered on the spot for petty crimes ; but 
the master is, in all cases, to be the supreme judge. This 
measure becomes the more necessary, because such juries 
are apt to sin On the part of severity, rather than on that of 
clemency. In serious cases, examination should take place 
on the establishment, and in presence of all the Blacks^ so. 
as to render it the more impressive ; and, to. fix the attention 
of the Blacks more firmly, public punishmenjt should be 
accompanied by due solemnities. This mode of conducting 
trials' will have the effect of making the master beloved, as a 
source of mercy, instead of being dreaded ; and its effect will 
be to destroy, in a great measure, that tendency so natural 
among . persons subject to coercion — to unite, in a sort of 
standing conspiracy, against those by whom they suppose 
themselves kept under pressure. It is easy to perceive, that 
the fear of chastisement — ^hitherto considered almost the only 
motive of a Black^s exertion — ^is little calculated to call forth 
all the industry he is capable of exerting. Fear engages 
him rather to conceal than to show the extent of his cor- 
poreal powers, and all the labour he can elude i? by him 
considered positive gain. Therefore, a master, who well, 
understands his own ititerest, will encourage a spirit of 
industry among hi^ Slacks^ guaranteeing to them the little 
profits which their own labour can produce, and allowing 
them to hope that their diuly savings may form, the basis 
of their own future happiness. With this view, the master 
will always be ready to receive such small sums'as any one. 
of the industrious Blacks may be at any time disposed to 
place m his hajpids, and to become accountable for. them,... 
with interest^ at 12 per cent. To give the Blacks confidence . 
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in the mastc^r, their accounts are to be read over to them in 
public, after corvie^ every Sunday morning. This plan 
will have the same effect as the Saving Banks for the poor 
in England. 

It is to be fully explained to all the Blacks^ that it is in 
their own power, by industry and economy, to obtain for 
themselves a portion of freedom proportioned to their exer- 
tions. 

For instance, let the valuation of a whole year''s work, for 
the master, be fixed at 600 dollars. A man who could 
rmse this sum, by his own industry, -would be allowed to 
work for h\mself all the year. When a Black shall have 
deposited 50 dollars in the hands of his master, he shall have 
a legal claim to Saiurdaya ; on depositing 70 dollars more, 
he shall have Fridays ; on advancing other 90 dollars he 
shall have Thursdays ; 110 dollars will purchase Wednes- 
days ; 1^ dollars Tuesdays ; and 160 dollars will secure 
the Mondays. To facilitate the acquisition of individual 
liberty, the master will grant, for the six days that are to 
be bought, a certain hire or wages, for each day; or, in 
preference, a certain sum is to be paid off by task-work. 
The consideration of this plan will show the reason of the 
sucoessiye augmentations of the price of each successive day. 
Such an arrangement will enable the master to demand so 
low a price for the first day, as to put it within the power of 
every Black'^s emulation. It will also have the important 
effect of presenting a more powerful motive than the fear of 
punishment, to call forth the labour of the Blacks. Affran- 
chisement would follow the march of that moral melioration 
which is produced among Blacks^ by their having learned 
the difficult lesscnis of industry. Their hands would be set 
free, in proportion as they afforded sufficient and solid 
assurances that they should be employed for the advantage 
of society, and when the £dety of those who are to live in 
the midst of them should no longer be in danger. 

Every encouragement should be given to mutual attach- 
ments between the sexes, in the view of rendering them as 
permanent as the nature of things will admit. Promiscuous 
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intercourse is seldom productive of children, and should, 
therefore, independently of a moral or a religious point of 
view, be repressed. With this>yiew, a register of families 
must be kept, and each family must have a separate cottage, 
into which no stranger shall be allowed to intrude ; and anjr 
preference or comfort that can be ^ven to them, in the rear- 
ing of pigs, fowls, and other stock, or in the distribution of 
fish or other sorts of provisions, should be afiPorded. Preg- 
nant women should have sedentary employments, from the 
fourth month until the child is weaned. All of them are to 
be informed that the rearing of one child to ten years of age 
gives them liberty for one day in the week, and so on, toties 
qvcties ; and that the rearing of six children to that age shall 
exempt the mother from work during the remainder of her 
life. Besides, females are to have the same facilities as males 
of buying their freedom by their work. 

In many manufactories in England, children, even at four 
years of age, earn sometl^ng, and children a few years older 
gaih a subsistence, and that a comfortable one^ by their own 
hands. For the abridgement of labour in the nursery, an 
expedient has been used, viz. large cradles, consisting of four- 
teen or sixteen divisions, each of which admits a child, so that 
rocking the whole can be performed by one mother, While an 
opportunity o£ industry is thus afforded to many others. 

Slavery has existed in all countries. It still exists in many 
European nations ; but it is gradually superseded by freedcnn 
in the progress of civilization ; because hired work has been 
foutid more profitable to the employer than the labour of 
Slaves. Another beneficial distinction has arisen from the 
progress of modem observation and activity. What wa^ 
once universally prevalent, viz. labour by the day, as fat a^ 
the nature of the employment admits, is liow done by taslu 
work. Even in agriculture — in which, in many respects, 
task-work is generally accompanied with difficulty — every 
favourable occasion is to be taken for introducing task-work, 
which is, when apj^icable, productive of benefit to the Planter 
and comfort to the labourer, who executes his share with 
alacrity and pleasure. . 
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No. 11. 



Statement of the Management at Belombrey in 1819^ 
contained in a Letter to Dr. Jam£S McDonnell, 
Belfast; extracted from Mr. Telfair's Private 
Correspondence. 

Even essential and important improvements in the primary 
arts of life, such as agriculture, gain their way with difficulty 
in new countries. It is long before the labour of animals 
is substituted for that of man, and you will be surprised to 
r learn that I am jhe first person that introduced a European 

( ik\0^ti'KKC\ plough into^lauritius and Bourbon, although these, espe- 
cially the latter, like aH colonies, depend almost entirely upon 
agriculture. Several Planters have ali'eady followed my ex- 
ample, dud I am. pleased with the progress which has been 
made in my absence. From London I brought with me 
many new ploughs, of the best construction, horse-hoes, 
chiiff-cutters, ropU:utters, drill-planters, &c. ; and I have 
alr^dy* got them into activity, with a great saving of labour, 
which is better done than by the hand. I have no doubt 
$hat my example will be speedily and extenavely followed. 
It will appear extraordinary to you, that, although many of 
the estates in this island have water-mills for the extraction 
of the juic6 of sugar-canes and the making of sugar, yet 
that the greatest part of the Indian corn and grain for gene- 
ral consumption is ground by manual labour, in the way I 
have seen practised in the Hebrides* ; whilst a slight addi- 
tional mechanism joined to the water-mill would effect the 
same purpose without expense of labour ; yet labour is dearer 
here than in Europe* In the management of my estate, I 
lay down as prindples, that all work capable of being per- 

* A woman sits on the grouod^-and turns, with the right hand, one small 
stone (called the quearn, if I recollect) upon another ; the left hand feeds 
the mill, and the flonr is collected v|H>il a mat. ^ • 
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formed by the powe^ of machinery should not be done by 
(mimal power ; that work which can be dohe by cattle, such 
as the transport of wood, of sugar-canes, of sugar, &c., turn- 
ing and manuring the ground, and cultivation in general, 
shall not be performed by mantud labour ; and that man 
shall ofJff be employed when his intelligence is as necessary 
as his muscular force. The very reverse of this practice pi%^ 
vuled in this island ; where the hoe could work no other 
ihstPunient nor power was used in culture ; not a Planter, ex- 
cept myself, has got a scythe ; carts are never used but when 
the articles to be carried are too weighty for the head of a 
man ; and a mill is only kept in activity because no less a* 
power will bruise the sugar-canes. 

Mrs. Telfair has her enjo3rnients in improvement, as 
well as myself. She is introducing the Lancasterian System 
for the instruction of the yoiing Blacks on our estate, and is 
delighted with their quickness and intelligence. We lead a 
patnarchal life at Beloinbre, with this advantage, that we 
have libt to wait for a patriarchal age ; we have around us 
a population looking up with reverence and devotion to their 
master, and exhibiting an example of obedience and of sub* 
mission, to which the independence of European servants 
forms a great contrast. If the greatest earthly pleasure be 
that of doing good, and of promotmg the comfort and haaph. 
piness of our fellow creatures, these luxuries a Planter mdiy 
enjoy, and with the additional satisfaction of knowing that 
the means which he employs for the happiness of others ar^, 
at the same time, the best for improving his own fbrtmne. 
More work is got by voluntary labour, and the excitement 
of a spirit of industry, than by the effects of fear. AUowing 
Xh& Blacks a portion of time for themselves, giving them 
extra work, if they choose, and paying them for it the nw- 
ment it is performed, are measures equally profitable to the 
Master and to the Slave. This method also insures the 
punctual performance of their own task, as the Slaves do 
not begin to work for themselves till they have finished their 
duties for their master. For instance, two Slaves^ in my 
wood, cut a certain quantity of planks with a saw, and their 
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task is such', that with infinitely less labour than that of a 
sawyer at home, it is accomplished by two o'^clock, p. m. ; if 
they continue from that hour to work for themselves, I pay 
them so much a foot for the surplua-work they have done 
during the day ; and I can afford to do so at a larger rate 
than that of labour in England, because I can sell my 
timber at a greater profit, and the ground which is cleared 
is more valuable for cultivation, while the vir^n soil exhibits 
a luxuriance of vegetation of which no idea can be forned. 
but by an eye-witness. 

But it is not enough that the Slave should be able to gain 
money on his own account ; the employment of this money- 
to his own advantage, and consequently to that of his master, 
is important ; unless this be attended to, it might be inju-* 
rious instead of beneficial, by putting the Slave in possession 
of the means of dissipation and debauchery. To obviate 
this, payments are made in paper money, payable on the 
estate itself, in an equivalent value of useful commodities, for 
which there is a' shop kept by one of my Slaves. The Blacks 
are thus enabled to increase their comforts, and even to enjoy: 
harmless luxuries, by their own efforts. The paper money 
not being current except on the estate of Belombre, they are 
prevented from spending it elsewhere on rum or other spiri- 
tuous liquors. The commodities being provided at whole- 
sale price, and no profit bdng taken on the retail, the Slaves 
get better bargains at the hom6 store than they could any* 
where else for the same nominal value of paper currency. 
This circumstance makes them prefer my paper to metallic 
currency. 

There is another extension of the same principle in the 
establishment of a Saving Banky the proprietor being the 
Banker ; so that any Slave^ who wishes to lay by his cash, 
is enabled to do so with safety and with profit, being 
allowed the legal interest of 12 per cent, per annum. Be- 
sides, the money is always ready, and at the disposal of the 
Slave^ whose property it is. The chief intention of this 
Saving Bank is to enable the Slave to purchase his own 
freedom, and that of his children, by his own industrious 
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tearnings; thus rendering him fit for the enjoyment of 
liberty by habits of voluntary labour, acquired in working 
for the same freedom. The mode of management is this :-^ 
suppose a Slave has, by his earnings, deposited in the 
Saving Bank the amount of £* 10, he shall have Mondays 
to himself; days which he should employ in task- work for 
regular payment. Having these at his own disposal, he is 
thus enabled rapidly to acquire, by his labour, £, 15, with 
which sum he purchases Tuesdays ; with the wageis of these 
two days of payable labour he soon acquires Wednesdays ; 
and so on, in an accelerating ratio, until the whole six days 
#f the week are his own. Consequently, by his own labour 
and industry, he works out his own freedom--renjoys its 
sweets, and gradually becomes civilized. Thus, these 
highly important ends are accomplished in the most easy and 
efficient manner. When a Black thus affi*anchises himself, 
his labour is proportionably advantageous to his master ; 
besides, his conduct is by necessity exemplary ; for the com- 
mission of any crime would not only retard his progress, but 
throw him back in his career ; and he may greatly influence his 
companions, and excite their emulation to follow his example, 
and thus be of unseen utility. 



No. 12. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Telfaie to His 
Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry^ in answer 
to their Letter, ofDecemher 26, 1827. 

The kind of agricultural labour which appears to me best 
calculated, in this island, to benefit the Master and the 
Slave, whose interests I consider identified and inseparable, 
is the cultivation of the sugar-cane, joined with the pro- 
duction, on the spot, of the mo^t plentiful, prolific, and 
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putritlous articles of 8iibsistei|ce. On this subject I speal^ 
from expepencei dearly bought ; and the result is, that I 
should 0ot be seduced by the high prices of any kind of 
produce that might be raised for exports^tion, to depend in 
jthe smallest ^cgree on iinported food for the use of my 
people. 

, Sugar is produced more abundantly in this island than 
^n the West Indies, from the same extent of land and from 
the same quantity of labour, owing, in a great measure, 
to the superior quality of our sugar-canes. The difference 
of freight a^d insurance is trifling. Indigoes, cloves, nut- 
megs, coffee, and cotton, are subject to fluctuations in price, 
from which sugar, become a staple necessary of life, is 
comparatively exempted. My neighbour in the Savanne, 
M,. £tienn^ Bolgerd, went over his grounds with me, in 
November 1817; at a moderate calculation, his crop of 
cloves, thep about to be collected, was expected to exceed 
70,0001bs., and their price was thrice what it is at present 
The hurricane of March 1818, not only destroyed nearly 
the whole crop, but did such injury to the trees that they 
never recovered; and thus flfteen years of life, in which 
M. Bolgerd had been forming his plantations, were^lost. 
The culture of the other articles enumerated above is, per- 
haps, not less objectionable than that of cloves. 

I do not approve of the iissignment of ground for the 
Blacks to enable them to raise their own provisions; the 
Colony is not yet old enough for such a plan ; but, where 
land is of little value, as at Belombre, they might be allowed 
garden-grounds for the cultivation of luxuries, in addition to 
their rations* 

The rations of the Blacks might, I think, in general, be 
much improved by varying the species of food, and by 
paying . more attention to the modes of cooking them ; on 
which subject I subjoin some notes, in relation to the practice 
at Belombre. 

Governor Farquliar made every effort to encourage the 
cultivation of the silk-worm, and also that of the poppy, in 
the view of furnishing a light occupation to women and 
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children. For accomplishing these ends, M. Chazal waa t^ 
sent expresd;^ Jo India, to bring down the. latest kinds €$ ^ 
»lk**wonQs« The ulk^ produced here was found excellent, 
by judges in London, and I believe superior (o that of 
India. The opium was sold, even on th^ spot where it was 
grown, at axteen, and eren twenty dollars the pound ; and 
at a time when the best Turkey opium could be had at five 
or six. Yet the poppies did not pay the price of cultivation. 
These branches of industry, as well as the production of 
tea, cannot, perhaps, be pursued with advantage in any 
country where the price of labour is more than three or four 
pence per day ; and, in this vi?w, for several years past, I 
have been endeavouring to encourage an exten^ve cultiva^ 
tion of those articles in Madagascar, where in silk they 
already rival this island. The silk«worms and poppy*seeds 
were, first sent there by Grovernor FarC^uhar, about twelve 
years ago, together with some Indian artisans, fpr the pur^ 
pose of instructing the natives in the process of making silk ; 
'and British workmen, to teach them the construction of 
looms, and improved modes of weaving, after the European 
manner. 



No. 13. 

Extract of a Letter to His Honour, Geobge^ 
Smith, Esq., Gh-and Judge, and Commissary of 
Justice, Mauritius, Jrom Charles Telfair, 
Esq., dated Belombre, October 10, 1819. 

I wish it were the fashion to follow our friend R ^*s 

mode of making an annual exposi of our affairs and pro- 
perty, under the pretence of going to France; for although 
I am not one of those who like to put the public in my con- 
fidence, or to make myself the subject of town talk, I have 
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not the idigfatest objectkm that the whole world should pos^/ 
sess every infannation regarding me and my property. 

We are this morning paying a large sum to our Blacks 
jfor what they have done, during the week, above their task. 
This* plan opens the road to prosperity, and the people are 
happy. Our woods alone, as now managed, will give us 
Shove 30,000 dollars per annum, instead of S4,000, a sum 
which you thought exaggerated, but there is no illusion. 
' We are making more wood than our boat can transport, 
although she now goes with unusual quickness, and it is 
sold at Fort-Louis before being landed. 

We have a hundred men at work in the wood, yet our 
other operations, sugar-making, and planting sugar-canes, 
do not suffer. We are now well provided with tools, and 
our expenses on this score are closed. There is not a single 
sawyer, shingle-maker, or squarer of wood, that does not 
receive a weekly sum, varying from a rupee to a dollar, for 
extra work. Every one not only does his task, at preserft, 
but many much above it, and there is a spirit of emulation 
and enjoyment amongst the Blacks which promises well. 



No. 14. 

Accounts f or BeddiTig, Clothes.^c. S§c.,for the Blacks 
ofBelombre, in June, Juhf^ and August, 1819. 

June 8, 1819. 
Received from Seijeant James Beck, of the Store-keeper 
General department, the undermentioned articles — 
1 Tent. 
1 Fly. 
4 Marlings. 
4 Doors. 
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7 Door Poles. 
2 Centre Do. 
1 Rigy Pole. 
10 Flanders Kettles, with fryingpan lids. 
500 Beds. 
600 Pillows. 

(Signed) RICHARD LAMBERT*. 



June 93, 1819' 
Two Hundred and Fifty Shirts for Belombre, 

Dollars. Cents » 

20 dozen and 10 Shirts, at 7 Dollars per dozen, 145 80 
(Signed) WILLIAM MANSFIELD, 
Qiiart'MasL 9»9,nd Regt. 

To be paid by Messrs. Berry and Co., for Belombre. 
(Signed) WM. GEO. WAUGH, 

one of the Proprietors. 



June 23, 1819. 
Major Wauch for Belombre, 

Dr. to QuaruMast. Man&field, 22nd Regt. 



To 20 Undress Jackets, eaph 10^. - «^.10 

Received the above sum. 
(isigned) WILLIAM MANSFIELD, 
Quart'Mast 9S/nd Regt. 



* This is ilie same Richard Lambert spoken of in the 59th page of 
the «* Refutation." The nature of his duties is detailed by himself in the 
document to which his name is subscribed) among the testimonials in this 
Appendix. 
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Ji% 16 and m, 1819. 
Mr. Waugh owes for the Establishment at Belombre* 
1500 Needles. 
200 Thimbles. 

4 Gross of Pipes. 
150 Batavia Bowls. 
12 Dozen |Cnives, for Blacks. 
2 Dozen Scissars. 

2 Dozen Locks, for the cottages of the Blacks. 
16 lbs. of Pins. 
1 Dozen Trowels. 
1 Dozen Hoes. 
July Wth. 

60 Slates for the SchooT. 



PorULouis, le 3 Aouty 1819. 
Doit M. Telfaib k Couroubadon, Marchand, pour quatre 
cents cocos de mer*, foumis k son etablissement de Belombre, 
savoir, k raison de 86 soU M. la piece, font 72/)mw. 72 c. 
Pour acquit, 

{Signi) COURBADON. 



The clothing of my Blocks may be judged of by the in- 
voices of the supplies received last year. Not a single article 
has been applied for any other purpose than their use. These 
invoices are selected in preference to those of supplies from 
India, because they can be verified by the parties in London, 
who furnished the several articles. The clothing was chosen, 
in conformity to my orders given in 1827, by Captain David 

* Of these foar hundred Cocos de Mer were made eight luiudred dishes 
of the most favourite description, for their lightness, beauty, and durability. 
When polished they have a metallic lustre, and are sometimes s6t in gold, 
for the dessert services of the tasteful and opulent. 
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Thomson, now in London, first in the firm of Messrs. 
Thomson, Passmore, and Thompson, of Port-Louis. 



London, March 1 ^, 1828. 
Bought of Alexander Balmano and Co. 
No. 78, Queen-St, Cheapside. 
Shipped on board the Ceylon, f^rancis Davison, for Mauritius. 

^^^^ "^ |400 Highland Bonnets, at 13|d. £.9& ^ 

iti Bales marked Nos. 1 and S. 



C. Telfair, Esq. (for his Blacks). 

Dr. to Thomson, Passmore, and Thompson. 
1828. 
For Goods imported to his order from London, by ship Ceylon. 

£. s. d, £. *. d. 

}To Brooke, Webb, and Co. . 
Bill of Parcels, dated 28th 
Jan. last,.. 41 8 1 

BM. > To Hilton, Darly & Knolt, 

la4j 11th March, , 186 1 

4} 1 To Alex. Balmano and Co. 

bales j 14th March 22 10 

— ^- — 249 19 1 
To Press Packing, Outside Sheets, 

and Cartage on two Bales, 1 6 

To PortEntry,Lighterage, Wharf. 

age and Shipping on four ditto,. . 19 6 
To Bills of Lading, Freight, and 

Primage on ditto 6 2 

To Commission, 2| per cent 6 8 6 

To Insuring •e.280,...-e.6 6 

Policy, 15 9 

^ i 7 1 9 



- 20 17 9 

i?.270 16 10 
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Or Dollars, 1364 21 

CHARGES. 

Tonnage and Quay Dues, P * 90 

Custom-House Duty, 82 91 

Cartage, Lighterage, &c 2 

85 81 
Commission on Dollars 1354, 21, 5 p. c. 67 73 

. 153 52 

Valeur dudit Aout JDoflar*, 1507 73 

Pour acquit des msuns de M. James Lemaibe du 
10 Aout. 

Pour Thomson, Passmore, et Thompson, 

{Signed) L. A. GOUREGE. 



C. Telfair, Esq. (for his Blacks) 

Dr. to Thomson, Passmore, and Thompson. 
1828. For Goods imported to his order from London by 
ship Ceylon. 

it* fi. d» £m St d, 

rpT» fi rp ( To Brooke, Webbs, and 
n^ \ Co.,BillofParcelsdated 
^^- (28thJan.last,.. ..21 9 3 

1 17 o (To Hilton, Darby, and 

^ ^ ^ t Knolt, ditto 14th March 93 6 
o -D 1 f ^^ Alexander Balmano 

2 Bales | & Co. 14 ditto, 11 5 

— 126 14 9 

To Press Packing, Outside sheet, 

, and Cartage on one Bale, 13 

To Port Entry, Lighterage, Wharf- 
age, and Shipping, on two, 9 9 

To Bills of Lading, Freight, and 

Primage, 2 16 

3 17 9 126 4 9 
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£. s. d. £. 8. d. 

3 17 9 125 4 9 

To Commission, 2^ per cent., 3 4 6 

To Insuring ^.140, £^ 3 

PoUcy, 10 3 

3 13 6 

10 16 9 

i.l86 10 6 

Or Dollars, 682 

CHARGES. 

Tonnage and Quay Dues, Pd 61 

Custom-House Duty, ; 41 67 

Cartage, Lighterage, &c 1 50 

43 78 
Commission D 682 62, 5 per cent., «4 13 

77 91 

Valeur du 10 Aofit. 760 63 

Pour acquit des mmns de M. James Lemaibe, 
Pour Thomson, Passmore, et Thompson, 

(Signed) L. A. GOUREGE. 



London, January 23, 1828. 
Messrs. Alexander Balmano and Co. 

Bought of Brooke, Webbs, and Co. 
Sambrook Court, Basinghall-St. and 17, Coleman-St. 

&- Jt. d^ 

TP & T > 17 pieces fine blue Long Ells,at 30*. 6d. 25 .18 6 
BM, S 6 Negro Blankets (15 each) 46*. 3d. 13 17 6 
In Bales! 

marked J-10 Ditto ditto, loose, 3*. 2|d. 112 1 

No.l82. ) 

.£^.41 8 1 
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Londm, March 14, 1828. 
Messrs Thomson, Passmore, and Thompson, 

Bought of Alexander Balmano and Co. 
No. 78, Queen Street, Cheapside. 
Shipped on board the Ceylon^ Francis Davison, per Mau- 
ritius. , 

'^3 I '^^ 1 200 Highland Bonnets, at 13id ^.11 5 



London^ March 11, 1828. 
Bought of Alexj^nder Balmaxo, Esq. 

£. s. d. 
q,p o rp. f 200 pair strong dudk trowsers, 2*. lOd. 28 6 8 

T^F "1 ^00 stripe cotton Shirts,* 2*. 8d. 26 13 4 

■ (25 doz. worsted Guernsey Frocks, 30^. 37 10 
No. 2 Canvas, rope, &c. for a Bale, 16 

^.93 6 



London, March 11, 1828. 
Alexander Balmano, Esq. 

Bought of Hilton, Darby, and Enolt. 

TP & T 1 

BM f ^" Bales, marked Nos. 3 and 4. 

£ s, d. 

400 pair strong Duck Trowsers, &. lOd. 56 13 4 

400 stripe cotton Shirts, 2*. 8d. 63 6 8 

£0 dozen worsted Guernsey Frocks,... 30^. Od. 75 
No. 3 and 4 Canvas, rope, &c. for 2 Bales, 1 0.9. 6d. 110 

^.186 1 
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No. 15. 



ZHrections for the Preparation of Food for the 
Blacks at JBelombre, 1817. 

The due preparation of aliment, in order to render it as 
nutritive as possible, consists in the proper application of 
heat, the admixture of water, and the addition of condiments. 
By these means, all the nutritious parts of bodies are ex-^ 
tracted and improved ; while the food being rendered more 
savourj and stimulating, whets the appetite and promotes 
digestion. Every particle of it is duly applied for the nou- 
rishment of the consumer, the stomach is strengthened, and 
flatulency, worms, and othtr diseases, are prevented 

In most parts of this Island the system of preparing the 
Blacks* food is neglected, so that they do not receive half 
the benefit which might be derived from the quantity of ma- 
teri^s consumed. Great attention is to be paid to this sub- 
ject at Belombre. In order to extract as much nutriment as 
possible, arid to render soluble such parts of animals as resist 
the action of boiling water, it is sometimes necessary to in- 
crease the heat greatly above 212° of Fahrenheit. This may 
b^ eifected by the Digester, in which water has been heated 
two hundred degrees beyond its usual boiling point. It then 
acquires the power of 'dissolving into jelly, bones and other 
hard substances, over which it has little action at the tempe- 
rature of 212** Fahr. For instance, the Bambara, or Beche 
de Mer (Hohtkurion esculenium) may be quickly reduced 
to a jelly by a digester ; while, for its usual preparation, two 
days? continual boiling in water are required. 

In the preparation of Manioc several things are tp be 
observed. The root is to be taken up before it becomes 
fibrous or woody. The period 'when this commences is 
variable, according to the species of manioc, and to the 
nature of the soil in which it is raised. The Black manioc, 
or Camanioc, as it is called, is by far the most hardy, and the 
most productive kind. 
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Generally speaking, in this island manioc should not be 
allowed to rem^dn longer in the. ground than eighteen months. 
It is then to be taken up^ and passed through the washing- 
mill, so as to clean it from all earthy impurities ; and im- 
mediately afterwards through the sugar-cane mill, in the 
same manner as the sugar-canes. The juice of the roots 
should be received into tubs, and allowed to remain at rest, 
till it deposit an amylaceous substance in considerable 
quantity, which is here sold as starch. The clear fluid 
sliould then be carefully decantered, when it forms Ca8^ 
r seripe*, so universally used in West Indian cookery, and 
• which is the basis of the neverfailing dish of the pepper- 
pot. In this state it may be transfeiTed to the kitchen. 

' The starch should be dried with attention, in the sugar- 
house, and kept free from dust and stains, so as to preserve 
/ its shining white colour. 

j Manioc which has passed through the sugar-cane mill, 

should likewise be sent to the drying house, and allowed to 

^ remain there till it becomes dry, and even crisp. The heat 

\ employed should not be so great as to 4iscolour it ; and 

from twenty-four to forty-eight hours may suffice for this 

I process. It must then be taken but, and passed through 

the flour-mill, in the same manner as Indian corn and 

\ wheat. The flour, if not wanted immediately, is to be 

V firmly packed in barrels, and preserved for future use. • In 

. this state, it will keep any length of time. 

It is desirable that there should always be in readiness a 
pprtion of food in a prepared state, as it can be easily trans- 
ported; so that upon any emergency, the Blacks might 
carry with them a day's provisions. For such a purpose, 
nothing is more convenient than cakes, or biscuits, formed 
of manioc. 

Manioc is a very wholesome, nourishing, and, generally 
speafking, cheap food. Therefore, it should probably form 
a »ipplemental portion of the Negroes' daily rations, and 

* [A kind of universal sauce, chiefly made at Martinique and Demerani. 
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should be served out to them before starting in the morning 
to b^n their labour ; especially as it has been found by ex- 
perience, among all nations, aiM among allcbfesesbf men, 
that it is most essential to health, pe^maAenof 6f labour, and 
activity, that work,' and more partictota^Iy field-work, should 
not be attempted by fisting persons;^ The distribution of 
such cakes can be made with great fibcifKty atthe mess-room, 
from which each Comntander lead-off his band to its desti- 
nation. The quantity of 'manioc cake shonld ' not exceed 
six ounces for each man ; and, as it does not form a r^ukr 
meal, it should be eaten while the Negroes kte walking to 
their work. '^ > 

It is not intended t6 confine the above process to Manioc 
Other roots and grains which posses farinaceous qualities, 
as potatoes, yams, cambs^, sweet potatoes, &&, should be 
given to the Blacks, while warm, either frota the oven, or 
from the boiler. Breakfast should consist bf a fulPmeal of 
messes, from No. 1 to No; 8. (Vide subsequent T&ble of 
Messes.) Dinner of messes in addition, fix)m No. 8 to No. 
15, with soup ; and supper should be the same as dinner, 
with a glass of rum. On* Sundays, thie* dinner 'should con- 
sist, in part, of messes from No. 16 to No. 27. ''' But these, 
as a general diet, should be reserved fot the 'first class of 
Blacks, whose good conduct should be distinguished on all 
occasions. < . 



No.'l6. 

Extract fr&m the Instruction Book for Behmhre, 

1817.-^ 

LIST OF MESSES FOB THE BLACKS. 



No. 1. Boiled Rice — Oryza sativa. 
S. Indian Corn — Zea mays. 
3. Wheaten bread — Makactha. 
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No. '4. Manioc cakes — Jatropha manthot. 
•5. Roasted Yams — Dioscorea alata* 

6. Ditto -Sweet Potatoes — Gonvolvulus batatas. 

7. Ditto Cambar of Java-^Diosoorea aculcata. 

8. Ditto Potatoes — Solanum Tuberosum. 

9. Boiled HaiTicot&—Phaseolus vulgaris. With oil, 

ghee, pepper, or onions. 

10. Ditto Lentils — ^Ervum lens. 

11. Ditto Pois du Cap, — Dolichos Capensis. 

15. Ditto Beet Root— Beta vulgaris. 
18. Ditto Parsnips— Pastinaca sativa. 

14. Ditto Beringelle — Solanum melongena. 
* 16. 'Ditto Dhall — Cicer erictium. 

16. nitto Dried Beef or Salt Beef. 

17. Ditto Salt Fish. 

18. Fresh Beef. 

19. Salt Pork. 

50. Fresh Pork, or some other kind. 

51. Dried Dates. 

22. Raw Fruits. 

23. Baked Ditto. 

24. Boiled Ditto. 

25. Molasses. 

26. Soup made of the digester contents of the Bride 

(solanum nigrum), turnips, cabbage, carrots, 
lettuces, beringelles, piment, tamato, leeks, 
garlick, chives, ^inage, parsley, hog^s lard, 
ghee, &c. 

27. Salads for the first class : — radishes, onions, leeks, 

lettuces, cucumbers, celery, water-cresses, sorrel, 
endive, &c., prepared with vinegar and sugar. 



No. 17. 

A (due mixture of animal and of vegetable food seems to 
form the diet most conducive to health and strength. But 
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where animal food cannot be furnished in large quantity, the 
best substitute is a due mixture of farinaceous and herbaceous 
products, with the addition of proper condiments, to stimu- 
late the stomach, and to secure general healthy action. 
Therefore, a garden, on the estate is indispensable to health ; 
and, at Belombre, it is to be cultivated in a great measure, if 
liot totally, by the.plough. 

The articles raised in the garden must be of easy culture, 
and of the sorts best calculated for the consumption of the 
people, and, consequently, for the preservation of thieir health. 
IHflferent species of capsicum and aromatic herbs may form 
the condiments, while culinary vegetables and roots should 
be produced in such quantities as to afford a portion of 
each day^s dinner. Cabbage, turnips, French beans, garlick, 
leeks, onions, balm, mint, parsley, thyme, sage, and camo- 
mile are among the fittest articles of cultivation. 



No. 18. 

Extrcu^tfrom the Instruction JBookfor Behmhrey 

1817. 

List of articles to be cultivated and used in the 

KITCHEiJ OF THE SlAVES. 

No. 1. Rice, E. Ris, F. Oryza Sativa, B.* 
2. Indian Corn, E. Mais, F. Zea.Mays, B. 
These are the chief articles of consumption, indeed the 
base of the food of the Negroes ; six hundred pounds of the 
former, or one thousand pounds of the latter, are calculated 
to be put annually in store, for each Black. The Rice is 
chiefly imported from India and Madagascar: the Indian 

* Tbe reader will at once remark that E. stands for English name) F. for 
French name, and B. for Botanical name. 
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Corn is grown on the estates, bought from neighbours, or 
imported from Bourbon or the Seychelles Archipelago. 

3. Yams, £. Ignames, F. Dibsooridea alata, B. 

4. Yams, E. Cambar, F. Dioscoridea aculeata,* B. 
6. Ditto blue, E. Cambar Violette, F. Dioscoiriidea 

Violacea, B. 

Three excellent farinaceous roots, fitted to form a part of 
daily rations. 

6. Cambar of Java, E. Cambar de Java, F. Arum 
paniculatum, B. 

Yields a most abundant' crop, and can consequently be 
given without stint to the people, and the surplus may be 
used by their stock of animals. ' 

7. Sweet potatoes,* E. Patates, F. Convolvulus bft- 
tatas, B. 

The last kind produces, in new lands, nxty tons per acre, 
is fit to gather in four months, and propagates itself by 
runners without replanting, for years. 

8. Turnips, E. Navet, F. Brasico rapa, B. 
Used for the Blacks only in soups in the great boiler. 

9. Beet Root, E. Betterave, F. Beta vulgaris, B. 
Grows luxuriantly, and free from fibre ; very sweet, used 

in salads. , ^ 

10. Mangel Wurzel, E. Betterave poiree, F. Beta 
aurea, B. 

Generally used for' cattle; does not ripen its seeds at 
Mauritius : seeds of Europe precarious as to vegetation. 

11. Carrots, E. Carotte, F. Daucus carota, B. 

12. Cekry, E. Celeri, F.^ Apium graveolens, B. 
18. Parsley, E. Persil, F. Apium Petroselinum, B. 
These three are lised^for ttoups in great boiler. 

14. Arrow-root, E. Bouroute, F. Maranta arundi- 
nacea, B./ 

This root was introduced by Colonel Nesbitt, and has 
increased most rapidly ; so that, in some of the districts, it 
has often been given merely for the labour of digging it and 
carrying it away. ^ - 
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15. Ginger, E. Gingembre, F. Airiomuifi officinale, B. 

16. Saffron, £. Safrao, F. Curcuma longa, B. 
These two are used in soup and cutries. 

17. Radish, £. 'Radis, F. Raphanus sativiis, B. 

^ 1& Winter Radish, £. .Radis d'hiver, F. Raphanus 
rusticus, B. 

19. Horse-radish, E. ..Raifort, F. Cochlearia aromatica. 

These three used in salads. 

.^. Onipn^ E. Oignon, F. Allium cepa, B. 

Used in soups and salads. 

SI.. Bread-Fruit, E. Arbr^ k pain, F. Artocarpus 
incisa, B. . . 

An excellent, farinaceous food, but has not been much 
cultivated for .subsistence, the brittleness of the wood render- 
ing it liable to be destroyed by hurricanes. 

:22. Jack, E. Jaque, F. Artocarpus integrifolia, B. 

. A favourite fruit, and produced in abundance ; some spe- 
cimens are of 301b. weight, in lov lands. 

SS. Bananas E. Bamanes, 1^. ^ Musa paradisiaca, B. 

The estates are covered with this plant, and the fruit is 
tikken at discretipn by the BJacks. It is never issued as 
rations, as in the West Indies. 

S4 Cocoa-nuts, E. Cocos, F. Cocos nucifera, B. 

Multiples rapidly, but is not indigenous; not ^vea as 
rations. 

26. Date Palm, E. Datte F. ' Phoenix dactylifera, B, 

This tree ^ows well, and in some places produces plen- 
tifully; when given as part of rations, it is what comes 
from Persia, at six or seven shillings per ^wU: a very 
wholesome and nourishing food. . 

26. Mangoe, E. Mangue, F. Mangifera Indica, B. 

. /Irpws by every road dde^ ana on every estate, when the 
heat will ripen the fruit ; never given as rations. 

27. Grape Mangoe, E. Mt^ngjie h grappe, F. Sorin- 
deia pinnata, B. 

Less common than the former Mangoe, and less liked. 

28. Guava, E. Goyaves, F. Psidium pommiferum, B. 
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Grows wild, and gives fruit in great abundance, in every 
district ; is propagated by the birds through all the -forests. 

29. Mallaca Rose-Apple, E. Jam-mallac, F. Jambosa 
Malacensis, B. 

30. Jam^Rose, E. Jam-Rosa, F. Jambosa vul- 
garis, B. I 

31. Brazilian Cherry, E. Roussaille F. ■ Eugenia uni- 
flora, B. 

32. Jar-Plum, E. Jam-Longue, F. Syzygium jam- 
bolana, B. 

These four fruits grow wild in all situations, and are never 
served out as part of rations ; they are cooling. 

33. Bibas, E. Bibasse, F. Eriabotrya'Japonica, B. 
Grows abundantly on many estates, and the fruit is eaten 

at the discretion of the Blacks. 

34. Vdavang, E. Voivangue, F. Vangueira edulis, B. 
Was introduced from Madagascar, and is not very com- 
mon : very pleasant, acidulous, and cooling. 

35. Jubeb, E. Mason, F. Zizyphus jujuba, B. 

36. Custard- Apple, E. Atte, F. Anona squamosa, B. 

37. Sugar- Apple, E. Coeur de hoeuf, F. Anona reti- 
culata, B. 

These three are cultivated, but they also grow wild, and 
produce abundance of excellent and wholesome fruit, which 
is taken at discretion by the Blacks. 

38. Grapes, E. Raisins, F. Vitis vinifera, B. 
Cultivated for the table. Some Blacks have them about 

their cottages. 

39. Pine Apples, E. Apahas, F. Bromelia ananas, B. 
In our forests pine apples come in great abundance, 

wherever the trees are cut down. 

40. Hog-Plum, E. Fruit de Cyth^re, F. Spon£as 
cytherea, B. 

The Otaheite fruit, so much praised : it is abundant in 
the Savanne district, where Belombre is situated. 

41. Pomegranate, E. Pomme grenade, F. Funica 
granatum, B. Common. 
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42. Cabbage, E. Choux^ F. Brassica oleracea, B. 

43. Nolkol, E. ^Choux-rave, F. Brassipa napus, B. 

44. Savoy, E. Choux-pommd, F. Brasaica vulgaris, B. 

45. Spinage, E. Epinard, F. Spinacia oleracea, B. 

46. Tetragonia, E. Tetragone, F. Tetragdnia ex- 
pensa, B. 

47. Malabar Nightshade, E. Br^e d^Angole, F. Bas- 
ella rubra et alba, B. . > 

. 48. ' Lettuce, E. Laitue, F. Lactuca saliva, B. 

49. Endive E. Endive F. Lactuca crispa, B. 

50. Cucumber, E. Concombre, F. Cucumis vulga- 
ris, B. 

51. Snake-Gourd Cucumber, E. Patole, F. . Cucumis 
anguinus, B. 

The ten vegetables, enumerated, above, were cultivated in 
the great garden of Belombre, and were ingredients of the 
daily soups of the habitation Blacks. They came in. great 
abundance all the year round. The invaUds, the conva- 
lescents, the nurses,' and. the children, were the cultivators 
under the direction of the gardener. 

52. Balsam-Apple, E. Margose, F. Momordica . bal- . 
samina, B. 

53. Bottle-Gourd, E. Callebassi^, F. Cucurlnta lage- 
naria^ B. 

64. Pumpkin, E. Giromon, F. CuMrbita pepo, B. 

56. Wild Melon, E. Citrouille, F. Cucurbita citruU 
lus, B. 

66. Melon, E. Melon, F. Cucumis melo, B. . - ; 

57. Angular Melon, E. Fapangay, F. Luffa acu- 
tangula, B. 

58. Egg-Apple, E. Beringelle, F. Solanum melon- 
gena,*B. • 

59* Love-Apple, E. Pomme d^amour, F. Solanum 
lycoperacum, B. 

60. BrAJe, E. Brede, F. Solanum nigrum, B. / ^ 

61. Malabard Brede, £. Brede Malabare, F. Amar^ 
anthus loetus, B. 
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ea* SigWbeckea, E... Bi»4« (i»«J'te de Fle^^q), F.. Si- 
.ge^beduaovientalis, B.. ,/.,-...-. ,,_ 

^ w. .Th^ thr^e, and other spedes |^nd va^eti^ fijpoi favourite 

• dishes^ of wbidL almost all ilie. inhabitants of Mauritius are 
'¥«ryfcnd, and partake tinice.a^ay... They ar^ Ulo the 

Cahlou of the West In&es. They grow on the estate, 
witfaout^cpltlyation, in great abundaiK^, and ar^ taken, with- 
out stint. ., . ^ . 

63. Tamarind, E; Tamarin, F. Tamarindus Indicus^ B. 
Used in curries, and with molasses, to make an acid drink, 

•wbkh is supplied to the Blacks when at work. , 

64. Cayenne pepper, E. Piment, F. Capsicum fi;uo- 
ttesoens, B. « ^ ,. . . - .. .=...- . 

Grows wild on the estates, being propagated by the birds ; 
is a very';«halesame condimeiit^and as U3ed oppiousiy.in.the 

soups' afitfae- Blacks. - ... ,.. •. . 

>^.: Sorrel^ E. Os^lle, E. Ruinex hortensis (acet08a)^.JB. 

Usedfor salads, and also boiled in soups. 
'66w Sugarcane, E. -.Canne ^. Sucre, F. Sacharum 
officinale, B. .i ' ,; ^ ,. 

- Sucked dnring crop all day long by jthe vBladbk . 
6^. Manioc, E. Manioc, F. Jatropha manihcxt^ B,... , 

• Tbift vQoV forms a .nvoury^and wholesome food. It is 
made into cakes, of a pound weight. I introduced a new 
^cies from Afiioa, which. is now. cultivated at Mauidtius 
and^BourboB^ under xhe, name. o£ blue manioc; it is more 
productive than the old kinds, and comes to maturity in six 
or dght months, instead pf aghteen months^; thua.ihe 
Hurricane season is avoided. 

68. Potatoe, E. Pomme da terre, F. Solanum.»ti|be^ 
F08um(, B. • .'. . ^ 

6U Millet, E. Millet de la Cdte d'Afrique, F. Milium 
afrumB. 

Guinea com ; so much used in the West Indies, but not 
J50 great a favourite for cultivation at Mauritiui^, the climate 
not being hot enough. 

70. Sago, E. Sagbu, F. Sagus farinifera, B» 
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A cheap and wholesome food, brought from Sincapore, 
but passes too quickly to be the basis of diet. 

71. French Bean, £. Haricot, F. Phaseolus vul- 
garis, B. 

A great favourite with the Blacks, and enters their daily 
soup. 

7S. Eartb-Nut, £. Fistache de terre, F. Arachis hypo- 
gea, B. 
. 'Abundantly produced, and never comprised in the rations. 

78. Tare (lentil), E. Lentille, F. Ervum lens, B. 

The last remark applies to this ; also used in soups. 

74. Chick-Pea, E. Dahl, F. Cicer arietinum, B. 

75. Common Pea, E. Petit Pois, F. Pisum sativum,B. 
Cultivated, sometimes forms an ingredient of soups. 

76. Chickling-Vetch, E. Gesses, F. Lath3rrus sa- 
tivus, B. 

Grows wild, and is gathered by the Blacks for their 
messes. 

77. Bean, E. F^ve, F. Vici^ faba, B. 
Cultivated : sometimes imported, at a very cheap rate, 

and added to the soup of the Blacks. 

78. Cape Pea, E. Pois du Cap, F. Dolichos Ca- 
pensis, B. 

Forms part of the .rations at Bourbon^ but not at Mau- 
ritius : gives a very abundant crop. The peas, unless steeped 
in water after boiling, are poisonous. 



No. 19. 

Articles Bought Jbr Belombre. 

RIS. 

Sacsm 

1820. II restait en magasin 30 Septembre 1820. 73 

Novembre 7, Regu de James Lemaire 100 

20, ditto ditto ]00 

D^cembre24, ditto ditto 100 
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Sacs» 

18£1. Janvier 12, Re^u de James Lemaire, 100 

F^vrier 1, ditto..... ditto 100 

Mars ] 5, Recu de Berry, Grordon, f ^r^ 

&Co. \ ^^ 

Avril 20, ditto ditto 100 

Mai '. 80, ditto ditto 80 

Juin 30, ditto !.... ditto 77 

Septembre 3, ditto ditto 106 

1088 
II restait ea magasin le 30 Septembre 1821 80 

1058 

Consomm^ du ler Oct. 1820 au. 80 Sept. 1821, Mille 
c'mquante-huit balles de ris, ou 165,0481bs. 



MAIS. 

lbs. . 
II restait en magasin du ler Octobre 1820 25,000 
1821. Re^u d^Hildevert Frichot en diverses livrai- 

sons .^.^ 34,216^ 

Regu de Jean Barry .' 3,023 

Re(ju de Gustave d'Emmeres 62,465 

124,706 

C(Hisomme jusqu'au 80 7bre, 1821, depuis le ler 
Sbre, 1820. — Cent vingt-quatre mille sept cent cinq livres 
de Mais. 



SEL. 

Re^u 5000, gris, .de M. Fortier, Riviere-Noire. 

(Signed) E. E. HENRY ADAM. 
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No. ao. 

Extract from the Book of Disbursements on Ac- 
count of the Estate ofBeUmhre. 

Fbom July 15, 1817, till ths end of 1821, for Food, 
Clothing, AND Comforts for the Blacks. 

1817. July 16, Paid Sir Robert Barclay, for 500 bags of 

Rice. 
" Aug. 29, " Arnot and Fairly, for 400 bags of Rice. 

1818. Nov. 30, " J. Loudon, for 274 bags of Java Rice. 

1819. May 1, " Bretonnache, for 140,000 pounds of 

Java Rice. 

<< June 15, ^^ Mr. Mansfield, Qr. Master to the 82nd 
Re^ment, for 20 Jackets. 

« 2S, « Mr. Mansfield Ditto Ditto,for 260 Shirts- 

« July 22, « Mr. Twynhar, for 86 Dragoon Jackets. 

" Aug. 2, " Mr. Antelme for 1 gross of pipes. 

i4 c< i< i< Ditto Ditto, 50 holies de Batavia. 

« « « .« Mr. Lt. Barb^, for 12 dozen of snuff- 
boxes for the Blacks. 

" Sept 8, " Mr. Richard Lambert for 6 dozen of 
shirts. ^ 

1820. July *« M. Durocher, 95 iron pots. 

Dec. 28, ^^ M.Mongoust, auctioneer, for coverings. 
1824. Jan. '' The Music Master of the 82nd Regt., 
for feeding and instructing' m'any 
Blacks of the Establishment. 
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No. 21. 



Directions regarding the Duties of the Surgeon 
attached to Belomhre. 

The Surgeon must reside constantly in the Hospilal^ and 
keep a regular and detailed journal, exhibiting the history 
of the disease of each patient, from its commencement till 
his or her admission into the hospital ; afterwards, the daily 
v^uiatioti of symptoms and of treatment, until discharge or 
death, is to be noted. 

In all cas0s of fatal termination, when possible, the body 
is to be exaniined ; and the appearances remarked on dis- 
section «are to be minutely recorded. 

The superintendence of the health of the Negroes must 
be entirely confided to the Surgeon, and it shall be stipulated 
with him, if he will tigree to it, that the amount of his annual 
salary shall be augmented or diminished^ by the exertion 
of hi& talents, by his *care and treatment of the patients, 
and by their: results. For this purpose, I should be dis- 
posed to give the Surgeon 06*. 600 sterling, per annum, on 
condition that for every Black belon^ng to the estate, who 
dies in the course of a year, he should repay me <£^.20 
sterling. With« view to secure hisvbest efforts, and to 
encourage him, he should be allowed £. 9, sterling for every 
child that survives the first month; jP. 2 sterling on the 
child^s attaining the age of one year ; and £. 1 sterling more, 
on its reaching, two yjears of age. 

By such a contract, the Surgeon will become, in a 
certmn degree, the iiisurerj and will get a handsome under- 
writer'^s profit; with this advantage, that the amount of 
profit may depend, to a considerable extent, upon him- 
self. 

The Surgeon shall give especial care to the food of the 
Slaves, and examine the preparation, quantity, and quality 
of rations, at distribution, as well as the contents of the 
great soup-boiler in the hospital kitchen. He shall also 
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frequently visit the magazines, and examine all supplies of 
salt provi^ons brought from Port-Louis, to ascertain that 
they are good and wholesome. 

Besides frequent personal inspections of the Slaves at 
muster, he shall make a particular examination of each 
individual, twice or thrice annually, to see if there is any 
concealed malady. ' 

The personal cleanliness of the Slaves must be carefully 
attended to ; the school children are to be bathed in the sea 
daily before mid-day, when they are to dress for school ; aU 
the working Blacks are to bathe in thie sea twice a-week, and 
children at nursing, with the exception of those that the 
surgeon may ' otherwise direct, are likewise to be daily 
bathed. 



No. feS. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Telfair, on the 
History and Progress of the Epidemic Cholera 
that prevailed in Mauritius^ in the years 1819, 
and 1820 ; which was published in the ^^ Edin^ 
hurgh Medical and Surgical Journal.^^ 

It appeared to me, that this disease was peculiarly one ofthe 
nature of Iliac Passion, but of greater violence than usually 
occurs ; and, therefore, depending very much on the state 
of the abdominal viscera. The classes of people most liable 
to its attacks were those ihuch troubled with visceral com« 
plaints, indigestion, worms, and all those disorders which 
arise from food consisting of miych vegetable aliment, with-' 
out much condiment, and insuffidently prepared for digestion 
by the processes of cookings The consequences arej that the 
stomach and bowels are generally distended with indigested 
matter, worms are generated in great quantities, diseases 
occur from time to time — ^and marasmus is not unfrequent. 
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Under these circumstances, a violent inflammatory attack 
of the viscera is generally irresistible. There is a great 
difficulty in overcoming the causes of inflammation, as 
patients will hardly bear the lancet or great evacuations. 
To these and similar cauaes I generally attnbuted the great 
mortality that adended the disease. I had adopted a plan 
of feeding my people, which tended to prevent diseases of 
the stomach and intestines. : The food was carefully pre- 
pared, and nonliving soup, containing a coniaderable portion 
of animal aliment, was always at the discretion of every 
person on the estate of Belombre. By frequent examination 
of the people, in all cjjearly marked cases, I had overcome 
the prevalent -tendency to worms, not only by the: means 
above mentioned, of strengthening the stomach, but by the 
frequent administration of small doses of calomel at night, 
succeeded by castor oil in the morning. My estate, from 
these causes, was more healthy than it had previously been 
for years. At the time the cholera appeared at Port-Louis, 
and when it began to spread, I deemed it proper to take still 
farther precautions. To keep the bowels soluble, every 
Sunday morning I administered to each person on the 
estate from one to two grains of calomel. It may remind 
you of Doctor Lasfs prescription of *' Jalapping the East- 
ward, and bleeding the Westward,'' in Foote's Farces ; but 
when you have to dose a population of several hundred 
persons, it is very convenient to reside on the sea shore, and 
to draw supplies of a mild purgative from that grand 
reservoir. Whatever .effect may be attributed to these causes, 
it is certain, that my people Remained healthy at Belombre, 
whilst all around us, even our nearest neighbours, were 
suffering by the epidemic. So struck were the inhabitants 
ip general, at our exemption from disease, that many followed 
my exjunple, of instituting general evacuations, and con- 
caved that the best consequences resulted. But my own 
oipinion is, that the previously adopted system, of giving the 
Blacks superior nourishment, is of indispensable importance 
ijn making a fair, trial. 
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No. 28. 
Management of Cattle. 

It is a rule, never to allow cattle or horses to fall off in 
condition so much as to cause them to refuse their work 
without pushing. Nothing more strongly marks the igno- 
rance of a master, and the unprosperous condition of an es- 
tate, than the leanness of the working cattle and their reluc- 
tant movements under the lash. Durii^ tunes which require 
unusual exertions the richest food and the most carefid 
treatment should be g^ven, to prevent these animals from 
losing flesh, vigour, and spirit. Besides, such exertions 
should not be lc»g continued, and they should be followed 
by corresponding periods of indulgence. These animals can 
not be made to perform their labour while feeding on carrots, 
potatoes, manioc, or other roots alone ; they will thrive much 
better, and work as much more, with oats or Indian corn, in 
addition, as fully to repay the difference of the price of food. 
They should have three meals a-day-— one of which is to 
consist entirely of roots; but they must have an allowance 
of at least an English peck of oats, or an equivalent in 
Indian corn, daily, and rather more than this quantity when 
they are very hard worked. 

All the com should be bruised or broken down, the grass 
should be. cut by the chaff-cutter, . and the roots and other 
articles should be prepared by means of steam. The advan- 
tages of these practiceiS, both with regard to economy of food 
and the health of the animals, are striking beyond expectation. 

The liberal use of the currycomb and brush twice a-day, 
frequent but moderate m^als of succulent joined to solid 
food, abundance of fresh litter, and great attention to clean- 
liness, are indispensable in the stable of an economical farmer. 
Well informed and attentive men consider good dressing no 
less necessary to the thriving of horses than good feeding. 
Their common expression is, that " good dressing is equal to 
half their food.'' 

According to the present improved system of farming, 
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there is such a • connection between the cultivation of the 
ground, and the breeding, rearing, and fattening of domestic 
animals, that the one cannot be neglected without the great- 
est injury to the other. The young horses are to be sup- 
ported entirely on green food. 

An object deserving the utmost attention with regard to 
every animal on a farm, is, that '^ flesh once gained, should 
never be lost/* 



No. 24. 
Feeding of Stock. 

In England much benefit has been derived from the use 
of a machine for slicing turnips and potatoes before they are 
given to live stock. This process is equally applicable to 
sweet potatoes, manioc, Swedish turnips, &c. The ma- 
chine is also recommended for breaking grain, oais, and In- 
dian corn, as making the grain much more nourishing. It 
has been proved that five bushels of broken grain are equiva- 
lent to eight bushels in its naturisil state. 

The Indian corn on the cob must be subjected to the ope- 
ration of the sugar cylinders, so as to reduce the whole head 
to one mixed mass. There is both ve^table gluten and 
amylaceous matter in this cob, which is now thirown awayi' 
At all events, as the cattle eat it with avidity in this state, it 
serves to give the nutritious matter of the Indian com the 
principle of distension, and therefore to render pasturage less 
necessary. JBoiling and steaming the food of cattle is highly 
advantageous, and can be easily practised by us, our coppers 
and furnaces being idle during the intervals between the 
crops. During harvest these operations are less necessary, 
as the cattje may be fed, in a great measure, on sugar-cane 
tops, and skimmings of the sugar pans, and it is notorious, 
that during the sugar-making season the cattle are always m 
the best state. The cane tops should undergo the operation' 
of the chaff-cutter. * '' , 
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No. 25. 
DriU Htutbandry. 

The utility of the drill at Belombre must strike the most 
superficial observer. It is of the utmost importance, in 
sowing Indian com or other seed, to take advantage of every 
hour of r£un ; for it must' have been remarked, that the 
Planter has been obliged to sow hundreds of acres over again, 
from inability, by the ordinary method, of putting the seed 
into the earth, over a large space, during the few hours of 
rsun which generally fall at seed time in this climate. 

The horse-hoe is invariably^ to be used in clearing away 
the weeds from the rising com. By this system astonishing 
crops are produced, and the grain is of a superior quality. 
No crop requires the horse-hoe more than Indian com. 

Horse-hoeing may be performed very often, without dan- 
ger of damaging the crop by the trampling of the horses, 
because the distance of the rows is so great that they can 
work with perfect safety betwien them ; besides, no opera- 
tion is so effectual for cutting up and destroying weeds. 

Earthing up of crops may be infinitely better performed 
in the same manner than by the hand-hoe, and the economy 
of labour is immense. 



No. 26. 
Utility of the Plough on a Sugar Plantation. 

A pair of horses can plough a statute acre per day in 
two journeys, of nine hours in all, provided the soil is not 
tenacious. There are 88 furrow slices, 9 inches wide, in 66 
feet ; so that horses that have ploughed a furrow slice of 
that width have travelled 16 miles in working an acre, inclu- 
sive of turnings. 

It is indispensable to try by every means to introduce a 
spirit of emulation among the Black ploughmen, by the 
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establishment of ploughing matches, by giving premiums, and 
by making the trial days J&ars de F^tCy or festivals. In 
the ordinary mode of planting sugar-canes, it is necessary to 
dig, by manual labour, 13,000 holes in a square of three acres. 
One man of ordinary strength cannot make more than 100 
holes per day ; our task varies, with the nature of the soil, 
from 86 to 70. By this mode, putting it at the highest, ISO 
days work are required for ^ach square of three acres. On 
the contrary, a plough with two men and three or four 
horses, will do the same quantity of work in six days. The 
work is also better done by the plough than by manual 
labour ; foi;, in planting sugar-canes, the holes are ranged by 
a line so as to be at two feet and a half distance, from one 
another; they are twelve inches in breadth, eighteen in 
length, and six in depth, and are dug by the strong gang, 
while the weaker gang follows and plants the canes; for 
this purpose, the bottom of each hole must be covered with 
a small layer, an inch in thickness, of friable earth, and, on 
this bed, three or four plants of cane-tops should be laid, in 
a parallel or- a diagonal inanfer, and then covered an inch 
thick with friable earth. This operation requires greater 
attention than the Blacks in general are capable of giving. 
Large unbroken lumps of soil are too apt to roll to the 
bottom of the holes, to cover the canes, and to embarrass the 
planter, so that the work is seldom well performed, and the 
Blacks throw a little earth over the sur&ce, in order to 
conceal their bad workmanship. In consequence, the plant- 
ation partially fails, planting must be commenced again, 
time is lost, plants are wanting, and not to be got, to re- 
place those that have failed, and the season is no longer 
favourable for culture. On the ofher hand, if all the plants 
should have succeeded, the number of stalks is often too 
great, and they crowd and hurt one another. Lastly, if the 
soil is stiff, and not friable^ like our up-lands at Belombre, 
the cane holes are filled by heavy r^ns, the water remidns 
in them, and rots the plants; therefore the ordinary method 
of planting canes is extremely laborious, and its success 
doubtful. Let us now observe the effects of the plough. 
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The whole surface of a piece of land is not to be ploughed, 
for when this has been done, experience has shown that 
strong winds lay the canes flat on the ground. Therefore, a 
portion of solid land must be left untouched by the plough, 
to support the canes against the winds. The plough has but 
to make parallel furrows, one foot broad, and six inches 
deep. The furrows should cross one another at right angles, 
and at the distance of three feet and a half from each other; 
thus forming on each great square of three acres 10,000 
little squares, of two feet and a half, exclusive 0^ the breadth 
of the furrows. The furrows will be tn^^o hundred in number, 
and their mea« length will be fifty-eigHt fathoms dtid dne- 
third. A plough may execute the whole task in three days, 
attended by one man and a boy ; and in six days a square of 
three acres will be ploughed, which by the present mode 
requires at least 130 days manual labour. 

The plough should have two mould boards, so as to turn 
the earth well back on each side ; the Planter will then find 
' the soil much better prepared than by the hoe, for laying 
down the plants. If there ar^ lumps of hard soil, he easily 
puts them aside with his feet, or with his implement^ whicit 
should be something like a tomahawk, one side being a 
hammer, the other having a cutting edge. It Will be found 
very convenient for breaking lumps, levelling beds for th'e 
plants, and laying on the friable earth, which should cover 
them. 

The plants, four in number, should be laid down, pre- 
cisely where the furrows cross one another. The plantation 
will thus be formed in quincunx most advantageously, for 
free circulation of air, for the facility of hoeing and weeding, 
and for the cultivation of the land; the fflanta should not 
be laid down in the form of a cross, but in the form of a 
square, each side the length of a foot ; the four plants 
thus put into the earth, on growing, will form a kind of 
funnel, which will collect rain, and that part of the furrows 
between them will necessarily cdnduct the raid water tb the 
roots, which will thus receive humidity on fdur sides, and 
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also in the centre. This will contribute much to the growth 
of the sugar-canes, which require a great deal of water. 



No. 27. 
Behmhre Cane Plantation^ by the Plough. 

. 1821. Acret, Paths. 

January, Planted No. 8, in Otah^t^ canes in 

virgin soil 14 85 

February, Planted No. 12, in,Otaheit^ capes, 
after Generftl Beatson^s method, 

three ploughings. 20 84 

March, Manured and planted, in the same 

way No. 9 25 .4 

„ 10 14 24 

.„ 11 19 30 

j^prilj 16 ...... 14 24 

„ ,... , /.. 16 18 

„ 18 16 66 

„ 14 22 44 

May, Manured and planted by the hoe 17 S 69 

August, > 18 7 86 

176 66 



No. 28. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Telfaie to Doctor 
Walxick, Director of the Botanic Garden, 
Calcutta, dated Port-Louis, Mauritius, March 
30, 1819. 

My intention is to settle here permanently, or at least for 
many years, if years are in store for me. As much of my 
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time as possible shall be dedicated to agricultural pursuits, 
and to the improvement of this colony. In England I 
obtained all possible information on the best modes of agri- 
culture at home, and in the West Indies ; I have brought 
out ploughmen, ploughs, and machinery of all kinds, so as 
to take advantage of this naturally highly fertile island. 



No. 29. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr^ Telfair, addressed 
to Gerard Wellesley, Esq., British Resident 
at the Court of Holcar. Dated Bois Cheri, 
Moka, March 30, 1819- 

* My intention is to go to Belombre. I have already sent 
there many new seeds received from Europe, and not 
hitherto introduced into this Island. I wish you would send 
me from Nepaul, and the countries you pass through, such 
seeds as produce the useful food of the natives ; especially 
various kinds of peas, beans, pulse, grains, roots, and indeed 
of all leguminous plants, the culture of which constitutes an 
exten^ve portion of Indian agriculture. I earnestly desire 
to enrich this little paradise with the products of every soil, 
our climate being capable of bringing to maturity the greater 
portion of the plants of all countries. I brought with me, 
from the metropolis, seven large cart mares of the great 
London breed, and I hope to improve our race of working 
cattle by a cross breed, and then gradually to substitute the 
labour of animals for that of men. The plough is be^nning 
to force its way through the impediments which prejudice 
threw in its way. A Scotchman, whom I sent here last 
year, having afforded the means of its introduction, many of 
n^ Blacks are now tolerably good ploughmen. The inha- 
bitants of the colony have at present befcN*e their eyes, at 
Belombre, 120 acres of land covered by sugar-cane, which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lS4i 

was planted with the plough, and on which not one hour of 
manual labout }ias been bestowed by a Slave. This sugar- 
cane is superior to that on SOO acres of land alongside of 
it, which Was planted in the mode usually practised here; 
vh: b^ the pioche, or hoe. One plough, with eight pxe^, 
working by spells, does the work of lOD Blacks. 

Any communications, or hints, on farming improvements 
will be very useful. We have a good field for experiment, 
and I have all the zeal of an improver in agiiculture. 



No. 80. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Telfair to Mr. Le- 
MARCHAND dt Tycandi^ Island of Java^ dated 
PortrLouis^ Mauritius, May 10, I8I9. 

I regret that your plantation of cotton t^ees has failed ; 
and I think that your climate would agree much better with 
sugar-cane. It yields the surest crop, being less subject to 
diseases, to destruction by insects, and to devastation by 
winds, than other plants. I have procured the most im- 
proved sugar-mills made in Europe, and I have already put 
them into motion at Belombre. Besides, several ploughs are 
at work there ; and, please God, this year I shall cut 300 
acres of new sugar-cane, 1 20 of which have been cultivated 
entirely by the plough. 

N.B. — As the system of feeding the Blacks engages 
much of my attention, I beg you will send me all kinds of 
nutritious seeds and roots which are used by the natives of 
Java. 
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No. 31. 

Extract of a Letter Jfrom Mr. Telfair to Mr. 
McCarthy, Paymaster-General^ Cape qf Good 
Hope^ dated BeUmbre, August 16, 1819. 

As I am substituting animal labour for that of men, where^ 
ever it is possible, and as William Wilberforce Hulme un^ 
derstands the driving a team of oxen by the bullock whip, 
I wish you would send me one of the longest, and of the 
loudest sound. 

We are forming here a complete^tud for the breec^g of 
horses for agricultural purposes ; 1 brought seven of the 
largest sized cart mares from London, and we had eight or 
ten mares before, which are in high condition. We lately 
bought the famous stallion Play or Pay for seven hundred 
Spanish dollars, on account of his blood, which is the purest 
Arabian. When you find an opportunity of purchasmg 
well-conditioned fiUies, from oiie to two years old (as that is 
the age when they best bear transport), aiid at the same time 
a good occasion of forwarding them to us by careful bands, 
and at low freight, I wish that you would send us, at diffe- 
rent times, five or six in the year, so as gradually and cheaply 
to augment our stud. 



No. 82. 

Extract of a Jitter from Mr. Telfair to Messrs. 
Mathison, Johnston, & Co., Merchants^ Lon^ 
don, dated Port-Louis, Mauritius, September 23, 
1819. 

Gentlemen,— You are aware that we are desirous of 
introducing, as much as we can with prudence, the. use cf 
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machinery in order to supersede'manual labour in the cultiva- 
tion of our property here, in clearing our forests, and in the 
conversion of timber. Hitherto, we have been very well 
{)leased with our success in substituting the plough for the 
hoe, which encourages us to extend our plans still farther. 

Our wish is upw to work our forests by the aid .of a saw- 
mill. There are nearly 4000 acres of forest, which yield a 
variety .of woods, of which we forward you a box of. speci- 
mens, marked and numbered - " B. O. Wood Specimens^ 
We subjoin a list (G) of the number of men we employ in our 
forests, and <a statement of the average produce of their la- 
bour, that you may estimate how far this branch of industry 
has been pushed, and suggest what melioration it is suscep- 
tible of by the substitution of saw-mills and machinery. It 
is proper to observe, at the same time, that Colonel Hazard, 
the commanding office of the En^neer corps of this Island, 
; who passed a few days with us at Belombre, informs us that 
planks made by a saw-mill are so much more truly cut than 
those cut by sawyers that they would command a much higher 
price. The present manner, in this Island, of cutting planks^ 
is so rude and so imperfect, xh$^ two-fifths, sometimes one- 
iialf, of the timber is wasted in sawing down, trimming, and 
planing,' before they are fit for use. Besides the saving, of 
manual labour, the substitution of a saw-mill would be so 
great a source of profit on the large quantities of wood which 
we make, that it would shortly pay the expense of the ma- 
chinery which it might be necessary to bring from England 
for that purpose. 

The large saws and the files which you sent us in the year 
1818 have answered well. We found some difficulty at first 
in prevailing on the people to use them ; but since their ac- 
tual adoption the work "is more quickly done, and much to 
the satisfaction of the workmen themsdves; we are so well 
.pleased with this, improvement that we wish you to sepd us 
a quantity of hatchets of such temper as will best act upon 
the woods forwarded to you. 

. As much depends upon facility of transport, in .order to 
ease our cattle with timber carriages going from the forest to 
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the sea side with wood for embarkation, and as our land \s 
on a gentle descent, generally speaking, from the extremity 
of the said forest to the beach, we think that it might be ad- 
visable to lay down wooden rail-roads, made from timber of 
•our pwn produce, from that part of the. forest which is now 
being felled, to the sea side. No person here understands 
how to make such a rajUroad, and we have no books nor 
instructions sufficiently detaileTand explanatory to enable us 
to undertake it ourselves ; therefore we wish for the best 
books on rail-roads, and for the first advice you can procure 
us. 

We also request, that you will be pleased to send us the 
volumes published on education by Colonel Paisley of the 
Royal Engineers. We design them for the use of our schools 
of Black mechanics. 



No. 33. 

Extract of a Letter Jrom Mr. Telfair /o William 
Pitt, Esq., Master-Attendant of His Majestifs 
Dock Yardy l^rincomalee^ dated Belombre, Man-- 
ritius, October 25, 1819. 

Some years ago Mr. Kidd, from Calcutta, was here, and he 
advised me to import elephants for the transport of our timber 
from the forest to the sea shore. At present we effect this 
by bullocks, and the operation is attended with no trifling 
labour nor expense. We daily bring down about six tons 
of timber, a distance of five miles, on a gradual descent. 
The feeding of elephants would not cost us much, as we 
have three hundred acres of sugar-cane, and they are fond of 
the pressed canes, which we call bcLgasse, We make our own 
rum and arrack, and we import rice, which would complete 
their rations, whilst the additional work they would perform 
would amply compensate for the expense and care attending 
such animals. 
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No. 34. 



Extract of a Letter relative to the Blacks captured 
in the Succes, to Hart Davis, Esq., Collector of 
the Customs, Port-Louis. 

Bois ChSri, May 4, 1820. 

Sib, — No personal interest would induce me to make this 
offer (to receive the Blacks at Belombre), were I aware that 
any establishment in this Island, public or private, held out 
fairer prospects to the BlacJcs — ^regarding their comforts, 
facilities of acquiring trade, religion, moral education, and 
attention to health. A Surgeon, a Schoolmaster, and Eng^ 
lish tradesmen, for the instruction of the people, are kept 
exclusively on this estate. Several of my apprentices can 
read and write, and one keeps the journal of the establish- 
ment ; and for several years has had a regular salary, on 
account of his trustworthy conduct. 

The duties of religion are dfuly performed by every indi- 
vidual on my property, and the efiPect has been a great 
melioration of the conduct of the BlacJcs ; indeed, many now 
on the Belombre estate came into my possession, because 
their former masters found them incorrigible, and were glad 
to get rid of them. Only one Slave has ^un away (marooned) 
for the last twelve months, and, during the same period, not 
a single individual has suffered punishment. I state these 
facts merely to show, that any of the people whom you 
might entrust to my care would be, in all probability, as 
happy at Belombre, and pass their " seasoning ^ as well 
there as at any other situation in the colony. 
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Nq.35. 



To Major-General Darling, administering the 
Government of Mauritius and Dependencies. 

The Petition o^Chakles Telfair, Esq., joint Proprietor 
qf Belombre Estate^ at Mauritius, and representing the 
persons interested in that properly. 

Hereby Showeth, — That your Petitioner and his co- 
partners have, for several years past, employed an extenave 
capital in cultivating a sugar estate, called Belombre, in this 
Colony ;— T^at their constant efforts have been exercised to 
superspede, as much as possible, the manual labour of Slaves, 
by the introduction of agricultural implements and machinery 
from Great Britcun, and, by practical example, to spread 
among the Planters of the colony the same spirit g( improve- 
ment ; by which means, a larger exportable produce would 
be raised, and, conisequently, the revenues of the island and 
of the mother country would be proportionably benefitted ; 
— That your Petitioner was the fir^ person who introduced 
an English plough into this colony, and employed it on his 
landed property, in consequence of which that implement 
has been extensively adopted, and its use progressively augt 
mented in this island every year; — That your Petitioner has 
latdy been at an expense of ^.1006 sterling, imported ah 
improved British horizontal sugar-mill, which will contribute 
much to the diminution of Slave labour, while its construction 
exempts the attendants from risks, to which they are exposed 
by the mills in common use ; — That a duty of six per centi, 
ad valorem^ has been claimed on this mill, at the Custom 
House of Mauritius, from the agents of the B^ombre estate ; 
-—That the levying of such a duty would be a peculiar 
hardship, not only upon the Planter intent on the improve- 
ment of the lot of his Slaves, but also upon the British 
manufacturer, and must operate as a great discouragement 
to the extension of cultivation, and, consequently, contribute 
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to prevent the increase of exportable and taxable produce ; — 
That no such tax, nor Custom-House duty, exists in any 
of His Majesty's colonies ; but, on the contrary, that boun- 
ties are held out in many for the encouragement of such 
processes, and the introductioh of machinery adapted to 
abridge Slave labour, and to improve and augment the 
produce of the earth; — That your Petitioner being extensively 
engaged in plans of general melioration, and under the confi- 
dent persuasion that the protection of a paternal Government 
Di^ould be extended to such practical improvements as are 
evidently calculated to augment the prosperity of the colony, 
has ordered from England a large quantity of machinery of 
British manufacture, to be employed on the estate of Be- 
lombre, such as saw-mills, steam-engines, and tools of the 
most improved construction ; — That under the most favour- 
able circumstances, in all cases, persons who introduce 
improvements in agricultural processes benefit least by them ; 
.the cost and trouble of forming new habits among the people, 
teaching them trades and new modes of working, and neces- 
sary frequent failures in early attempts, all continue to render 
innovations of this nature burdensome and expensive to the 
first who attempts them, however extensively and generally 
beneficial to the condition of the Slave population, and ulti- 
mately to the whole community they may afterwards be- 
come; — That your Petitioner humbly submits that the claim 
of the Custom-House for such duties is a grievous obstacle 
to the execution of such plans, is unauthorised, as being 
out of the contemplation of any law, and is injurious to the 
rights of humanity, and inconsistent with the prindples of 
financial legislation, both as regarding the British manufac- 
turer and the British Planter. 

That, therefore, your Petitioner humbly prays to be 
exempted fr^ paying Custom-House duties on the ma- 
chinery in question, and your Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray, &c., &c. 
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No. 35*. 



Extract of a Letter from Mr. Telfair to 
His Majesty* s Commissioners of Inquiry^ dated 
Port'Louis, March 24i, 1827. 

When apprentices are sent to the Civil Hospital, it is a 
considerable expense to the master, so as, in a few months, 
to absorb their estimated value, as labouring men ;. and when 
their diseases do not require hospital treatment, being obsti- 
nate or chronic in their nature, the support of the Blacks is 
an expense and constant burden that the master would 
gladly get rid of. The same feeling arises when the Black 
is found to be incorrigible, as a thief or a maroon, subjecting 
the master to continually recurring expenses, for charges of 
capture, or for reimbursing the losses of those persons who 
may have been robbed by him. 

Under one or other of these heads may be comprised the 
great majority of the names compo^ng the list of prize Ne- 
groes apprenticed to me. These Negroes were not sought 
for, but offered to and accjepted by the proprietors of Be- 
* lombre. The healthy climate of that estate, the facility 
of support from the rivers and sea coast, the productive- 
ness of its soil, its capacious and airy hospital, and the 
advantage of a surgeon attached to the estate, who con- 
stantly lived in that building, as well as the establishment of 
a system of discipline which has been found to succeed when 
severity failed, enabled the proprietors, at little risk of ex- 
pense, to receive such prize Negroes as were, on their 
landing, rejected at the Custom-House by applicants for 
apprentices, or such as were afterwards found to be a heavy 
burden upon their masters. 

There arfe now, and always have been, on Belombre, 
several Apprentices and Slaves, who were sent there by their 
masters, because they were found vicious and incorrigible 
by ordinary means at home. 
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In reference to the mortality, the Blacks were so debili- 
tated by their voyage that some died on landing, some a few 
days after their indentures were signed, and the rest could 
not resist an attack of disease or accidents that: stronger con- 
stitutions would have overcome. 

When immediate views of profit are not considered the 
sole motives of action, it will be understood why Belombre 
readily and indiscriminately received those unfortunate 
beings, the refuse of the Slave-ships, who had be^n rejected 
by the very numerous suitors on the list of the Collector of 
Customs. 



No. 86. 

Letter from Mr. Telfair to His Majesty's 
Commissioners of Inquiry, 

Port-Louisy June 21, 1828. 
, Gentlehkn^ — In answer to the several questions you 
have done me the honour of referring to me, on the 
subject of improving the condition of the Slaves of this 
colony, I take the liberty of subjoining some further ex- 
tracts from my " Instruction Book " for Belombre, and of 
adding such observation^ as experience has enabled me to 
make generally on the management of the Blacks. 

On my estate, for petty offences, the trial of Slaves by 
juries chosen among themselves was perfectly successful; 
and, conjointly with the system of ranks, ^rewards, andre- 
compences for voluntary industry, adverted to in my former 
communication, in a very short time rendered any recur- 
rence to corporeal correction almost unnecessary ; so that for 
many years past the " PunisAmefit Book "" was a perfect 
Uank, and the " Weekly Reports^' were discontmued. 
Afterwards the same system was partially followed, at my 
suggestion, by Mr. Piston, in his very extensive ship- 
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building establishment at Port-Louis ; and so confident "was 
he of its complete efficacy, that it was his practice to pur- 
chase incorrigible Blacks from the inhabitants, and, by thie 
plan mentioned, they were reformed. 

Trial by jury is also now in full vigour at Bourbon, <mi 
the extensive estates of Mr. Charles Desbassayns, from 
whom I had a most interesting deisal of. his success, a few 
months ago. His experience has been, I believe, of three 
years^ duration. 

Since the date of the instructions for Belombre^ already 
forwarded to you, I have made another improvement with 
advantage ; viz, the payment of a salary to the different 
commanders of the various bands of Blacks working on the 
estate, at a rate varying from two to four dollars per month ; 
by which arrangement, persons chosen from the first class 
of Blacks have an additionJBil motive for good conduct, while 
they enjoy the means of amassing a certain peculium^ an 
advantage they did not formerly possess. As the com- 
manders themselves do not perform any manual labour or 
task-work, before this new regulation they had no claim for 
extra labour voluntarily performed, and, in this respect, 
they were worse off than those whom they commanded. 

The adoption of the principle of a Saving Bank was not 
limited as to its ultimate purpose, viz, the redemption of 
the personal freedom of my own Slaves, the money being 
unreservedly at the disposal of the owner for any other 
purpose, as luxury in dress, in furniture, in food, &c. In 
fact, none of my Slaves but one, who died after a few years 
of disorderly freedom, has ever shown ft desire for his per- 
sonal enfranchisement ; but several instances have occurred 
of their purchasing their children, and relations, when the 
latter belonged to other masters. 

One of my Blacks, by his savings, purchased ifrom me his 
wife, by whqp he had a child ; and after her death he pur- 
chased from me another Negress as his wife, who continues 
to live with him in a state of freedom. Besides, he has now 
three hundred dollars in the hands of my cashier. 
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Another of my Blacks purchased his wife and two of his 
children, and still he has money enough, if he wished, to 
purchase his own freedom. 

Two of my Negresses obtained their personal freedom^ or 
exemption from work, as a reward to each for having 
brought up seven children. The one has preserved her 
habits of industry, and is conindered rich ; the other, from 
the want of obligatory work, having the right to be idle, got 
into intemperate habits, and, although a vigorous young 
woman, she fell their victim. 

The greatest proportion of money paid to my Blacks, 
amounting on &n average to thirty dollars a-week, has been 
applied by the owners, from time to time, as it accumulated, 
to the purchase of pigs, fowls, fishing-nets, musical instru- 
ments, dresses for their wives, &c. — has often been expended 
in little festivals, at their funerals, for masses and other 
ceremonies in commemoration of the dead, and very often 
has either been given or lent to their less fortunate comrades, 
friends, and relations, on other estates. 

Since its benefits have been practically demonstrated; 
task^work has become almost universal in fiiis island^ 
although thirteen years ago, it was nearly, if not altogether, 
unknown. It was first practised in such departments of 
husbandry as appeared most susceptible of a fair estimation; 
as ploughing, felling of timber, conversion* of timber, road- 
making, and, among tradesmen, as coopers, masons, nailers^ 
and carpenters; it was then adapted to the making of 
trenches for sugar-canes ; to the planting of canes on land 
where the plough could not be worked ; to the cutting of 
canes, and their transport to the mill ; and to the making of 
sugar. 

Among the women, net-making, mat-toiaking, the collect-: 
ing and splitting of the leaves of the screw pine (pandanus 
vacoajj the bruising of sugar lumps with small mallets, &c.; 

* Conversion is a technical term in wood-cutting, iffhich includes the 
various processes by which trees are fashioned for the use of carpenters 
and builders. 
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an operation for which I have now substituted a madiine 
from England — were all executed by task-work. 

Much labour, formerly done by Slaves, has for a long 
period been done by cattle, especially since the proprietors 
of estates have formed roads for carts, instead. of pathways. 
Formerly, timber, even of the very largest kind, was. con- 
veyed &om the forests by mere manual labour, planks being 
placed aa the heads of the Blacks. Sugar-canes were for- 
warded to the mill in the same way ; but the practice for 
some years has been obsolete. 

The male Slaves of the first class furnish all the chief 
artisans, as well as their fellow-workmen of the second class, 
and they bring up to their several trades individuals of the 
third class ; and,' in many instances, such as the conversion 
of timber, sawing, shingle-making, &c., where a certain 
degree of skill is required, the master, artisan is paid for the 
work of the apprentices, which is . accounted for to him as 
extra labour. . , 

When the different workshops, or bands of artisans, have 
been supplied, the labouring class is divided into two bands, 
ihe great %and^ formed of the most able-bodied .men, and 
the little band, consisting of young persons of both, sexes, 
who are only capable of light work, to which their labours 
are consequently confined. The remaining persons on the 
estate consist of children, who do light work, as weeding the 
garden, &c<, in the intervals of their school hours, and of 
nurses and convalescents, who make sacks for. containing 
sugar, and clothing for the Blacks, and who, besides, have 
other trifling employments. 
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No. 37. 



Extracts qf a Letter ff&m Mr. Telfair to His 
Majesiy*s Commissioners qf Inquiry^ dated Port- 
Louis, JulyVI, 1828. 

G£KTL£M£,K, — I havc the honour to ackiibn^ledge the 
receipt of ydiii' letter,* containing the interrogatories relative 
to the improvement of the condition of the Skv^ p6pUlationi, 
which. I sWl have great pleasure in answering, aiecordbg to 
my experience. ' • 

It may be necessary td remark, that, in carrying my plante 
into effect, more difficulties presented themselves than I 
had anticipated. * UntiH became a practical Planter, I was 
comparatively unacquainted with the praise ^^mit of civiliza- 
tion to which the Blacks of habitations had attamed; my 
opinions had been formed from the study of the tempers; dis- 
positions, and acquirements of domestic or pertonal Slaves ; 
and I had too highly estimated the intellecttial attd- moral 
state of the majority of the agricultural population, whc»d I 
found on nearer acquaintance tb be, for thie most paW, ' little 
removed from a state of contented barbarism ; th^ir happi- 
ness consisting in the mere indulgence of ahimtf propensities, 
without any religious feeling or instruction^ and without the 
hope or desire of stepping out of their ^herei' The^dbricep- 
tion of gaining their freedom was as strange to them as it 
would have been to wish to be white. 

Civilization is much farther advanced in the West Indies ; 
but their population was accustomed to the wants and siip- 
plies of civilized life, above two hundred years before this 
island was first colonized. Intelligence, in long settled 
islands, during that period, has been constantly descending 
from the highest to the lowest classes, and the wish for 
freedom is, perhaps, universal among the latter. The great 
problem of enfranchisement there is consequently of less 
difficult solution, and, in all probability, more immediately ^ 
practicable. But the want of desire for liberty among the 
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Slave population of this island is not the sole difficulty to 
contend with. The person who, unsupported, attempts 
innovations tending to that purpose,, will find it very difficult 
to ensure the full execution of any plan which he does not 
personally superintend, and will faave.to form tl^e instrument 
by which he is to operate bn the mass of the sud popuktioil. 
In examining the promnent traits of the character of the 
agricultural Slaves, I found that the most striking was an* 
intense sensibility to any act of injustice. Seventy of punish- 
ment was never complained of unless it was unjust ; but, in 
this case there was a deep fellow feeling and sympatliy with 
the sufferer among all the individuals of his dass. This 
observation led me to think, of the institution of trial by jury 
among the Slaves themselves* Its commencement was rude 
and inartificial ; it was of a summary nature, and not subject 
to any precise technical forms, nor confined to any exact 
number of persons selected for composing the jury, the 
object b^ng chiefly to prerent the exerdse of arbitrary power 
in the hands of the commanders xur overseers — ^the sudden 
and angry infliction of punishment upon the impulse of the 
moment— -and, at the same time, to have on the spot, as 
members of the jury, witnesses authorised to report to the 
prcqirietor, or to his representative, any injustice that might 
be attempted. ^^ 

The different bands of Blacks had at all times in th^t 
field-work, and when at a cUstance in the forests, making 
shingles, planks, or timber, an ova-seer, who was a free man, 
and generally a white man. The subjects of trial w^ne 
generally for quarrelling or striking one another, drunken- 
ness, stealing each other^s tools^or a part of the produce of 
another^s task-work, not fulfilling the;^r tasks from idlehesiS, 
thefts of poultry, pigs, clothing, <tot)acco, and cboking uten- 
ttls, and alleged marooning ; *that is, being found on the 
estates of neighbouring proprietors without written pet- 
.mission, or apparent excuse ' ^ 

In all cases it was found advisable that the examination 
,and judgment of the faults, or delinquencies, should I|e as 
•prompt as is compatible wiitb> a. due qhecV against injustice. 
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Suspense under accusation. is to the BlacksjnsufFerable^'and 
induces them to marocsi, 'SO as to avoid >tlie unknown :re8ult 
of a defierred investigation. Therefore, An all cases, the 
moment a fault was discovered, fflx or seven of thejmost 
jsteady men present were called together, by the overseer, on 
the spot; hie stated the case to them, and. the culprit made 
his defence. J. never heard of any difference of opinion, 
*the cases weile generally clear, and easily, decided. If there 
was no proof, or if the defendant could . give a satisfactory 
explanation of his conduct, he went immediately . to work. 
•If the case was made out, the jury recommended thequantum 
of punishment (I never heard of their retiring, to consult, or 
keeping their opinions secret), and the overseer sent the 
culprit, in charge of a commander, to the master, who, if the 
case did not admit of pardon, ordered the man to.be con- 
fined till the next morning, when punishment was inflicted, 
before the whole of the peo^de at the appel, or roll-call. 
The gravity of crimes ^nd offences, committed by Blacks, is 
estimated at a low rate : larcenies, and some other of their 
offences, are within the bounds of slight trespasses,* although 
.tHe perpetrators of such deeds in countries of higher civiliza- 
tion would be considered as felons. 

Penal inflictions on habitations are comparatively light,' so 
far as I have seen, and their application is subject to several 
modifications. The Slaves are descended from different 
stocks, and the mode of punishment adapted to act on one 
race is not apfJicable to all the castes. The Creoles of the 
first rank have a pride io never having received a .stroke of 
.the whip or rattan, this sense of honour prevails especially 
in- those of Indian origin, degradation from the rank of 
.Commander is their punishments 

The Madagascar Negro may also, to a ce^in extent, be 
•actuated by similar motives ; they are not so humiliated by 
personal correction, but they fear it; and this, as well as 
coercion by solitude, and confinement from amusement, sate 
severe punishments. But the Mozambique Negro has no 
dread of shame ; sectary confinement, which enables him 
to sleep undisturbed, is his enjojrment, and bodily punish- 
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ment he endures. like a. stoic,' but without, the mental efforts 
this apparent indifference to pain requires. They, however^ 
can be acted on by short diet and loss of the daily dnun^ pi; 
allowance of spintsi, of which they dislike to be deprived. 

The punishment for idleness generally consisted in obliging 
the defaulter to make up his task in the hours pf prdoque^ 
at repose, and in depriving him of his customary dram in* 
the evening* Drunkenness was frequently cured in the 
young, by a process which produced a disfgust to spiritpous 
liquors; in some the cure was permanent^ in others it 
required a repetition of the process, idfter a certain lapse of 
time. Marooning was punished by putting jLhe culprit in 
confinement, after hid task was done, and making him sleep 
in the btdcifoc a certain nui»ber of nights. Fighting and 
quarrelling were punished by the application of the whip, 
according to the gravity of the <;a^e, varying from half a 
dosen to twenty-five lashes^ ThieVing was punished by 
restoring thfe property, or its value in stock, when the thief 
had any thing valuable, and by confining him at the block 
'm the interval of labour. In cases where there was, no pro- 
perty, the loss was made .up ixk task-wo^k to the profit of the 
.person robbed. The punishment? of females consisted in 
'Confiniidg ^thcnoa from- Saturday .evening to Monday morning; 
thus depriving them of the Saturday's dance and holy-day 
aniusements. Slighter, punishinents consisted in revising 
tickets o{ \ea.\e (billets de pcufsej to visit their friends or 
relations on neighbouring estates, or in different distant paints 
t)f the island. 

Tunishments were inflicted in presence of the assembled 
(people before they proceeded to work. There never was 
much. corporeal punishment on Belombre, and latteriy none. 
Sinc6 the departure of Mn Wm^ Telfair and Mr. Foster, 
and the removal of a great part of the Belombre Blacks to 
Beau Manguier^ none is allowed to be inflicted without 
previously having my orders, if not on the spot ; and there 
,has never been any whilst I resided there. Indeed, I am 
2Qot aware.of any ;of my people having been flogged for many 
years past. 
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The llissionai^^#ftM>'' folded -wkh me at Belombre was 
accustomed to ktend wifenevferi there was an opportunity of 
giving good adVlie,'^ littd particidarly at, burials, and on 
occasions ' of cdt^redjiStiniftbnient he seised the occasion of 
inculcating y&riif eiM'^ni^ieuS' duties. His exhortations 
and remcnistr^tices'%ere^ strong and affectionate, and con- 
duced esseSidkll^ to^ the'impro'tRementjof our pec^le; the 
children who'wfei^fns scholars were- devoted to him; and 
their parent^, ""wht/l^r^t fnom them to ang hymns, partook 
of the same seifflmSits. He showed them the consequences 
of vice as to thdr futiire state, and the necessity, for tbdr 
own sakes, of puiUsKmi^tit,^ which was inflicted with repug- 
nance by' th^ master; 'but which was indispensable to keep 
them in'thepattr of durty 'that would lead to their endless 
welfare.'* ' '^ '' -..> ,^ 

Tlie recofds'of tb^se tri^ and .punishments, on convic- 
tion, were k'ejftf for iB6me years-; but no record of acquittal 
was ever regi^teii^dj'lind the infreqtiency of oi&nces after- 
war<)s lai'to'the g^adualneglect of the re^ster. 

The character and abilities of each individual were known 
to tile manager, 'from ' constant intercourse and a study of 
their dispositions, 'c^nd the moral reformation had been in a 
a great degree produced" for which the said trials were 
originally intended. 

I have Always regfeutled the state of Slavery as one that 
must pass away^, sobner or later,, in the prepress from savage 
ta civilized life, towards -which, ^ in advancing from the 
natural state of barbarous nations, it is a great and important 
step. The nesiV step depends <m the progress of dvilization 
arising from the difKidon and prevalence of reli^ous and 
moral' feeling actuating the conduct of men, and which is 
the result of educatibn, not speculative or merely scholastic, 
but which arises from practical improvements in the arts and 
institutions of life. This principle of advancement is always 
in activity, always in progress ; and when ignorance is thus 
dispelled, the other grand step is g^ned with the progress 
of society, and Slavery dies a natural death. As a general 
state of society, and by a measure co-extensive with the 
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ev3, it is perhaps the only mode by which Slavery can be 
finally and entirely abolished, without struggle or convul- 
sion. Education appears, therrfore, an indispensable preli- 
nnnary, and with this view the instruction of the people 
might be generally established by superior i^uthority ; the 
prejudicesfigainst it in this colony are wearing quietly away. 
If it were deemed proper .to invest the master with power 
as magistrate over the lower classes, in proportion as he 
divested himself of his powers, a$ a proprietor, and if, as 
was th^ Roman practice, an enfranchised Slave who di&- 
graced himself by crimes against his former owner, were 
liable to be reduced to slavery again, some further difEcul- 
ties to the individual enfranchisement of Slaves might be 
overcome. This is perhaps all that would be necessary, 
when the proportion of Slaves composing a community is 
much inferior to the white or free population, as at the 
Gape of Good Hope, and in the continental states of 
America, where climate is less an obstacle to cultivation by 
free labour. But, in the sugar islands, where all these cir- 
cuipstances are reversed, the progress to final enfranchise- 
ment, woulfl be slower. The class of Slaves, when the males 
jEind £emales are equal in number, would probably augment 
as^rapidly by natural progression as it would be diminished 
by individual enfranchisement; and means might, therefore, 
be;d|3vi3ed for the gradual Uberaiion of the whole mass, as a 
cli^s of . men, so as to modify their state and that of their 
proprie^s, as a great body, without at the same time im- 
peding the established practice of individual enfranchise- 
BH^nt. This step is only to be gtuned, however, by the 
yt>)untiMry act of the proj^ietors, who, as an inducement, 
should b^ enabled to fed that they do not sink but rise in 
society by the change. 

When it is considered, that, by withdrawing the power of 
atfoitrary pumshment from the owner, which would be the 
inevitable consequence of the universal legal establishment of 
trial by jury on the great sugar estates, and by the monthly 
reports of punishments to the superior civil magistrate, the 
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state of Slavery would be so essentially changed as not to 
merit that appellation. 

The next step towaids freedom would thus in reality be 
given^ and tfaiis advance in the progress to liberty might be 
distinguished by an appropriate denomination, which^ although 
in some degree it appeared merely nominal, would probably 
lead to important consequences : I mean that state of vassal* 
age which has existed in all ages, as an intermediate step in 
the progress of society from barbarism through Slavei'y to 
freedom, and which still exists, to a certain extent, among 
the northern nations of Europe. This step would not dis- 
solve, being the pure and voluntary gift of the proprietor, 
nor injure the connection which, at present, unites by the 
strongest bonds the lowest to the highest class of society. 
The great proprietor, as magistrate, lord of the soil, and 
masteir of the vassal, would hold all the powers which could 
be really valuable to himself or his people. The delegation 
of the sovereign power, thus modified, and extending over the 
population of the district, taking cognizance of all offences 
like the country ma^strates in England, would make him 
more respectable in bis own eyes, and in those of hia^nfe- 
riors ; his rights, thus become manorial or baronial, would 
be equally transferable as at present, and the Planter's con- 
dition being thus elevated, persons possessing capital, and 
worthy of participating in the magistracy by which the 
community would be municipally governed, might be willing 
to invest their property in a mode at once safe, honourable, 
and productive, leaving mere speculators for cupidity and 
gain, and petty proprietors, who are the hardest masters, 
and the most obstinate in resisting improvements, to with- 
draw their funds from such property, for pursuits of a more 
purely commercial and lucrative nature. 

In those islands, where property of this nature has de- 
scended in families for some generations — and where the 
Creole population form the fixed aristocracy^ as inheritors 
and owners of the Slaves and the soil, and attached to their 
birthplace, this change, equally advantageous to the Slave 
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and honourable to the master, might niost easily be effected. 
An example set by a proprietor of consequence, by his pos- 
sessions and character, would gradually be followed, either 
by the present proprietors, or^ where they are toe old to 
change rooted opinions and the prejudices of a life-time, by 
their successors. 

It would be superfluous to pursue further the succesave 
steps leading to the final extinction of vassalage, which 
would arise from the progressivie extension of education, 
neligious instruction, and social institutions, leading in their 
consequences to ifeodal allotments of land for agricultural 
or other bodily corvies, to copyhold tenures for personal 
services, and finally to freehold for rent 

It may be remarked, that it is not a new idea to admit 
Colonial proprietors to a partidpation in the honours and 
favours flowing from the Sovereign. In France, before the 
revolutionary war, Creole proprietors were entitled to many 
of the privileges of nobility, and were eligible to hold com- 
missions in the army at home, and other posts, from which 
the roturiers were debarred. In our own country, the 
baronetage of Nova Scotia had not a more honourable 
purpose for its creatiqn, than that which would have for its * 
principle the admission to an equal rank of such Colonial 
proprietors as showed themselves animated by sentiments 
not less noble, in elevating their fellow-creatures in the scale 
of humanity ; nor would the recognition, or creation, of such 
an aristocracy, redound less to the honour of the Sovereign, 
or the character of his reign, with future ages. If to this 
were added, the admission into Parliament of such repre- 
sentatives of the property and mind of the highest class, as 
would watch and defend tlie interests of the Colonies; being 
chosen by tbe proprietors themselves, and possessing that 
local knowledge requisite. in legislating for distant territories, 
it would be a pledge to those possessions of the Crown, that, 
in changing the interior constitution on which the structure 
of society at present reposes, it is not less the intention of 
the Legislature to promote their permanent internal peace and 
security, and even their advancement and splendor. 
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Upon fsbme such basis as that suggested;^ the voluntary 
act of the proprietors might probably be obtained in the 
sugar idands, by which the odious term of Slavery would 
be entirely and for ever. abolished, and a modified freedom, 
little inferior to that of some of the northern nations, ob« 
tained, leading at no very distant date to that equality of 
condition which is consistent with the unequal distribution 
of property, • j.. 

Upon the adoption of those principles I do not see any 
hinderance to legalising die universal practice of trial by 
jury among the Blacks,. for. such domestic offences on the 
estate of the proprietor as are not necessarily brought before 
the ordinary courts of justice, either as breach^ of the peace 
or invasions of the 'rights of others than the master. The 
voice of fauhianity;and of interest would in this coincide—^ 
the Slaves would be governed by the rules of reason and 
natural equity, agreeably to their own conception, and in 
support of the right and dignity of the master. He consults 
his own interest by his clemency,, and an efficient curb is 
placed on the passions of his subordinates, whose severities it 
is not his interest, and cannot be hb disposition, to enoDU- 
' rage ; for, ' whatever pleasure it may be supposed a man 
ixuty take in the indulgence of his own anger, it will not be 
contended that he participates in that of his servant, when 
the vengeance is to be exercised at his own expense ; and it 
would be so when inflicted on his Slave. It is my own 
feeling, from experience^ I express, when I say that a quar- 
terly or monthly account of all punishment should be made 
out on every estate, and forwarded to the ma^strate of the 
district, and that' this return sh9uld comprise the nam? 
of the iiidividnal and of the overseer, the judgment, the 
punishment awarded by the jury, the sentence and infliction, 
and the natne of 'the surgeon present, when the number of 
lashes exceeds twenty.' The$e reports i^ould include, not 
only cotpofieal punishment^ but that of the block or soUtary 
confinement, and should be extracted from the punishment 
book of the estate, and sign^ed by the manager and the next 
person under hira, and by the surgeon attending the estate, 
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when present. ^ And in periods where tio punidimait cxxurs, 
a certificate to that effect, sighed in the some manner, should 
be forwarded' by the in^nager and' subordinate to the ciril 
magistrati^ False returns might be poni8hed.by<banbhment: 
fromf the island, «witb0ut,pjrejudice to the other legal remedies 
already provided by Jaw. ^ • ' ^ -. io 

The deration. to, and degradatioii from^ higher ranks 
among our people, were ori^nally frequent.* ^ After the first 
year^ or two years, .those changes lessened, degradations be- 
came temporary; and after a certain time allowed for repen^^ 
tance- and amendment, the persons were Restored. The first 
class became comoianders of their different b^nds. I know 
but of three^wiio have permanent^ l6st rank—- two for forgery 
and one for immorality. The last is a Creole, too old to be 
imbued/ /with .religious instructibti, but wi^^many talents; 
the others iwei^. young lads taught at our own school, and 
{Probably seduced to the crimifial act hjthm relations, who 
Qved'withiQther .mas|e^s ; indeed I know this to have been, 
tfab case with one of them. « . 

' ^^^.house&.on Belombre w6re about two hundred, and 
vfere given in. .preference, as they ^ere- rebuilt, to women 
with &m^i^. vThis rebuilding topk- place in consequence of 
dhifdng the Camp to a more elevated, drysr, and salubrious 
situation. > The, ..value of a house nnghtr.be estimated at 
fifteen dollars, furnished with its bedsteady- and the cooking 
utensils, &e:'at. three or four dollars^; - the. purchase of tho^e 
things^ would, have cost more to pel*sOns« otherwise situated. 
But having all the materials iii'our own possession, and 
workmen being on the spot, the 'outlay e-money was trifling, 
sdthough the.timb^r and labour might have been turned to 
more immediate profit. ^ -' r 

Eweiy Black who was desirous dT cultivating a garden had 
a piece of ground marked out for that purpose, and there he 
might spend his vacant time ; the system of gardening did 
not .extend far ; it was chiefly confined to the commanders 
and the chief Blacks, who were allowed to profit by the la- 
bour of those who, for punishment^* were confined ; few of. 
the others after task preferred this employment to a continue 
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ance of that appropriate labour for which they were paid^ 
and the profit was more immediate. 

The property in these houses and gardens was not of a na- 
ture to be sold or transferred by the possessors. It insured 
them exclusive and undisputed enjoyment, but the land, or 
house, was not conferred as an exchangeable value. The 
iprbperty that they did possess without control on thdr dis- 
posal of it, consisted of supernumerary furniture, clothing, 
and domestic utensils bought by their own industry, the pro- 
duce of their gardens, pigs, poultry, and their savings. This 
mode of conducting habitations is, I believe, becoming nearly 
universal. The only thing that was novel, as far as I know, 
was vesting the immoveable property in the female, as well 
as all utensils furnished by the estate. 

The extent of the disposable property is not in any instance 
very considerable ; the produce of their pigs and poultry ^ 
served to purchase luxuries from time to time, additional 
clothing of a finer texture for holidays, and^ with some of 
the higher class, in having masses for the dead, for which<, 
in some instances, they substitute anniversary fStes. Almost 
all the Slaves possess some property, however, of thiis kind. 
It attaches them to the soil, and it is a very general custbih 
when, by accident or otherwise, they lose their pigs and 
poultry, and have not the means of purchasing others, for 
the manager to give a pig and a few hens in joint property 
to the Black, the manager furnishing the food and dividing 
the profit on the sale of the; animals at maturity, or on taking 
them for the use of the table of the' proprietor. 

The amount of sums in deposit is not at present greats 
The removal of the Blacks from Belotnbre to my other 
properties, and under other management, natiirally led to 
settlements with them for the sums, generally small, which 
were due to them. 

One of my people has three hundred dollars in the hands 
of my clerk, with which he intends tb purchase a slave to 
attend his child that is free ; another has two hundred, and 
another a hundred and fifty ; and others who have earned 
and gaved money, have them in the hands of some -of their 
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relations, who are already free, and they are left to accumulate 
with them till they reach amounts sufficient to purchase 
their liberty. 

;5o far as my experience goes, the general persuasion is, 
that jSL Slave enfranchised, after he comes to manhoood, is 
apt to indulge in excesses, from which disposition children 
and free persons are exempted ; being no longer obliged to 
work, idleness is apt to render them turbulent and vicious, 
and once having cast off the sober habits of daily labour, its 
tranquillizing effects, on which so much of the peace and 
good order of society depend, are lost. Freeborn Blacks are 
on ja similar footing to ordinary labourers in free countries : 
they are obliged to work for their subsistence, they are not 
subject to that perpetual pupillage which devolves on the 
master — all care for their welfare ; and they learn, from their 
earliest days, the necessity of labour and industry. 

Freeborn Blacks are not so subject to intemperate habits 
as the lower classes of free people in colder climates, and I 
do not think the enfranchised Slave would be more so if the 
enfranchisement . was the gradual work of time and of his 
own industry ; and if religious sentiments were duly instilled 
during its progress. 

The free classes are not prone to intemperance, but are 
generally industrious ; with many, however, their industry 
is not of the most beneficial nature to society. Those who 
have learned trades are generally quiet, orderly, respectful, 
and honest ; but there are individuals in many of their 
families, without visible means of honest existence, and who 
will not labour, but live by enticing the Slaves to steal from 
their masters; an abuse against which there is great 
difficulty in obtaining legal redress. They beset the 
habitations, and are ready at hand on the adjoining roads, 
to receive whatever may be stolen by the Slaves, for which 
a very inadequate value is, returned, and are thus the 
primary authors of most crimes and offences among die 
Slaves. A roll of those people made by the magistrates of 
districts, and a frequent call of their names, obliging them 
to report on their occupations, might tend to diminish 
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this evil, pr perhaps it might be rooted out by obliging 
persons Who lead an indolent and vagabond life, to work 
im the roods in the same manner, and at the same rate of 
retribution granted to the military of the garrison, who 
have been thus employed so beneficially for years, to the 
improvemenf of. the colony. On the tjubject of grounds for 
the Blacks to raise their own subsistence, and to taupply the 
public 'markets with provisions, I would reniark that the 
agricultural Slaves of this island^ generally speaking, are 
not sufficiently advanced in civilization to enable the master 
to depend upon their voluntary industry for this purpose; 
and, if the labour is to be performed by compulsion, their 
gardens will have little of attraction but the name; the viork 
will not be better done than at preseht,' when the united 
labour of^all tends equally to produce the subsistence of 
the old and the young, the weak' aM the strong. The 
parishes of this island are not like tfiosd'of Jdmaica, where 
each affords ainarket. Port-Louis has the only one on this 
island, and the habitations, most thickly inhabited by the 
Slavic' population, are at such distanced froin PcHl-Louis as 
to prevent -the transporting of their prbduce. ' thither for 
profitable sale. ' 



No. 38. 
To Mrs. Admiral ChAmberlayne. 

Newton, near Warringkmy Jprii. 2, 1827. 

My Dear Madam, — I hope my addressing you may be 
alld^ed,' from my long acquaintance' with- your amiable 
dsiughter, Mrs. Telfair, for vrhom ihy (Esteem daily increased, 
£ts 1 became better acquainted with the^ virtues and the 
integrity of her character. ^^ . . 

' Itialate letter from Mrs. Telfjur, she mentions the ac- 
cu^tion brought forward in the House of Commons, against 
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Sir R. Fiurquhar and Mr, Telfair, of vhich (however ex- 
traordinary it may appear) I had not heard before. I ai^ 
living in complete refirement, and during the last three 
years I have seldom seen a London Newspaper. 

Had I been asked to point out two men,in the colony of 
Mauritius, gainst whom subh an accusation would have 
been brought, by any person bearing a character of respectar 
bility^ Mr. Farquhar and Mr. Telfair would have been the 
last in my mind: they would have been the most remote 
firom ;any suspicion. , 

Mrs; Telfair begs nie to ^e my candid, opinion of Mr. 
Telfiiir, of his conduct to his Slaves^ &c<., Sssc^ in a letter 
addressed to Mr. Biixtori ; and candid shall, my opinion be, 
and trufilolhe best of my finite Unda^standing* Ho friend- 
ship should induce ine to write what I did not believe to be 
true^ and of this Mrs. Telfeir is well aware. ' But being 
unaccustomed to 'writcf oil subjects >0f this nature, and my 
mind being weakened by sickness and sorrows, I shrink from 
addressing myself to a gentleman, a stranger, who, never 
having heard of my name, would probably pay little attention 
to my lettar« I prefer, tH^efbr^, addressing, you. Madam, 
oil ^ the subject, regretting only that my feeble pen cannot 
speak more energetically in the cause of truth, and in 
dtfence of the calumnialted. .. , 

I resided in the Isle of France, from June 1814, to the 
end of December 1820. During that period, the characters 
of most indi^duals in that small island must have become 
known to me^ and more particularly those of persons higli in 
office -or in influence. Mr. Telfair stood among the highest— - 
Hot <Mily for science, abilities, aiid' general knowledge, but 
iitfll more so as a man of integrity and philanthropy — 
tehiHting, in no common degree, the milk ofhuman kind^ 
'^ess to all around him, or tmder his influence. I have 
frequently heard him blamed, I' might say revil^, for his 
'indulgence to his Sidves — ^but never did I hear him accuse^ 
bf severity towards them ; never in one single instance. I 
was a visitor in his libusef a period of time, ia which deception 
could not have been kept up, if deception had been intended' 
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On the 26th of April, 1820, I reached Beloi^bre, on a visit 
to Mrs. Telfair, and I remtdned her guest till the 7th of 
July following. During that time I never saw, nor beard 
of, any act of cruelty, nor even severity, towards his Slaves; 
on the contrary, I witnessed many instances of his, fatherly 
care, and kindness towards them. Doctor Desnoyers was 
maintained to attend the ack pn his estate, as much wme 
was sent to the hospital as the Doctor chose to order, and 
sometimes I thought profusely; and if ever I saw Mr. 
Telfair out of temper, it was once when the Doctor, engaged 
at a game of chess with me, suffered himself to be sent for 
the second time to the hospital, before he attended to the 
summons. All the duties of family prayer were peiformed 
in Mr. Telfair'^s house in a pious and regular |^anner; 
prayers, and sometimes a sermon, were read by the master of 
the mansion in the presence of his family, his guests, and 
those of his household who understood English ; and a 
school for the Black children was established on the estate 
by Mr. Telfair, mded by Mr. David Jones, a missionary 
from the London Society. 

Mr. Jones having buried his wife, child, and all those who 
accompanied him to Madagascar, returned alone to Mauri- 
tius to recruit his health and spirits ; and was humanely in- 
vited to Belombre, as a more salubrious part of the island 
than Port-Louis, where he became very useful to Mr. Tel- 
fair in establishing a school, which gave great annoyance to 
the French in general, and which many of the English 
derided, because they thought the plan absurd, and that 
Mr. Telfair was carrying kindness and equality too far. 

On my return to Fort^Louis I was attacked on all sides 
about the Belombre school, and every thing was said that 
could be thought of to convince me of its impolicy, and of 
the danger of teaching Slaves to read and write. Instances 
of forgery were brought in aid, and there was much sneering 
at Mrs. Telfair ^*'Jbr spending her time'** in teaching tlie 
Black children. But this was not true ; Mrs. Telfair gave 
a rational time to all her duties ; she visited the school daily, 
and was generally present from twelve till two oViock, 
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assisting in hearing the children's lessons^ coirecting their 
errors, and performing all the necessary duties of a schpol- 
•master. This school cost Mr. Telfair much money, in books, 
tracts, catechisms, &c., besides the loss of time for the culture 
of his lands, for his instructions were not confined alone to 
children. All his neighbours exclaimed loudly about his 
measures, from, I suppose, the fear of example. 

Perhaps you may not think it inapplicable if I give an 
extract of my Journal, showing my sentiments on my first 
visit to, Mrs. Telfair's school. 

" May % — Went at twelve to the school ; heard the chil- 
dren (about fifty) spell, read, sing, and pray ; the two last 
exercises were very affecting and gratifying; some of them 
begin \m iiead, and all seem to have made a wonderful pro- 
gress, particularly in their prayers and recitations. To hear 
so many little voices lifted up in praise of their Maker and 
Redeemer afiected me even to tears. I have determined to 
send my little Black boy to school while I remaio here. 
Whatever such education may be in a political view, I am 
sure it must be right in a religious sense, and therefore a 
duty to follow the example.'* 

Mrs. Telfair was so much afraid of the Slaves being over* 
worJcedf that I frequently thought^I trust I am'not wanting 
in humanity — ^that she sometimes ran a little into the oppo- 
site extreme. 

I never saw a Black household servant in the. Isle of 
France do a tithe of the work done by many female servants 
in England* How they work on the plantations I am not 
so competent to speak, having had no opportunity of judging; 
but there is no starving population in the country — no beg- 
gars. Would I could say so here. 

Every Sunday mormng the little girls came into the vi* 
randa to make their curtseys to Madame (Mrs. Telfair), who 
saw that their clothes and persons were kept clean ; if it 
were otherwise, she blamed where blame was due. Each 
brought a calabash for apportion of sugar, which I generally 
assisted in distributing to them ; and happier faces than 

N 
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wer& under ihi&iv little ivhite caps^ I tmVe fieldonl ^secn. Oh 
Sunday evehings they were catechiised, sung hymns, ht. &c. 

There was a niilitluy station on the coast, Jiatot^, aboiit 
three miles from ^e house of Mh Telfair^ and thet*e was a 
detadiment frdtn that station directly opposite td the man- 
sion, on the Hear margin of the sea. 1 walked with my 
daughter every morning from half-past five till s^ven oVIoc^k 
on the beach, and never without seeing soldiers passing from 
one station to the other. I conceive it impos»ble for dny 
Slaves to have been landed, there unseen by the military 
appointed to watch the coast ; aind they have too strong an 
interest in fulfilling such a duty to be negligent in their 
office. 1 think, also, that Mr. Telfair haid too just a sense of 
religion to break through the laws of his country, <»i* to acl 
in opposition to them. I have dvery reason to think that he 
would not, as well ad that he could not, do it, and that he 
never thought bf such a thing as the importation of SlMH. 
Of Mr. Farquhar I am not called upon to speak, or I should 
say that he had done more towards annihilating the Stave 
Trade ihm any ibther person whatever; he struck at the 
Toot of the evil, by negotiating a treaty with the chiefs in 
Madagascar to prevent the sale <^ Slaves for exportation ; 
and while his measures were pursued, I believe^ he succeeded. 
He was much beloved in the island, by all ranks and colour^ ; 
few men so situated could, I think, have had feWer ettemies. 
I am, 

My Dear Madam, 

With much respect. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) ANN MARY BERRY. 
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No, gQ. 

Society^ May 11, l!^2i). 

^Re heal'th bf Mr. Jbti^d i^x^rfefacM & il^Ay Wstbfdtioh 
dii iiife krrival kt thfe Maiititiu^; *rhielr^ h6 wa^ feefeiv^ ihto 
ttve hbuse ht Mit. Trfifiib bf fi^ldMBtiej di^tlt afebiif forty 
milefe froW PotutduJ^. l^is gehtlfeihaii ii^ V^^f desirous ot 
promoting a Mission in Madagascar, and hkd kiirdly permit- 
ted Mr. Jones to transcribe some vocabularies of the Mada- 
gascar language, which he himself had compiled, as well as 
several journals of his own travels in that island. 

Mr. Jones has commenced a religious service in English, 
fof the benefit <rf thfe sef vahts ob Mr. Telfair's esthbliAm^ni ;. 
it was in eontemplation to have also a regular service for the 
benefit oi the Slaves at Belombre, and of the French people 
in the neighbourhood, as well as their Sl&ves, should they be 
inclined to attend. A Sabbath school had been established, 
in which there were nearly fifty children ;- also a Day school 
for the instruction of the chUdren qf Slaves^ on. the British 
system, in which there was about the same number of scholars^ 
who learned rapidly. This school is superintended by Mr. 
Telfair, and two other g^ntlemfen ; the female branch of it 
is under the supenntei^ence of Mrs. Telfair* 



No. 40. 

EiitHitt ft6bi the QftitHerip Chtohidk 6f the 
Missionary Society ^ JS^o. 19> pc^e 92. 

Otshber 1*, 185W. 
I tkkt my ffcii te hftttd tb Write t6 yofu ift * piu^ kk y^t 
but little known to me, feeling the saine fegitrd and aHlisctloii 
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for you as I felt when you faithfully attended me at the time 
I was apparently on the verge of death, and despaired of 
recovery. You have, indeed, acted towards me as the good 
Samaritan did towards the man that fell atnong thieves when 
going down to Jericho*. — Vide Letter of Mr. David Jones, 
Missionary, to Charles Telfair, Esq. 

P.S. — In another letter to Mrs. Telfair, also contained 
in the 19th Number of the Quarterly Chrcxiide, page 94, 
Mr. Jones, after addr^ng the same grateful acknowledg- 
ments as to Mr. T., concludes in these words ; ^* He who is 
infinitely rich in all blessings reward you both for your kind.* 
ness and attention.*" 



No. 41. 

Extracts from the Report of the Dtrectors to the 
Twenty-Seve^ith General Meeting qf the Mis- 
sionary Society^ May 10, 1821. 

Mr. David Jones, whose health is now re-established,, 
continued, during the former part of last year, to labour at 
Belombre, under the patronage of Charles TelfSEur, Esq. 
He had been chiefly occupied, while there, in studying the 
Madecasse language, reading a voluminous mass of docu- 
ments relating to Madagascar, instructing the Slaves^ and 
superintending the school. Mr. Telfeir, in a letter to the 
Directors, speaks in highly favourable terms of the method 
pursued by Mr. Jones in the school, as well as of the pro- 
gress of the children. 

* The Editor of tlie Quarterly Chronicle adds the following note : — '< Mr. 
Jones returned to the Mauritius after the failure of the Society's first at- 
tempt to establish a Mission in Madagascar ; he settled at Belombre, about 
Ibrty miles from Port«Louis, under the immediate patronage of Mr. Tellair, 
who not only furnished him with books calculated to facilitate his studies, 
in reference to the Madagascar Mission, but also treated him with great 
hospitality and kindness, exerting himself td the utmbst, and with full suc- 
cessy to promote his perfect restoration to health.'^ •j . 
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Alluding, in another letter, to the general effects of Mn 
Joneses tuition, Mr. Telfair observes. 

The example has extended from the children to their 
parents and older relations; so that a general sjurit of 
religious feeling pervades all classes of the numerous 
population employed on my habitations ; and the improve- 
ment of their conduct and industry has been in proportion. 
Some of my Slaves who had absconded during my absence 
in England, and had been away for three years, have 
returned to their duty, and become quiet and well behaved. 
I trust these palpable good consequences will have their 
effect, in inducing others to follow the example of educating 
their Slaves. 



No. 42. 

Extracts Jrom the Report of the lyirectors of the 
Missionary Society ^ printed May 9> 1822. 

Mr. Telfair^s school at Belombre, formerly under the 
care of Mr. David Jones, Missionary in Madagascar, c(»i« 
tinues in a prosperous state. A great number of the Slaves' 
on his estate continue to be instructed, of whom many are 
able to read well. 

Mr. Le Brun acknowledges, with warm sentiments of 
gratitude, the kind aid and friendly attentions which be is 
constantly receiving from various respectable individuals at 
Port-Louis, among whom he particularises General Darling - 
and his Lady, Mr. and Mrs. Telfsdr, Hart Davis, Esq., 
Collector of His Majesty''s Customs, and Mr. White, Director 
of the King'^s Garden ; who have manifested a uniform and- 
liberal zeal in behalf of the mission. 

Mr. Jones likewise received much personal kindness from 
Mr. and Mrs. Telfair, with whom he had formerly resided 
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at B^elQiS^bij?^, a;^d >yl)p |^^vq cpnst^^^tljf eyinc^ ^ Hvely 
interest in the success qf th? ^i^ty'^ eflfbfts, p^^iquliyrly jfi 
y^l^tion tq t}|^ }^^aiv4 pf M^^sc^T 



. No. 48. 

Extract from the Thirtieth Report qfthe Direc- 
tqrs to tf^e General Meeting of the Mi^siqn^r^ 

A highly respectable individual ^ resident at Port-Louis, 
who has for several years taken a lively interest in the Mau- 
ritius and Madagascar Missions, and rendered them valuable 
services, has favoured the Directors with the account of the 
Mission at Port-Louis, in a letter recently received. 



No. 44. 

JEmtrfiotfrom an q^dai Meport of the Rev. R, E. 
Jones, Chief Military Chaplain of Mauritius, 
and second Civil Chaplain of P(^t-I^uis, a^- 

%0^ ^. tU 4r^hifishm ^ Cmtfff^'Vn/ »^^ 

is 9r|rai)g(p|i pn ^ f^%;^t syst^. Thet!& abowt qixtjfbpjis 
an<^ girls ap^ t^HSl^t to re^, lyri^e, ^n<J c^st ^ceiu^ts ; ^4 
die^e th^ E^JigipUfii iffgtr«ctipi^ qf s^ll the ^S^yq^ ni§^t§ Vfitfe 
due attention. 

. ■ f Charles Telfair, Esq. 
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Mr. Telfair is ^ leai^ned and wis^ maO) be ba3 a capacioui^ 
nmdy api} extensive vie^^rs '^ yet, I presume to, differ fro^ 
him in opinion, as to the premati^rity ^f teaqbiog cluldren 
the U3j9 of letlb^rsi. though he assures me tbat hk plan has 
been utt^ndecl vith adywtageoqs. r^sults^ B^ s^ys, tha^ 
drvink^nness ha^ disappeared, tha,t crimest bay« he^om^ moee 
rq^e^ tha^: £(wn»erly, and tbait des^tion b^s^ oe^^ed; at Be- 
lowbfe ;. and h^ b^lieyes that those i^elioiraliQiiai h^ve Wa 
caused by th^ ehjddreot reading to,, imd tea^biqg ibevr 
parents ; but I attribute them to his kind treatment, and 
the attention paid to their religious instruction. The same 
plan is adopted at Captain Dick^s estate, and at other 
places. 

Each morning, before work is begun, all the Slaves being 
assembled, they jpin^ ia prayer and sing hywns. Thfl! 
labours of the day beii^ over, th^y wash, si^d clean, them- 
selves, and repeat the same devotional exercises. Their 
comforts and th^r happiness are i^ every way consulted ; 
afiid x^o^e but the evil disposed become d^aulters^ But 
Belombi^Q posaesses ^ peculiar and a very great advantage ; 
as it is separated &om every other plantation^, it may be 
said to be isolated ; consetyiently, the re3ideQt or attached 
Bl^ks have no communicatioa with otbej? Blacks; bad 
a^^PQiA^on^ bad example, bad advice, and Ruction are 
avoids. I (confess, that in the instance, npw before U3, I 
tbiiPik fe^er oI^eQtipiis. exist agaiinst teaching of letters than 
might b^ Ipok^ foq: elsewhere,, esp^ci^y as the Blacks, 
at BelQQibre form, a^ KtU^ ^ety of themselves, and are 
shut out, a(^ it weije, from thft wipked awd pi;ofai^e; which 
peculiar ciiK^jMrnstanoes, h^ve greatl}^ £^iUtated the, rapid 
progress of knowledge among them. 

I doubt not that Mtf. TeljQai^ will make, ail artisans of 
dilfifereipit descriptiji^s, who are. distinguished for their 
a^taABxaents ; buii eyej% qih thi^ point our views di;fFer^ aiid 
very widely.' I consider that tbe prosperity o£ this settle- 
ment d^N^adaupon. agricultpre, a^d I think that the Slaves 
should exclusively cultivate U^e growd, while the fr^ee 
people of colour should be the.arti^ans. By* this plan the 
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means of labour would be augmented, and employment 
would be given to a numerous class of individuals, whose ^ 
welfare should be consulted. 

Mr. Telfair is a considerable proprietor in this island. 
At one, of his estates, Belombre, on the other side of the 
island, to which belong several hundred Blacks ^ he has an 
excellent school for their instruction ; and on his plantation 
at Pi ton, where the number, of Slaves may be upwards of two 
hundred, the school-master for the chapel instructs them. 



No. 45. 

Extract of a Letter from the Missionary Society 
to Mr. Teliair, dated July 30, 1824. 

The very kind and friendly attention which you have 
paid to Mr. Jones during his long indisposition, of which 
he makes the most grateful mention, the interest you have 
taken in promoting education around you, and the bene- 
volent assistance you have given to the commencement of a 
Mission in Mfulagascar, have given you a very large share 
in the esteem of this society. To you, Sir, we feel that we 
owe more than we can repay, or even express, but we trust, 
that even now,^ you enjoy the inward reward that always 
crowns virtuous and useful actions, and that you will here- 
after possess a still higher degree of delight in witnessing 
the prosperity and success of the Madagascar Mission, which 
strikes the Society, Sir, as it does you, as ** an object of 
immense importance.*** 

We are delighted. Sir, to hear of the prosperity of the 
schools under your patronage; it exceeds every thing that 
could be expected, under existing circumstances, and affords 
you abundant encouragement to proceed in the good and 
great work. If possible, some books (in French), such as . 
you want, shall be sent by the present conveyances, if not, 
as soon afterwards as possible. - : . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



169 

Most sincerely thanking you, Dear Sir, for your friendly, 
able, and long-continued support given tq our Missionaries, 
and their cause, and most ardently praying for ybur healthy 
prosperity, and success in every benevolent pursuit. 

We are, &c. 



No. 46. 

# 

Extract of a Letter from the Missionary Society 
to Mr. Telfair, dated September 26, 1821. 

We avail ourselves of the opportunity to thank you for 
your kind countenance and aid to the Mission at Fort-Louis, 
under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Le Brun, as well as that 
in Madagascar under Messrs. Jones, 6ri£liths, and Jeffreys, 
and to assure you that we entertain a grateful sense of the 
services and attentions which both yourself and Mrs. Telfair 
have, from time to time, rendered to the Society^s Mis-^ 
sionaries. 

We have great pleasure in hearing of the prosperity which 
continues to attend your laudable efforts to impart religious 
instructions, as well as the advantages of common learning, 
to the people on your, estate at Belombre, and we sincerely 
hope that, in future, success will still continue to crown 
those and all your other efforts for the benefit of your fellow- 
creatures, whether among the heathen or others. 

With our cordial wishes and sincere prayers for the health 
and happiness of yourself and Mrs. Telfair, and that to the 
blessings of this life may be added the higher and better, 
blessings of futurity. ^ 
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No. 47. 

Certificate^ of Mr. Warwick, Jbrmeffly CiM Engi- 
neer at Belomhref to Mr. Telfair. 

PorULouiSj Mauritius^ Sept % 1829. 

I hereby certify, that I resided on the estate of Belombre, 
during the years 1821 and 1822, and was in habits of con- 
stant intercourse with its proprietors and managers:-— 

That from the nature of my profession, as a Civil Engineer, 
a large proportion of the Blacks of Beloi^re were under 
^ly ipiviecli^te ord^vs, i^d that X h^d th^ best po9«ible 
oppoi*tunities of knowing the ^v^nts of every pas^pg day, 
respecting the whole of the Negroes:— 

That tbe instances of cruelty enumen^ted as having oc- 
curred at Belombre^ during t,h,e years 1821 and ^822, the 
instruments of cruelty mentioned^ and the details relative to 
the h.ousing, bedd^ig, clothing, over- working, hatf-st^rving, 
and general punishment of the Blacks, all so ingeniously 
published for the information of the wprld, in the 44jth 
Number of the Anti^Slavery^ Monthly Reporter^ are a tissue 
of falsehoods : — 

That the general comfort of the people, and the moral 
and rel^ous instruction of alt classes, were chief obj;ects 
with the proprietors, who issu^ the most positive rul^s of 
guidance to every subordinate agent on these points : — 

That schooh were expressly established at Belombre^ upon 
the Lancasterian system^^ for the edticatron of the Blacks, 
which were daily attended', on an average, by sixty indivi- 
duals, who were likewise taught morality and religibn :-— 

That, owing ta the excellent regulations, established and 
enfbrced at Betpinbre, punbhments were vepy rare; and, when 
absolutely necessary, to my knowledge, were nqyer inflicted 
with cruelty, nor even with severity : — 

That the Houses of the Blacks at Belombre were excellent 
for peasants : — 

That the bedding, which in this, as in all hot climates, 
con^sts merely of a mat, pillow, and blanket, were good 
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^ ^lieif H«V?, |in4 it^gul^rlji go$sess^ Uy the Negroes at 
Belombre:-*- 

TPIi^t the qlpi^h^ig; pf tb^ Bla^k^ a]t JBi^ocfli^jgpe ii^as (comfort- 
able, ^nd, mmi A« higher c^s^ief, qf ^. superior q^ajity, 
^4 well a^pte^ tP ^l^e. <?li«iate lyrr 

1^\^J^ \he food 9f the ^laeks at BeV>9i4>?^ ^9^ wholeapw^ 
«^d itqui^sbuig in qi\*l^y, and s.M%i^ut aad ^yeiv n^wAnidwt 

Tl^t, ^a, eoi^lu^,^ th^, N^gro popwl^tion ^t Belpiiahre 
eiyoy^ f d^^ of comfoi^ and happp^* lipljuich I hav^ 
fb^ver aii\y y^h^re ^i^es^ e3;peeded in tl^ aa^e rank of life ; 
because they were exempted from those wants, cares^ ^lyil 
ani^iet]^^ wbici;! generally a^nd un^yoidal^ly fa^l ^>, the }ql of 
the l^hpujcipg c^i^ses ^n, civilized nations. 

(Signed). JAMES WARWIQ5.. 



Extmct of a Letiep J¥om Colonel Draper, Col- 
lector ofCusUm^^ to Mr. Telfair, dated Ghamp 
de MarSy BorUt^VflSy Septerfiher 1, 18519. 

H^^i?gj ^ vefS h"^ 4fy« agOj peifused, a. puhfecfiti^n, 
C§1>4 the Antir^M^er^ ^ont% ^^m^^^x % th^ ¥ionth 
of' J%n^a.i?y :i^i No, 44i^ ip w^u^h appja^ str<)^.^Gi4 y^p? 
tePt an^aiif^yersifias qjft t^e st^^e of Sl^v^^- in, tjiis ssljan^ 
%n^ P^fticu^dy a.t youj^ esj!;^te a^t Bdon^^^^jJ^ 4i|0ul4 no( 
only be wanting aa ^ fT]^!^^. ^f^P ^ W !¥>?^»t ui^n, if J ^(J 
^H9t ipcimi^liply give tham, my unq]ua^\60[^ ooptYWiiGtip^^. . 

Th§ ^^fHlg-, .in. t^^ 4nti'^^er3f^ MRnihf^ J^ffi^^r^ mk^^ 
^p^i^c ch^F£^s of cin^ty <|gf^^st t^^e ^el^bre es^aJt^isb- 
mept, ficcfoi t^e tes^timiQni^, asi hfi saya, qt eg[^^witn^aQes.. (^ 
i§ flo^ dyScult to tr^^ th^ Wg?rPje8i of ^ ma^Bgiwi^ ^Ctii[yity» 
nor to Qsfl pp the informers, p^picipu$ en^i»ivs ^ f(U 
gop4 m^. S^uffice it^, in thia le^er,, hqw^tyer^ t^i say, i^% 
the lower class ctf infofi^iess C9nai5ts of drunkea s^ dfi^ 
carded cohvipt overseers, one of w^om, by name J^endri^ck;! 
deposed in England that he witnessed an importation q( 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l72 

Slaves at Belombre on the very day when he was in prison 
at Fort-Louis, as a genda/rme^ for bad conduct. 

From a residence of upwards of fifteen years in the colony, 
during a great part of which period, as ^ Civil E ngineer and 
^_ Survejor-General, it was my duty to make frequent inspec- 
tions of t^ieroads in the different districts of the island^ I 
have often visited the estate of Belombre, and seen the cot- 
tages of the Blacks, the hospital, the school-room, and the 
pavilion, set apart for religious instruction; they all conveyed 
to my mind every appearance of comfort, and of no ordinary 
regularity ; indeed, they bespoke « kind master and a good, 
christian. 

Although I may date our acquaintance from the memo- 
rable expedition to Egypt, in 1801, it is more tq the purpose 
to pass directly to this country, in which you are held up 
in execration, by a writer at a distance of 1^,000 miles, as a 
cruel and bloody tyrant, and whose estabUshment at Belom- 
bre presents a scene of human slaughter or chamel house. 
. A long, uninterrupted, I will add, too, a most disinterested 
friendship with, you, gives me the right to affirm that these 
assertions in the Anii-Slavery Monthly Reporter are gross 
violations of truth ; indeed, were I called upon to delineate 
a character whose clemency would bear the strictest ordeal, 
the ti'ue likeness would be found in the proprietor of Be^* 
lombre^ whom I could present even to the members of the 
Anti-Slavery Institution, and particularly to the speaki^rs at 
its anniversary inl828j^as a philanthropist in whom nature 
had implanted the best affections of the heart. 

I have much pleasure in bearing this simple testimony, in 
refutation of the poisonous and indammatx>ry slander con- 
' veyed in the AntuSlavery Monthly Reporter^ whose inform- 
ation, being derived from piblluted sources, is totally un- 
worthy of credit. Allow me to add, I shall ever be at my 
post in Upholding private honour and public worth, in vin- 
dicating the injured against felonious robbers of reputation, 
whether supported by charitable or uncharitable societies, 
and in discharging the offices of a friend of the " valued 
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No. 49. > 

Copy of a Letter to Mr. Telfair, from Captain 
Mackay, qf His Majesty's S2nd Regiment^ 
dated 'Port-Louis, October 4, 1829. 

My Dear Sir, — As I am told that you are preparing a 
refutation of the libellous slanders against you in the 44th 
No, of the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, and as my 
testimony may be of some importance, as an eye-witness, at 
Belombre, of what was passing during a part of the period 
in which the ill treatment and cruelties are said to have been 
practised, I beg to offer you an account of what I observed, 
that you may use as evidence in favour of the truth. 

Being newly arrived in the colony, in 1819, at the time of 
my taking command of the military post of Jacote, adjoining 
Belombre, I felt raiich curiosity in witnessing a mode of life 
so novel, and it was a great amusement for me to examine 
all I saw. I went over, every part of the establishment of 
Belombre, its hospital, school, mills, sugar-houses, gardens, 
and forests, and saw what was the treatment of the Slaves 
in all thar employments. This was no cursory view ; I 
walked alone among the people at all times ; saw diem at 
their meals, at their work, at their dances, at thdr devotions, 
and in their houses. These were not preconcerted visits ; it 
was the ordinary exercise of five days out of the week, 
during my stay in the military command of the district I 
have never seen more hilarity and abundance in the same 
number of the labouring class at home ; they are well fed, 
clothed, and sensible of their happiness ; their children were 
kept clean and neat in dress, and daily schooled, for two or 
three hours, in reading, writiAg, and arithmetic ; and, on 
my return to head quarters, I myself sent a large board with 
the elementary part of school lessons painted on* it, as a 
present to the school, so much was I pleased with the 
aptitude and diligence of the scholars. If there was any 
punishment^ of the Blacks it must I think have been rare, 
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for I never saw it, nor heard the sound of the whip in 
correction. 

Had such atrocities existed as are detailed by the Anii^ 
Slavery Reporter, I think they could not have been cton- 
tealed from me, nor from the military stationed on B^klinbre ; 
and certainly no honest man ^ould have witnessed sUch 
monstrous crimes without denouncing them on the spot ; and 
I Would hav6 felt it imperioiisly my cluty to have rejkjrted 
sUch thurderoiis litteinf^. Theire e^ii be tto better prbdf 
that they did hot ekisk, nbr did I ever hi^r of kheni until 
some Weeks ago, on the aittvdl bf the Anii-Stavdr^ RipdHer, 
1 have heard the Slaves df other testates speak of the enVU 
able lot of youts ; aiid it has been obsCTVted to to^ by sobie 
Planters, that the tyst^in of ditidi&shed labbtir, ek^i^i^v^ 
feeding, ciothing, be. ybii priuitislsd at Eiel6thbi^ Wdtild ik>t 
tehd to entidh ybU. As fbr the dfccUJpation 6f Siitidarj'^ it 
was dedicated to de^otiota in yotii- family^ WhleH I oftfen Itsad 
a sermon aftei* you had reid the |>wly0rii df thie Ohuttfe-, stir^ 
rounded by all your overseers, tervahts, Und hoiise StavW 
who understood Ettgliih ; and the whole tS thte estialfe tiid 
orders to attend at the sdiool-hbuse t^ver^ eVettifig, to join IW 
prayers, &c. 

Sdch is the statement tb&t I can with truth iho^ soleiiitily 
give, as a cohtradictioto ]fi the arionymoiis witiieilseS ^hdhi 
the A^tuSbtirp Reporter mentions, knd Ho dbUbt theki 
persons Will be' folihd ak little entitled to idh&dit ^§ thbs^ 
ali^eady bi^ought fbiivdrd before the Befect Gofemitte^ df the 
llouse of Cbrtmrdns', Whb§e perjuries #c^ i-efedered eVldeHt 
by the ojtths df thbise ttieh of tn^ oWn regttiieht ikhiM &f^f 
appeAted 16 fbi* (corrdboratidn. 



Noi 50. 

beciaration of Mr, Forstee. 

I, William Forster, Manager of the S'eau ^fdnguief 
Estate, declare— 
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That I went to Heside at Bdombtie the latter end bf 
October 1821, tod continued there until January 18SB, a 
period of six years attd three months, during die latter three 
years htid a half ^f which time I had the chief maiiagetnent 
of the Estate. 

That, during all the time t was on the said J)roperty, 
the tftetmeht of the Slaves was very hmnatie, and every 
attention was paid to their comfort Their food was wholes 
tome and boUrisAiing, consisting c^ ric^ and maize, taixed with 
salt beef, or salt fish, and Vegetables, besides an abui^ance 
of fresh fish, with which the sea surrounding a codsiderable 
part of the estate was largely supplied. 

That the people were well clothed, and each individual 
had an annual supply of blanketis. Their cottages were pa- 
Ksaded and thatched, ahd each was divided into two tooths, 
6ne of which containeii Iheir beds. Thes^ cottdges were 
dry and comfortable ; one and sometimes two old kneh w-er^ 
constantly employed in kiepainng and thatching them, and it 
was the sole occupation of a painter, called David, to ^vhite^- 
wash them. 

That the bell which called the Blacks to theii* w6tk in 
the morning was rung at gun-fire ; they had an faoui' fok^ 
breakfast ^hd two hours for dinner^ and they left off i^ork 
befere gun-fire itk the ^vekiing :*^ 

That, dialing my residence at Belombi^, there was hot a 
sihgle instahce of making sugar in the night :*^ 

That it was an invariable rule^ ahd strictly adhei'ed to^ 
never to fldg the female slaves. The only puhishmeht they 
were subjected to was the block, or solitary 6onfihi6thent :^^ 

That, with regard to the Blacks, or male Skves, besides 
the block, the api^idttipn of the lit^hip or rattan was t^sorted 
to in serious dfifehces, and the nuthbier of lashes Varied Stbm 
six to twehty-fivci Few ihtitaiices dceUr^ 5f puhishlheht 
exceeding the latter nuhiber, and it hevet was the ^ctiide 
to inflict punishmeiit oh Sunday ; that li^e^uice^ 6t kk\% 
and pepper were never Used ih puhi^hhleflt, ttor tdt the 
alleged purpose of preventing sores, oi^casion^d by tbe Ivhipy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



17(5 

from festering ; no application of that kind could be needed, 
as it seldom happened that the skin was even raised : — 

That, for several years before my arrival, the Belombre 
Slaves had been in the habit of receiving moral and religious 
instruction; all the children were regularly baptized, and 
young and old assembled every evening to say their 
prayers and to sing hymns, previously to retiring to their 
cottages : — 

That there was a school on the estate to teach the children 
to read and write; Jt was set on foot before I went to 
Belombre, and continued without any interruption till the 
time of my quitting the estate ; the number of children who 
attended varied from fifty to ^ixty :— 

That it has been stated by the Editor of the Anti- 
Slavery Monthly Reporter^ that the decrease of Blacks on 
the Belombre estate, for the year 1819, according to the 
re-censement of that year, was 52 persons, or 13^ per cent, 
per annum on the population ; and that the decrease for 
1825 was 39, or 10| per cent, per annum. Now, assuming 
the correctness of this statement as far as regards the 
diminution, it is to be observed that both those returns 
were triennial^ comprising the deaths that had' occurred 
in the three years antecedent to their respective dates. 
Instead, therefore, of a decrease of 13^ per cent, for 
the year 1819, as affirmed by the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
the diminution is reduced to a third of that per centage, or 
an. average of 4^ per cent, per annum, for the three years 
ending in 1819. Again, instead of S9 Blacks, or 10^ per 
cent, being the decrease in the Belombre population for the 
year 1826, it is the decrease that took place in three years, 
viz. from 1822 to 1825, qt about 3^ per cent, per annum. 
The. circumstance, of the cholera morbus having, ravaged the 
colony,, during the period included in the re-censement of 
1819, accounts for the mortality of that return being one per 
cent, greatei: than in the return of 1825 : — 

That, from a residence of more than eight years in this 
colony, I am enabled to state that I do not know a man, 
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in it who has been sp uniformly kind to his Staves as 
Mr. Telfair, and I cannot imagine any one less deserving of 
the scandalous and libellous imputations which have been 
brought forward against him in the Anti-Slavery Monthly 
Reporter, Few people have had better opportunities than 
myself of judging of this fact, as I was upwiards of six years 
on the estate where so many cruelties are said to have been 
committed. Mr. Telfair always expressed to me, as well 
as to others on the estate, the strongest desire to melio- 
rate the condition of his Slaves, and recommended, as well 
as put into practice, different plans for that purpose. Be- 
sides increasing their bodily comforts in regard to food, 
clothing, &c., he turned his. attention more particularly to 
their moral and religious education. The school established 
on the estate was superintended by a free man, where all 
the children^ from three to twelve and thirteen years of age; 
were taught to read,, write, and say their catechism, as well 
as to repeat the measiu*es of time, the multiplication tabled 
the tables of weights and measures, &c., &c. Two hours 
every day were spent in this manner in the school. The 
whole of the Blacks were brought together every evening, 
when their work was finished, to join in prayers and sing 
two or three hymns, and this has been the constant practice, 
as well at Belombre as on Mr. Telfair^s other estates* Hav* 
ing been so long an eye-witness to Mr. Telfair^s plans for 
rendering his Slaves comfortable and happy, I think it only 
justice to his charaicter thus to come forward and endeavour, 
as far as my testimony will go, to refute the base and ma- 
ligjfiant calumnies that have been heaped upon him by the 
Editor of the AnH-jSlavery Monthly Reporter. 

(Signed) W. FORSTER. ; 

Beau Mangukr^ Mapon, October 23, 18S9. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



178 



No. 51. 



Copy of a Letter addressed to Mr. Telfair hy 
Colonel Staveley, Deputy Quarter-'Master 
General, dated Bon Air, Maurititts, October 16, 
1829. 

In returning you No. 44 of the AntUSlavery Monthly 
Reporter, I take the opportunity of informing you that I 
have some personal knowledge of two of the individuals on 
whose evidence these calumnies are stud to have been pul>- 
lished. The first is a man of the name of Higginson, whom 
I discharged from the Department of Roads for gross mis- 
conduct as an overseer. He then represented to me the 
liardship of being obliged to quit the c&lony, and leave his 
wife and six children, and I felt inclined to recommend his 
bang pardoned. On further inquiry, it appeared that he 
had neither wife nor child here, but was living in a state of 
concubinage with the mother of the children he had told me 
were his own,* and that he had been in the habit of employing 
the convicts, placed under his charge for the public service, 
in the cultivation of this woman^s habitation. He was 
accordingly dismissed. 

The other man is named Kendrick. I met him at Grand 
River in a state of nakedness, filth, and starvi^tion; he 
represented that he was a pensioner, but had lost his dis- 
charge and could not draw his pension ; and that he had 
formerly been im overseer in the Convict Department. I 
found his character in that department to be bad ; that he 
had been more th^n once discharged, and was finally dis- 
missed for drunkenness. This man had subsequently en- 
tered and been dismissed from the gemdarmerie, and, if he 
had not been a most worthless vagabond, he could not have 
been wandering about the island in the state I found him. 
On my representation his pension^rwas paid to him, and he 
was sent to England. 
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We all know the disposition to" invention and exaggera- 
tion of vulgar men who have travelled, and can thus account 
for the stories which have been circulated by such characters 
as the above; and, when it became known amongst the 
numerous discharged soldiers who had served in Mauridua, 
that the most infamous fabrications would be credited and 
eno6uraged, it is not surprising, Uiat, among thar random 
shots, some should fall on the proprietor of Belombre, 
although to those who have the pleasure of your acquaintance 
you are known and distinguished as' a man of benevolence 
and philanthropy, and devoted to the cultivation of science; 

I have frequently visited Belombre, and have never seen 
the least symptom of ill treatment of any living being; 
but, on the contrary, have remarked the extreme attention 
paid to the comfort, education, and reli^ous instruction of 
the Blacks. I sincerely hope you will lose no time in 
refuting the infamous calumnies that have been circulated."^ 



No. 5& 

ExtrMts of a Letter to Mr. Telfair, Jrom the 
Rev. A. Denn Y> First Civil Chajdain^ Mauritius, 
accompanied hy some documents^ dated Port- 
Louis, October 28, 1829. 

Havii^ reiad; in Nos. 42 and 44 of the AntuSlavery 
Monthly Reporter, the severe attacks made against you, as 
a Proprietor of Slaves, and understanding you are about to 
publish a refutation of these r^terated calumnies, I beg leave 
to enclose you extracts from public documents, addressed by 
me to His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry, the Eccle- 
inastical Board, the Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, and the Protector of Slaves. 
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The necessity imposed upon me, of making these official 
communications, compelled me to acquaint myself with the 
means affi^rded for*the moral impcovement of your Slaves. 
Ifthe barbarities stated by the Anti-Slavery Reporter to 
have been perpetrated could co-exist with the creditable 
efforts used for the moral welfare of your Slaves,- land that 
these efforts were used at the time specified by the editcw 
there is evidence to prove, it^must be looked upon as one of 
the most unaccountable anomalies of conduct of which I have 
ever heard. As the subjoined documents were not got up for 
the occasion, but merely called for in the course of official 
duty, and written before I could have any knowledge of the 
existence of such charges being preferred agiunst you, in that 
circumstance alone, perhaps rests their principal value. 



Extracljrom a Communication^ addressed to His Majeshfs 
Commissioners of Inquiry ^ Mauritius^ in reply to a Query ^ 
dated December 16, 1828. 

The extent of means afforded for the religious instruc- 
tion of the several classes of the inhabitants in the different 
quarters of the island? —On the estates of Charles Tel- 
fair, Esq., schools are established for the education of his 
Slaves, where the children receive elementary instruction, so 
as to enable them to read the Scriptures and write, and are 
instructed, by the masters, in the principles of the Protestant 
faith. The children on the two estates, about eighty in 
number, are in school about two hours each day, and on the 
Sabbath have prayers read to them by the masters, iJie 
whole of the adult Slaves on the estates, amounting to some 
hundreds, attending ! ^ 
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Ewiractjrom Communications addressed to the Rev. A. 
Hamilton, Secretary to the Ecclesiastical Boards and 
the Rev. A. M. Campbell, Secretary to the Society Jbr 
promoting Christian Knowledge j dated Feb. 1, 1829. 

On the estates of Charles Telfair, Esq., schools are 
established for the education of his Slaves, yrho are taught 
to read and write, and the adults orally instructed in the 
principles of the Protestant faith by the masters. One of 
those schools was established in 1816, and consists, at pre- 
sent, of about sixty childi^n. They leave school when they 
can read thdr bible, and write ; some are taught arithmetic. 
The school on the other estate is neither so long established, 
nor so numerous, and it is much to be regretted that the 
distance is too great to permit them to be brought together 
for public worship; and the distance from Port*Louis pre- 
cludes them from the benefits of clerical administration, 
except for baptism ; as it is, part of the liturgy" is read 
every Sabbath. 



Extract of a Letter addressed to R. M. Thomas, Esq., 
Protector of Slaves^ in reply to a Queryy dated June 19, 
18S9. 

It would be desirable to : be informed, whether any 
means have been adopted by Slave-owners for the instruc- 
tion of their Slaves in the principles and observance of the 
Christian reli^on ? 

After some details of the same nature as the above, Mr. 
Denay remarks, *^ As it is, every thmg possible is done for 
their moral improvement and personal comfort, and it doubly 
enhances the nature of the instruction afibrded, as Mr. Tel- 
fair is the only individual in the colony, lay or clerical, who 
. permits elementary instruction to be imparted to his ^laves."^ 
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Ne. 53. 

Extracts of a Letter to Mr. TELFAiR,/rbi» Colonel 
Cunningham, Commander of the Royal Engu 
neers^ dated Port-Louis, Mauritius, Oct. 36, 1829. 

I can, from personal observation, state that the huts for 
the Negroes were in as good condition, as comfortable, and 
as large as any I have seen in the island, and parlji^larly 
noticed the Hospital and School-house, both pf wbiph ap- 
peared to me well calculated for their /purposes. 

I have now been in this Colony abpve four years^ and I 
can with truth affirm, that I never heard the slighte3t hint of 
there ever having been any severe punishments iqAicted on 
the Slaves belon^ng to the estate of Belombre ; and I am 
well satisfied, from what I know of you myself, and from all 
I have heard of you, that you would never have sanctioned, 
or allowed, such punishments to be inflicted on your Slaves 
as are stated in one of the numbers of the Anti-Slavery 
Monthly Reporter. 



No. 63.* 

Extracts of a Letter to Mr. TEtFAiK,^(w» Quarter- 
Master Kyle, ^^nd Regiment, dated Port-Louis, 
September 27, 1826. 

I have perused different numbers of the Anli-^lavery 
Monthly Reporter, and I assure you I read the 44th Number 
with no smidl degree of astonishment, particularly that part 
of it relative to the treatment of the Slaves on the Belombre 
estate. In the years 1820 and 1821, when you and Mrs. 
Telfgdr resided on rfiat estate, I knew that both wece 
humane, kind, and indulgent, to your Slaves in general. 
A striking proof of the justice of this statement, is the 
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expense you were at in paying for the instructions of four of 
3M)ur bousebold and two of your field Slaves, who were 
under my care, when I was music-master of the 82nd 're« 
giihent. They learned music, reading, and writing, for 
upwards of three years, during which time I had many; 
opportunities of hearing them, in their private conversations, 
hold forth in praise of the kindness of their master and 
mistress, not only to themselves, but also to the Slaves in 
general. These boys came from Belombre to me at Mahe-/ 
boUrg; and they were well clothed, looked to hs^ve been 
well fed, arid their general conduct, while under my charge, 
convinced me that the principles of morality and religion 
had been early instilled into_their minds. In the yelar 1820, 
I visited Belombre with the little band of music, and re^ 
mained some days, during which time I visited that esta^ 
blishment late and early, and often admired the r^ularity 
with which every thing was conducted.' I will now give 
you a detailed account of the condition of the Slaves at that * 
period. 

1. The Blacks^ Huts. — I particularly remarked the$e, 
for their cleanliness and uniformity ; they formed streets ) 
one building was occupied as an Hospital, and another as a 
school-house. 

S. Clothing. — I have no recoilection of having seen any 
Slave, male or female, but what was decently clothed ; those 
of the household were particularly well dothed. 

3. Beds.-t-I cannot say that the Slaves in generiEtl had 
beds ; but I firmly believe that each had a mat, a blanket, 
ch: a cumley ; each of the boys who came to me brought these 
articles with him, and some also had pillows. 

4. Food. — I cannot be positive as to the kind of the gene* 
ral food of the Blacks ; but whatever it was, their appear- 
ance bespoke that it was not scantily issued out to them. I 
have ohea heard it remarked, that you fed your Slaves on 
rice when it was at an enormous price, almost double what 
it costs at this moment. 

5. Laboue.-^ While at Belombre I generally rose at dawn 
of dfty, aiKd have seen (he Slaves go out to die field at day- 
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nght, and return, to breakfast, after which they went back to 
work, aiid remained until about mid-day. llbey went ag^n 
to the field at two oVlock, andrreinained until a little after 
sunset ; as to the bell being* rung at three o'clock in the 
morning, I never heard it. It was generally rung a quarter 
of an hour before day-light. 

. 6. Punishments^— ^I have no recollection of any punish- 
ment having been inflicted while I was at Belombre, and ]ret 
one of the days was a Sunday. 

8. MpRALiTY AND REiiGioN — Were strictly attended. low 
>When the six boys were sent to me, you particuktrly called 
my attention to both ; no stronger proof of your ardour on 
this head can be held forth, than the well regulated school 
which was on the estate. I visited it every day while I was 
at Belombre ; the neatness and attention of the children 
excited my admiration. I have no doubt but that divine ser- 
vice was performed, if not to the whole, at least to the greater 
part of the Blacks ' every Sunday. On the Sunday I spent 
there,, the late Captain Field read the morning service, and 
r acted as clerk. In sin^ng' the psalms I was joined, by 
inany present, and was accompanied by the Slave band of 
mtisic. The Slaves were clean and decently clothed, and 
during the service they were very attentive. . 

Believe me that it is delightful to have such an opportu- 
nity of giving my humble and faithful testimonial to an indi- 
vidual whom I consider to be deeply injured, and whose 
general good character is so firmly rooted in this colony. 



No. 54 

Extracts from a Letter Jo Mr. Telfair from Mr. 
Le Becn, Missionary^ dated Port-LouiSy Octo- 
ber 15, l^m^ 

It does not enter into tlie mind of a Christian, and more 
particularly into that of a minister of the Gospel, to flatter 
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anyone, or, what is worse, to speak untrutH; &i^d nq inter- 
ested motives, could induce me to testify, to any thing of 
which I had not a competent knowledge. . Though I do not 
altogether approve of the mode hitherto adopted in the 
colony for the diffusion of Christian knowledge amongst the 
Slave populaUon, still I must say that many useful regula- 
tions have been adopted by several Planters since my arrival 
in this colony (in May 1814), for the melioration of'th^t 
class of the population, which, if not yet general, is daily in 
progress. 
: What leads me to write to you on this subject, is ati awful 
accusation Inrought against you and your mode of treatment 
of your Slaves, at Belombre, in No. 44 of the AntuSlavery 
RcpoHer^ which, if I can judge by your other estates where. 
I have been, is, I sincerely declare, unfounded ; for, without 
exaggevation, there is not one to my . knowledge who has 
hitherto adopted such extensive plans, or gone to the expenses 
you haive, to improve their situation, to encourage voluntary 
industry, and to excite religious feeling among them. You 
are the first in this colony who attempted, and with success, 
to establish a school, not only for the moral, and reli^ous 
instruction of your Slaves, but to teach reading, writing, and 
other accomplishments ; of which school Mr. Jones, senior 
Misaonary of Madagascar, had the superintendence for a 
long time. This school was the source of many serious 
reflections by other Planters ; many of them would not allow 
their Slaves to go to your plantation, fearing their minds 
would be poisoned by associating with yours, because, said 
they, you spoiled yofirs^ and made them unfit for their situ- 
ation in life, which was to till the ground and not to sit in 
the school-room — and all this on account of your fatherly 
and humane disposition and treatment towards those whom 
divine Providence had put' under your kind protection ; and 
' 1 have heard Planters say that they should be very sorry to 
have any of your Slaves working with their own, and that 
what you were doing for th^ instruction, far from doing 
them good, would only tend, ultimately, to ruin: and unfit 
them for their work. Now, does this bear the inark of 
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cruelty ? Is it a proof that they were ill treated ? To me 
it seems to speak highly in your favour. It is true I had 
never the pleasure of seeing your estate at Belombre in the 
time you occupied it, but if I can judge by what I saw in 
my tour in the year 1828, when in company with my much 
lamented friend the late Rev. Dr. Tyerraan, there is enough, 
I think, to lead one to believe that they were well taken e2u*e 
of. The little villa we saw bore more resemblance to a 
country village in England than huts for Slaves. I admired 
it, and said to my late friend, how many country peasants iii 
Europe would feel happy if they had such comfortable dwel- 
lings to put their families in, and every family with a biUej 
and some among them capable of reading it to them. It is 
raised on a little eminence, with a cooling stream, which plays 
gently alongside of the dwellings. When compared with 
others I had seien on other plantations, I could scarcely 
believe those were dwellings for Slaves. At a little distmoce m 
an extensive vegetable garden, and on asking for what use 
it was, a gentleman present said it was for the use c^ the 
Slaves. Mr. Tyerman made many notes of your meliorations 
on the system of teaching the Slaves,^ with which he was dcr 
fighted, and you might appeal to them for an unquestaonaUe 
testimony in favour of the truth. 



No. S5. 

Extract of a Letter from Captain Mackay to Mr. 
TfiLi AIR, dated Port-Louis^ Mauritius^ Septenh 
ierig, 1829. 

A soldier, under seven years' service, receives 2A per 
day ; above seven, ^. ; and over fourteen, 4d. : this begets 
dcMy^ provided that his^i^, or necessaries are comjdete, aiid 
he is not indebted to his Captain. Only the old and caxefiid 
soldier can keep out of debt with this pittance. There must 
be lOd laid out each day for his food and washing. ^ 
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No. 56. 



Extract from a Declaration of M. Boutin, 
* formerly employed at Belombre, by Mr. Tel- 
fair, dated Port-Louis^ October 20, 1839- 

Je declare que pendant les huit ann^ que j^ai pas$ee$ 
tant ^ Belombre que sur vos etablissemens de Bon-Espoir 
et Beau^Mangtitevj le regime des esclaves a ^te doux et 
paternel. Je n^essayerai. pas de refuter article par article 
les mensonges et absurdites que contient YAfUuSlavery 
Reporter. Un simple apper^u de Tordre qui regaait sur 
ces etablissemensj des travaux imposes aux esclaves, de leur 
nourriture, des soins quails recevaient en maladie, et des 
efforts faits pour Tamelioration de leur condition sera la 
meilleure r^ponse sL des calompies ^videmment produites par 
la baine et la m&hancete. ' 

A Belombre, parUculi^ement charg^ de la distribution 
des vivres et de celle des v^temens, je doniiais les vivres en 
nature, et a raison de deux livres de riz, ou deux livres de 
ma&, par tete d^esclave de tpus ages et castes. II ^tait fait 
toutes les semaines, des distributions de viande salde, sel, et 
tabac; presque tous les soirs il etait donn^ aux noirs un 
verre de rum; deux fois Tan, il ^tait distribue a chaque 
esdave un rechange complet et une couverture; ^ la nais- 
sance de chaque Creole, il etait donn^ k la mere une piece 
de toile Ueue et une piece de toile blanche, pour les langes 
de son enfant ; niais la surabondance de nourriture que rece- 
vaient les esclaves, et la facility quails avaient de Paugmenter 
encore par la pSche sur les bords de mer, ou la chasse 
daijis les forets, les mettait tous a meme d'^elever des ani- 
maux, tds que cochons et volailles, ce qui leur procurait 
un petit pecule. II est m^me k ma connaissance que quel- 
ques-uns des plusoidonn^s avaient en maniement de 100 
a 150 piastres. 

La clodie etait sonnee pour le lev^r, apres le coup de 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



188 

canoD ; les esdaves avaient une detni-heure pour se reuntr 
ou se fesait Tappel, et les divers ateliers partaient chacun 
pour leur ouvrage ; il leur ^tait donn^ une heure pour le 
dejepner, et deux heures pour le diner. lis faisaient leur» 
repas dans le camp, le travail eessait au coucher du soleiL 
Dans la foret, les esclaves etaient assujettis a une tach^ 
determidee ; ils n^avaient point d^heures de repas fixes ; ils 
terminaient ordinaireroent leur tacbe k deux ou k trois beures 
de Tapr^s-midi, et ils Etaient exempts de tous autres travaux 
jusques au lendemain. II leur ^tait l(HfflbIe de travailler 
ensuite pour leur compte, et ils recevaient trois sous par pied 
de bois, pour ce surcroit de travail. tPen ai vu finir leur 
tacbe tellement de bonne beure, quails pouvaient faire de 
60^80 pieds de plus; mais ils n^y Etaient -pas contraints. 
Les uns employaient ainsi le terns qui leur restait, d'^autres 
preferaient aller k ia p^cbe, et enfin d^autres a. la chasse. 
La'seule chose qui leur fut d^endue etait de s^eioigner de 
rbabitation sans permis»on. Apres le travail qui se finissait 
k Tentr^ de la nuit, la clocbe ^t^t sonnee pour assembler 
les esclaves pour la pri^re, qui se fesait toujours en presence 
de M. William Telfair, ou de ses subordonn^s. Les 
dimanches, les esclaves n^taient assujettis qu^au nettoyage 
de la cour et des ateliers ; khuit heures,vtout travail eessait, 
et ils n'^etaient plus reunis que pour la pri^re de midiet celle 
du soir. 

Les punitions les plus rigoureuses etaient la chdne, elle 
n'^etait employee que pour des esclaves insubordonnes, adon^ 
nes au vol et au marronage, et encore apr^s plusieurs r^- 
dives; les fautes l%^res Etaient punies du bloc pendant 
une ou plusieurs nuits, ou de la prison, suivant la gravity 
du cas. Quelquefois, il etait inflig^ des punitions cbrporelles 
telles que celle du fouet, ou du rotin ; mais dies etaient 
tr^s-rares, et toujours au minimum de celles qui etaient 
permises par les lois alors en vigueur. ' 

II existait ^ Belombre un - bdpital dirig^ par un medean 
re^dant sur les lieux (M.- Caffarel), et visite souvent parole 
medecin du poste militaire, qui ^tait h une tr^s-petite dis- 
tance de Ik, Cet hopital, pour la proprete,*pt>ur la purcte 
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de Fair, pour Tordre qui y regnait, faisait radmiratKHf de 
tous les voyageurs* II est certain que les malades y re- 
cevaient tous les soins que leur ^tat exi^eait M. William 
Telfair fesait aussi lui-^meme, tous les matins, la visile de 
Thdpital et s^enquerait du mddecin, qui Taoconipagnait dans 
cette visite, de toutes les choses qui pouvaient etre n^s- 
saires. II y existait une pharmade tr^s-bien compos^e ; 
enfin, sous tous les rapports, les malades ne pouvaient nuUe 
part recevoir des secours ni plus prompts ni mieux ad- 
ministres. Le camp des noirs etait parfiEUtement bien situ^, 
bien adr^, et les cases aussi grandes et aussi solidement 
construites que le oomporte ce genre de construction, toutes 
faites pat* des ouvriers, toutes entourees de petits jardins, de 
pares a cochons, et de poulaillers ; deux canaux creuses et 
magonnes expres,. conduisaient Teau dans toute P^tendue du 
camp. Les esclaves avaient aussi toute la facility possible 
pour elever des animaux. D'*apres le nombre de cases dont 
-se composait le camp, compare sL celui de& esclaves, on pent 
-evaluer qu^il y avait au moins une case pour chaqiie famille 
de deux ou trois persohnes, et necessairement deux et trots 
pour des families plus nombreuses. 

Dans rid^e d'elever. les jeunes Cr^les dans des principes 
religieux et leur donner une instruction qui pourrait plus 
tard apporter quelqu^'amelioration dans leur condition, 
M. Telfair avoit institue une A»le, qui etait tenue sous les 
■auspices de Madame C. Telfur pendant les sejours quVlle 
fesait k Belombre, et ceux de Madame William Telfair qui 
y residait hdbituellement ; cette ^cole ^tait dirigee par un 
maitre payd k cet effet ; cinquante sL soixante jeunes Cr^les 
des deux sexes, tous proprement vetus, s'y montraient r^ci- 
proquement Tart, de la lecture et: de Pdcriture, suivant la 
methode de Lancaster. lis etaient instruits ^galement dans 
la religion. Chretienne ; leur emulation ^tait stimul6e par 
des recompenses, et souvent il leur etait donn^ de peitites 
fetes, pour les enoourager dans leurs Etudes; 

Voila, ce que je declare avoir toujours existe k Belorobre 
pendant le long sejour que j^y ai fait, et je tie crois pas de me 
voir dementi par personne, a moins que ce ne soit parle 
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redacteiir de Tartide insure dans Y Anti-Slavery Monthly 
Reporter ; qui au reste fait preuve d'autant d'ignorance en 
ce qui concerne 1& colonies pour le regime des esclaves, que 
de passion, d'*injustice, et de mecliancete. 



No. 57. 



Extracts from the Declaration of William Wil- 
BEKFORCE HtJLM, Superintendent of the Boat 
Establishment at Port-Louis. 

In his Dedaration, the Deponent states, — That he was 
in the service of Mr. Telfair, as an overseer, from 1818 till 
18%, first at Bois-Cheri, as head man until 1817, and the 
remaining time at Belombre^ as chief overseer, under tl» 
manager of that estate; — ^that, during the whole of : that 
period, he never was absent a day from his duties ;•— *that^ 
after quitting the service of Mr. Telfair, in 1820, he vended 
upon a small adjoining property, which he had purchased 
with his savings, while in the service of Mr. Tel&ir; — ^that, 
afterwards, having sold his little property, which did not 
turn out well, he was again taken in the service of Mr. 
Telfair in 1825, where he remained till appointed assistant^ 
gardener, in 1827, to the King's Garden, from whence he 
removed to the place he now occupies, which is one of 
greater emolument ;—4:hat, frcHU the above course of service, 
he is well able to bear testimony to the events which took 
place at Belombre, and the course of management adopted 
on that estate, in the practical details of which he was 
unremittingly engaged*; — that the most remarkable and 
lingular measure at the time of his going there was the 
education of the Blacks, established by Mr.. C. Tdfair, 
bringing up the most intelligent to different hapdicraft trades, 
such as masons, carpenters, shipwrights, boat-builders, shoe- 
makers, tailors, wheelwrights, blacksmiths, coopers, &c., for 
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whose use large assortments of tools, of the best tnakera, 
were brought out from England; — that the places of these 
Blacks, in field work, was occupied by European pi ugh- 
men with all the newly-invented utensils of agriculture 
employed in England; — that new mills of greater power 
were put up on Belombre, and employed, not only for the 
crushing of the canes but for all work to which the moving 
power of such machinery could be adapted, such as grinding 
com, cutting roots, and bruising maize and oats for the 
cattle, making arrow root, separating tapioca from the roots 
of the manioc, &c. ;^— that eradicators of Bramab^s c6n-. 
struetion, one of ninety tons power and oae <^ fifteen, were 
used for lifting up the trees by the roots ; — ^that roads were 
laid down on inclined jianes to transport the timber from 
the forest to the sea^^ide, and cranes employed for raising it 
from the ravinea, all quite new and unknown methods at the 
time in Mauritius ; — that Mr. Telfair had laid dowQ full 
iaatructions in writing, for the use of all persons employed 
on Belombre, from the first manager to the youngest Slave ; — 
that he instituted ploughing matches, aitid employed, to in- 
struct his Blacks, various soldiers dl the different regiments, 
allowed to him expressly for that purpose by the colonels of 
regiments stationed in Mauritius i — that he had ploughmen 
from England, and one, by name Moffat, from Scotland, sent 
out at the expense of the estat^ by the agents in England, 
Messrs. Mathisbn and Co., and a mason called Powell, at 
•iP.lO a-mdnth, to teach the Negro masons their trade, be- 
ades free carpenters and boat builders always employed to 
teach theiivrespective branches of industry ;— that the school 
on the eState wafe established by thie Rev. Mr. Jones,* on the 
Lancasterian system, and daily attended by the younger 
Slaves from twelve till two or three o^ock, and also by the 
children of the numerous free people employed on the estate ; 
—that the village, or Camp, was newly built by Mr. Tel- 
fair's orders in 1818 and the subsequent years, and the 
houses were whitewashed, and made at least as comfortable 
and as neat as cottages in England ; — that tents were pro- 
vided of the largest construction to shelter the people who 
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worked out of doors at any distance from the camp ; — that 
lemonade^ with a portion of spirits, was: served out to them 
during their work, the acid of tamarinds being often brought 
f^m Black River for that purpose ;— that, besides* the 
rations, which were always abundant, and chiefly of rice and 
and Indian corn, there was constantly on the fire, night and 
day, in the hospital kitchen, one of the larger sugar pans, 
with boiling soup, of the most nourishing and substantial 
kind, and so cleanly prepared that the owners of the estate 
and. their visitors, managers, and myself partook of it every 
day at twelve o^clock, when, a bowl of it was sent by the 
cook and overseer of the hospital tp the great house to be 
tested ;*-that another great advantage was enjoyed — die 
Blacks could go any evening for about an hour, or a icouple 
of hours, and take fish enough for a man and his family for 
two or three days, without expenses of lines, or nets, only 
taking what is called a flambeau^ and a piece of iron hoop 
made in the shape of a sword, with, which. he had nothing to 
do but to strike the fish lying alongside the shore ;-^that 
punishments were very moderate, and never equal to; what 
was allowed by law, ; the manager or master always reducing 
the number of stripes or extent of confinement awarded by 
the jury of the first class men and commanders; — that 
flogging of female Slaves was never permitted ; — that such 
instruments of torture as the triangle and the ladder were 
never known at Belombre; — that task-work was almost 
universally adopted in every kind of labour susceptible of 
it ; — that the punishment of those that did not fulfil their 
task was generally to put them under the superintendence 
of the most industrious Blacks, who were besides entitled to 
employ the lazy defaulters to cultivate their own private 
giurden after task was done ; — that one of the first changes 
made by Mr. Telfair at Belombre on his (Hulfn's) going 
there as chief overseer, was to substitute for the whip the 
small bugle-hom of the regimental light companies, as a 
mark of authority, and to direct the movements of the bands 
of Blacks, and that Mr. Telfair gave him one for this pur- 
pose, and also some boatswain^s calls, made on purpose at 
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Port-Louis for the overseers ;— that it was his duty to see 
the people called to work at daylight in the morning, to 
muster them, aqd to superintend the distribution of their 
rations every . morning ; their return to meals^ their pre- 
servation from exposure to raitoy weather, and' their evetiing 
muster to prayers and devotions, all of which was as regu- 
larly performed as the day came; — that he attended to the 
settlement of work done over tatsk, which was paid weekly, 
by the manager, to the Slaves for their voluntary labour, 
on his certificate, showing the amount of work performed by 
each ; — that the Belombre shop, kept by Richard Lambert^ 
supplied every luxury the Blacks could desire, either in 
furniture, clothing; instruments for 6shing, and for snaring 
game, also wine, beer, liquors, &c., in exchange for the 
habitation bo^hs^ at a cheaper rate than at Port-Louis; — 
that he distributed rewards also for the killing of wild hogs, 
mQnkeys, tendraks, destructive birds, rats, &c., for which 
purpose there was a supply of snuff-boxes, tobacco p^pes, 
and other small articles^at his disposal ; — ^that the Blacks had 
gardens of their own at the ** Abbati Sipahi,'' in the richest 
ground of the estate ;— that the people were the happiest set 
he ever met with, singing at their work the beautiful hymns 
taught them by Mr. Jones; —that the village at night re- 
sounded with their voices, singing psalms ; — that the only 
disturbances they were ever subject to were from the Indian 
convicts and their licentious overseers, who were employed 
by Government in making the King's high road over the 
estate, and some disorderly soldiers, who endeavoured to 
break into the camp at night, in search of the Negresses, 
wives and daughters of the Slaves ; —and, finally, that there 
was seldom a night but some of them were making dis^. 
turbaiices at pne place or other about the district. 
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No. 58. 



E^fptract from a Letter to Mr. Telfair^£w» 
J. Laing, Esq., Collector of Internal Revenues, 
Port'Louis, October 14, 1829. 

* I cannot help feeling, in common I believe with every indi- 
fVidual who has resided during any length of time in this 
colony, extremely surprised at the publication of charges so 
.very contradictory to all the impressions which existed in 
my mind respecting the mode of treatment which you had 
uniformly pursued in regard of your Slaves. Although I 
have never had the advantage of being an eye-witness of the 
system followed on the Belombre estate, I have been, ever 
rince 1818, in the habit of meeting and conversing with per- 
sons who have visited that estate, and, in the society in which 
I h^ve lived, the effects of the system of treatment and 
instruction pursued by you have been, in consequence of its 
novelty, a constant theme of conversation. The impression 
which I have always entertained upon the subject is, that you 
were persevering in a system of melioration calculated to 
promote the welfare of your Slaves, and to raise them in the 
scale of civilization ; a system which was attended with a 
sacrifice of profit and convenience on your part. 

Under these circumstances, I naturally feel desirous of 
expressing my regret that you should have been made the 
object of such an attack as that which No. 44 of the Anti- 
Slavery Monthly Reporter has ^ven publicity to ; and I 
beg you will allow me at the same time to mention a circum* 
stance which cannot fail to be gratifying to you, as it shows 
the effect which the treatment experienced by your Slaves 
has had upon the minds of other Slaves who haSre been in 
the habit of mixing with them. 

I was appointed by the will of our late mutual friend, 
Mr. Boldero, who died in the early part of the present year, 
executor of his estate. That gentleman left a Slave, named 
Hypolite, who became apprehensive of being sold to a less 
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indulgent master, abd who cume to uie, vritb tdars in his eyes, 
to entreat that I would first offer bim to you, id case you 
should feel disposed to purchase him ; saying that he would 
be happier under your roof than he might be with aoy^ chance 
purchaser. Most assuredly this would riot have been the 
case if the treatment of your Slaves approximated, in the 
slightest degree, the picture presented in No. 44 of the Aniu 
Slavery Monthly Reporter. 

I am happy to hear that it is your intention to rebut theto 
charges in as public a manner as they have been made, in 
order that those humane persons whose feelings have beeB 
unduly excited by the assertions of the ^n^i-AS%iz^^^ Monihh^ 
Reporter may be more acquainted with the truth. 



No. 69. 
Declaration of Henry Chaloupe. 

Moi, Henry Chaloupe, employ^ sur T^tablissement Beau 
Manguier : — Je declare que je suis venu dans le service de 
M. Charles Telfair k Bourbon, en 1810, avant la pri§e do 
rile Maurice, et que je Tai servi sans interruption depuis cette 
epoque jusqu'aujourd'*hui : Qu'etant mis en apprentiss£|ge 
avec Monsieur Telfair, par le Gouvernement Britannique, il 
m''a place avec M. PAbbe CoKn, pretre en chef de Bourbon^ 
pour etre instruit dans les pripcipes de la religion, et qu'avec 
ses autres domestiques, apprentis, et esclaves, j'^etais mis sous 
un raaitre d'ecole pour apprendre la lecture, Tecriturei et 
Parithm^tique : — 

Que, par le moyen de Pargent que j''ai acquis chez M. Tel- 
fair, yai remis entre ses mains assez pour pouvoir acheter 
ma femme, Frangoise; que M. Telfair Pa prise aussi k spn 
service oii elle restait jusqu'k sa mort en 1818, me laissant 
une fille qui est encore ^ivante, qui a appris la religion, ^t a 
^te instruite dims les autres branches d^education dans lea 
ecoes de M. Telfair : — • • 
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Que, dans Tespace d'un an, ^pr^sle d^^s de ma premiere 
femme, j^ai ramass^ assez d^argent pour acheter ma seconde 
femmie, Arsenne, qui est toujours avec moi dans les liens de 
manage: — 

Qu'^en Tannee 1819, M. Telfair m'*a transf^re de son jardin 
de Bois-Ch^ri k Belombre, augmentant mes gages, en raison 
quej^^tais coiistitue un de ses 6conomes sur ce dernier bien : 

Que, dans tous les terns mon maitre M. Telfair s'est de- 
dans eonlre la punition de ses esclaves, disant k moi et a ses 
autres employes qu'il preferait que Touvrage fut fait par la 
douceur ; qu'aueun sous-ordre n'^etait permis de puhir un 
esclave, et que la mani^re de conduire les noirs se trouve dans 
le livre d'instructions par lequel nous etions tous guides: — 

Que les esclaves etaient toujours k la tache quand il etait 
possible, qu'il n'y avait point de travail de nuit, et que je tf ai 
jamais vu, ni entendu parler, d'aucun etablissement oii 
Touvrage ^tait moins difficile ; chaque esclave pouvant finir 
sa tache de bonne beure, et gagner de Targent s^il voulait, 
par son travail de surplus :— 

Que tout le travail dur, autrefois fait par des noirs, etait 
fait sur les biens de M. Telfair par des mechaniques, par des 
bceufs, des mulets, des chevaux, ou des dnes, dont il y avait 
plus qull n'^en fallait pour le travail, plusieurs etant gardes 
poursouche: — 

Que les cases des esclaves et£uent tres propres, et qu'^elles 
etaient sou vent blanchies par un noir peintre, nomme David, 
dont toute Inoccupation etait de blanchir Thdpital, les cases 
aux noirs, les moulins, les ecuries, 8z;c., 8z;c., et que cet emploi 
le tenait toute Tannfe : — 

Que ma maison etait celle occup^ par M. Etienne Bolgerd, 
autrefois propriet£ure de Petablissement, dans laquelle sa fiUe, 
Madame la comtesse Dupuy naquit. 

Que chaque esclave sur F^tablissement avfdt son lit, et qu'il 
y avait toujours un surplus de lits, d'^oreillers, de couver- 
tures de laine, de shakos, de casaques, de jacquettes, et de 
chemises en laines, pour les noirs ; et beaucoup de toile bleue 
et blanche de Plnde, et de mouchoirs de Madras, pour les 
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ni^gresses, pour remplacer ce qui pourrait etre use ou gat^ ; 
de sorte que les esclaves ^taient toujours bien vetus. 

Que la nourriture des noirs ^tait toujours abondante ; qull 
en avait beaucoup de variety ; que la distribution en ^Uut 
. faite dans la matinee, avant dialler au travail, et que personne 
ne pouvait se plaindre d^avoir faim, puisqu^il y avidt une 
grande marmite^, dans la cuisine de Phdj^tal, toujours rem- 
plie d'^une soupe nourissante de boeuf ou d^autre viande, et 
de legumes, oi^ les noirs pouvaient aller et manger k leur 
gr^. Chaque ca^ avait des marmites, des boUes de Batavia 
et de Chine, des plats faits de cocos de mer, des cuill^res, et 
des gamelles-f- :— 

Que le plus grand soin etait toujours porte a T^ducation 
des esclaves dans Tecole, dont, parmi plusiers autres, je suis 
moi-meme un exemple : — 

Que, quand je suis entre dans le service de M. Telfair, je 
ne poHvais parler que le langage de mon pays, Madagascar. 
Je n'^avais jamais vu de T^riture, et ne savais pas ce qu^elle 
signifiait ; je n^avais pas la moindre id^ de la religion, et 
n^ajoutais croyance qu''en certains charmes et ceremonies, ou 
Ton plagait des pailles, des crins, ou des os, dans de certaines 
positions, pour faire eviter le malheur, ou pour conserver 
Tamour ou Tamiti^. Par la bonte de mon maitre, je suis 
maintenant Chretien ; j'ai une famille et un esclave a moi, 
et j^ai des appointem^nts montant k soixante livres sterling 
par an, comme chef-sucrier : ce que mon maitre a fait pour 
moi, il a voulu faire pour tons ses esclaves, selon leurs talens 
et leurs dispositions, et il a toujours suivi la meme mani^re 
depuis Tannee 1810, quand heureusement pour moi je suis 
tombe entre ses means, jusq^aujourd^hui. 

Beau Manguier, lel6 Septembre^ 1829« 

* Boiler, or Iron Pot. t Wooden Tubs. 
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No. 60. 

Declaration of Mr. Richard Lambert, Cateckist 
and Chief Gardener, at Reduit, the Country 
Residence of His ExceUencyy the Governor of 
Mauritiut9. 

1, Richard Lambert, residing at Reduit, do hereby 
declare, that I was employed at Belombre, in 1819» 1820, 
1821, 1822, and 1823, and that during that period my 
duties were chiefly the care of, the feeding, and clothing of 
the Slaves ; the education of their children in school ; the 
superintendance of the nurses ; and of the cleanliness, order, 
and regularity of the hospital; the administration of the 
medicines prescribed by the Surgeon, who resided in that 
building, Dr. Desnoyers; and the religious instructi(Mi oi 
the people, daily, as a catechist ; in short, my business was 
to look after the comfort of the Slaves generally, and to 
have their conduct under my eye daring thdir hours of 
recreation, and when in their cottages, or in the hospital : — 

I declare that the houses of the Blacks were all newly 
built, and regularly laid out in streets, on a better »te than 
the old village, by order of Mr. Telfair : these houses were 
fitted out with standing bed-places or hammocks, under my 
direction and inspection, in 1818, 1819, and 1820, and fur- 
nished with all that could contribute to the comfort of the 
people; that they were newly supplied with mats, beds, 
blankets, and pillows, in 1819, purchased from the lot sent 
out for the use of the 22nd Regiment, which were sold he*- 
cause that regiment had gone to England ; that each fsamlj 
had iron and copper pots, Flanders kettles, and fryingpans; 
and each individual had spoons, with dishes made from the 
shell of the great sea cocoa-nut ; and that the key of the 
house and the right of the property was given to the wife : 
that the field Slaves had shirts, straw hats, trowsers, and 
great coats for wearing in showery weather, bought also at 
the regimental sales ; that the first class of Blacks and the 
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Cdtnmanders, had superior clothing and mUitary caps^ beti^ 
in 1819 the uniform of the 25th dragoons brought down 
new from India, and bought by me at Fort-Louis for 
Belombre, and that Mr. Telfair bought military caps &r 
the other Blacks as well as for the Commanders and first 
clas^ of Blacks, besides straw hats; — that the women and 
children were clothed in Indian long cloth, blue and white, 
with Madras handkerchiefs for the head ; that the children} 
besides their ordinary working clothing, had school clothes, 
wfaidi they put on every day at eleven oVlock, after bathing 
in the sea, and went to school at mid-day, and stayed there 
till the dinner-hour of the Proprietor, three oVlock, as some 
of the individuals of the Proprietor's family invariably 
attended the school ; that this school was not only attended 
by the Slaves of Belombre, but gratuitously also by the 
children of the free people employed on that estate; and 
dso by the children of some of the white inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood ; — that the master had provided tents, pur« 
chased by me at the military sales of stores at Port-Louis^ 
which were used for the purpose of enabling the Slaves in 
the field to work under them, so as to be sheltered from the 
sun and showers, and that the work was done by easy tasks, 
so that every Slave might, by his voluntary industry, have 
a daily payment, which I witnessed every week on settling, 
either in money, or in the habitation notes of hand ; — that 
the Proprietor established a shop on the estate for the use of 
his Slaves, which shop it was my duty to keep, for the 
purpose of fadlitating to the Blacks the acquirement of 
such comforts as they desired in exchange for their earn- 
ings, and that the shop was most plentifully supplied by 
the Proprietor, and the articles sold at the wholesale price ; 
•^that the great boiler, contsdning rixty gallons of soiip, 
consisting of animal and vegetable food, spices, garden-stufi^, 
ite., was kept on the fire night and day, at the hospital, 
under my inspection, and that at mid-day daily a bowl of 
the soup was sent to the Proprietor to taste, or, in his ab- 
sence, to the Manager ; and that the Blacks, besides theit* 
rations, were allowed to eat of this nourishing soup daily 
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any quantity they wished; — that I daily superintended the 
distribution of the victuals to the Blacks every momiDg, and 
that it consisted in the greiatest proportion of rice, or of 
Indiau com, besides an allowance of -salt fish, salt beef, 
sugar or molasses, and salt at discretion, tobacco, and a gill 
of rum, together with diiferent other articles produced on 
the estate, such as cambards, yams, . manioc, arrow-root, 
plantains, and fruit of many descriptions, so that the rations 
were wholesome and abundant ; — that every new-year^s day, 
while I resided at Belombre (and I understood that from 
the time Mr. Telfair purchased this estate ull I went there, 
as well as after I quitted it, the same custom prevailed), 
eight oxen were given to the Blacks, as a present from Mr. 
Telfair, killed by themselves, and that on the roasted oxfen 
they made merry ; besides the bullocks, extra rations of 
rice, vegetables, and even refreshments, as wine, syrup, rum, 
&c., were liberally furnished by their kind master;— that 
regularly every day I myself sent to the hospital what 
remained from Mr. Telfair's very abundant, table, so that 
tbe convalescents had dainty dishes every afternoon. 

That I had also the superintendence of the great garden 
of vegetables for the habitation, as well as the gardens for 
the Blacks, individually, which were situated in a different 
part of the estate, for cultivating tobacco, capsicum, and 
aromatic herbs, close by a rivulet for watering.it, and 
in the rich virgin soil, and that I furnished them with 
garden tools for the purpose, together with European seeds, 
at the master's expense ; — that there was also at my disppsid 
a large quantity of tobacco-pipes, snuff-boxes, needles, and 
other articles of trifling value, to give away gratuitously to 
the Blacks, as rewards for trifling services ;— that I taught 
the school daily from twelve till three, and generally mus- 
tered from fifty to sixty scholars, who learned, after the 
Lancasterian system, reading, writing, the tables of time, 
measure, weights, and accounts; read lessons daily iqthe 
Bible, answered to their' catechism, sung psalms, and^ Re- 
peated their prayers; and every evening, after muster, .the 
.same devotional service was performed by all the Blacks on 
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the estate, in the presence of the owner, and managers, and 
overseers, and such gentlemen and ladies as were on a visit 
to the estate,*of which there were always some ; — that I also 
read .the Service, and went through the Devotions of the 
Church, every Sunday, to the whole of the Blacks and 
visitors of the estate. 

I further most solemnly declare, that the account of 
punishments, given in the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reportevy 
No. 44, is entirely a groundless fiction. I never before 
heard of, much less saw^ the triangles described for tortur- 
ing the Blacks, nor the extraordinary process of peppering, 
and salting, and pickling, the wounds inflicted by the whip, 
all of which I am willing to swear is pure invention, so far 
as Belombre is concerned, where I resided from Sept. 17, 
1819, until August 1828; and indeed I never could have 
imagined that such doings could have been practised by 
human beings on one another elsewhere. ' Had these things 
happened, complaints must have been made to the Police, 
pr to other superior authorities, and it will not be found that 
any complaint of this sort was ever made by a Slave of 
" Mr. Telfair. 

{Signed) RICHARD LAMBERT. 



No. 61. 

^ Declaration of N. J. Kelsey, Esq., Auditor 
General, dated Port-Louis, October 1, 1829. 

I hereby certify, that I visited Mr. Telfair on his estate 
called Belombre, on the 26th of October, 1810— that I re- 
mained with him nearly three weeks — that during this period 
I frequented every part of the estate at all hours— that I sa^ 
the Slaves at work, in manufacturing sugar, cutting timber 
in the forest, &c. — that my present impressions are that their 
condition in general was equal, if not superior, to that of the 
lower order of the people in England — that I have no 
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recollection of having seen any individual cases of misery 
amongst them — ^that they were provided with huts to lodge 
in, that (here was a hospital for the sick — that a surgeon 
lived on the estate-«-and that I have no remembrance of 
having seen punishment inflicted on any of them, nor do I 
recollect having ever heard, in the colony,^any accusations or 
even insinuations of the Slaves on this estate being cruelly or 
harshly treated, in as far as regards severe discipline, over- 
work, short or unwholesome diet, scanty clothing, or lodging. 

I further certify, that there was a school for the children 
of the Slaves, in which, from twelve o^clock until two each 
day, Ihey were taught to read, and some of them to write, 
and all were instructed in the Christian rdigion. This 
school was superintended by a Missionary, who then resided 
on the estate, and who appeared to take the greatest interest 
in the welfare and instruction of these children. They 
were well fed and clothed, and appeared very cheerful and 
happy. 

I further certify, that on each Sunday Divine service was 
performed in the house, at which all the family attended, as 
also the officer in charge of the neighbouring military post 
of Jacote, the European house servants, and such of the 
Black servants and overseers* as understood English; the 
latter extremely clean and well clothed. 

And finally, I certify, that so far from Mr. Telfair bearing 
the character of a cruel or severe master, I have ever heard 
him spoken of as a most humane, kind-hearted, and indul- 
gent master ; one who was more likely to «poil his Slaves by 
too mudi kmdness and leniency, than to treat them ^th 
harshness or inhumanity ; and such from my personal and 
intimate acquaintance with him, now of more than twelve 
years standing, I know him to be. 
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No. 62. 



Certificate from A. Ambrose, Esq., respecting the 
tfmnage efthe Sainte Ampoule. 

This is to certify, that, by the re^ster kept in the Port* 
Office of the Coasters belonging to the Isle of Fraticte* it 
appears that in M^rch, 1819, a schooner, called the Saiivte 
Ampotde, belon^ng to Ch&rles Telfair, Esq., of Belombre, 
was registered therein as a vessel of the burthen oijxmrtetn 
tons, and continued as a coaster until she was wrecked in the 
hurricane of March 6, 1828. 

Given under my hand, at Port-Louis, 

Mauritius, this 19th day of Septentber, 1829. 

A. AMBROSE, 

Acting Harbour Master. 



No. 68. 

Extract if a Letter from T. S. Kelsey^ Esq., 
addressed to a Friend, elated Salem Cottage, 
Grrand River, October 15, 1829. 

Agreeably to the wish expressed by you, I have obtained 
a perusal of No. 44 of the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, 
in which the diaracter of Mr. Charles Telfaur stands im* 
pugned in the most virulent and obnoxious terms. 

I have been in this island upwards of seven years, and iiii 
the perusal of this pamphlet never did I hear, nor had I fliCL 
most distant reason to suspect, that inhumisinity formed a 
featuro of tbftt gentleman^s character ; so far fix>m this, I had 
been, accustomed to regBo^, and have ever heard Mr. Tel-^ 
jEaxr represented, as a man too induljgodt to has Slafves, andr 
should rather have expected they would have be^, under 
him, more in danger of being spoiled by over indulge^oe. 
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than that they should have had cause to complain of unkind- 
ness or harsh treatment. 

Ever since my arrival in this island my object has been to 
promote, by every means in my power, the eternal as well as 
the temporal welfare of the Blacks under my own direction, | 

who are all Government apprentices under the Slave Aboli- I 

tion Acts. Their boxes were well stored with good clothing. , 

Each had a pound and a half of rice, and two marquees 
of brede, or salt meat, per diem, and a rupee a month ; 
each was allowed a separate caze) every possible encourage- 
ment was given to those who had wives to be constant and 
faithful to theni, and I regularly assembled them morning ^ 

and evening for the purpose of instructing them in the i 

Christian religion ; in addition to which I hired a master to 
attend daily to teach them to read. Their meals were pre- 
pared for them at a fixed hour morning and evening; one 
hour was allowed them for breakfast, and also two hours in 
the middle of the day, so that no room was left to complain 
of the want of any thing reasonable that could tend to 
promote their happiness and welfare. 

But, notwithstanding, such was the influence of vicious 
propensities with some of them, especially gambling, lying, 
thieving, and women, that reproof was not sufficient, and 
occasionally it became absolutely necessary to resort to 
harsher me^ures with a view to their own benefit At first, 
they were sent to work at the forge for a week or a fortnight; 
but/such was the difierence felt by them between this occu- 
pation and that life of ease which, as domestics, they were 
accustomed to, that two or three days did not elapse without 
a message being received from them to be liberated, with 
promises, of future amendment. With others, a spirit of 
indolence prevailed, which, in a domestic establishment, 
where the heads were necessarily absent the greater part of 
the day, had full scope for indulgence, and which, if per- 
mitted, would have inevitably tended to their prejudice, by 
rendering them incapable of providing for themselves at the 
period their time of apprenticeship expired. To obviate 
this, it became necessary to find some one who, without 
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their being subjected to great hardship, would keep them 
constantly occupied, so that they might be induced, from 
the experience of the advantage of industrious habits, and 
from being kept for a season at work which, from its diver- 
sity from that which as domestic servants they had been 
accustomed to, it was expected would to them have proved . 
in a measure severe, to discharge with greater diligence and 
in a more satisfactory manner the duties required from them. 
Mr. Telfair having become interested in the. Bon Espoir 
estate, an opportunity was afforded of accomplishing my 
wishes in this respect. I think I had occasion to send three 
times Blacks to him for the purpose of being worked at the 
the pioche (hoe) fbr a month. ,But, notiyithstanding the 
proximity of that estate to Fort-Louis, I never, received a 
message to withdraw them ; nor did they complain of having 
been harshly treated when they were allowed to return; 
indeed, so far from that having been the case, my conviction 
at the time was, that they would not have been greatly 
concerned evei) had they been transferred altogether ; which 
I accounted for on the principle that the moderate fixed 
and regular labour and good treatment to which they were 
subjected by Mr. Telfair, was better calculated to render 
them happy, than the vagabond life of indolence pursued 
by them when residing in town, without any one to look 
after them. 

I have known instances, whilst I was in the Custom- 
House, of Slaves entreating, with tears, to Me allowed to go 
to Mr. Telfair^s estate in preference to (hat of others ; and so 
far was I prepossessed, from what I had heard, and what had 
been rendered evident to my own observation by the cases 
above referred to, in favour of Mr. Telfair^s humane dispo- 
fflUon, of the interest he took in promoting the happiness of 
his Slaves, and of the excellence of the system of labour 
and discipline observed on this estate, that had it ever 
devolved upon me to find masters for condemned Negroes, 
there are none that I should have preferred placing them 
under to these gentlemen*. I have the, pleasure of being 

• Mr. C. Telfair, and Mr. W, Telfair. ' 
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personally acquainted with tMi; but, owing to public 
engagements, to the attention I. have given to my own 
domestics^ and to the views ^tertained by me of the object 
for wbkh the Sabbath was iiintuted, I have been, in a great 
measure, precluded from visiting much in the country. Two 
or three times I called at Bon Espoir, where I once passed a 
.day in company with the Rev. J. J. Freeman of Madagascar, 
and some other friends ; on which occasion Mr. W. Telfair 
Gonducted us over the whole estate, showing us the sugar- 
houses and other appendages of the establishment. It being 
a cloudy day, and not very hot, we spent the greater part of 
the morning in loun^ng about, at times accompanied by 
Mr. Telfair, and at others not. We visited the Blacks in 
their ccizes, and saw them pursuing th«r avocations, both in 
the field and in other concerns pertaining to the estate. 
According to my recollection, the observations made on the 
occafflon were, that the Blacks appeared contented and happy, 
and as if every care was taken of them, and nothing in the 
shape of an instrument of punishment did we see, except a 
thin cane. 

On the occasions that I visited ,Mr. C. Telfair'^s country- 
seat, Bois-Cheri, and at his house in town, I* have ever 
found both him and Mrs. Telfair ready to entertain any 
plan that might be suggested of a nature calculated to pro- 
mote the welfare of their Slaves, manifesting the most lively 
interest in their comfort and their happiness, and very 
willing to allow teachers to reside on the estates. The follow* 
ing instance will go to prove the cc»-rectness of this assertion. 
Having heard of a person who appeared likely to answer fat 
that purpose, I called upon them, to propose his going to 
Belombre (at this period they were not interested in the 
Bon Espcnr estate, that I am aware of), to take charge of the 
sdiool there, a proposal which was most readily acquiesced 
in, and a schooner offered to convey him round when^er it 
might suit his convenience, which happened in the course of 
the week; and it was with feelings of manifest regret, <bat, 
^ few days after, not liking to be associated with Slaves, 
they heard he had returned to Port-Louis. 
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During the stay the Rej.^ Daniel Tyermaa made in this 
island, he visited Belomlip^, Beau Manguier, and Bon 
Espoir ; and also the estates dtf other Planters, as he felt a 
great interest in the condition of the Slaves. As respected 
both their temporal and eternal welfare, he made particular 
inquiries as to their treatment, the mode in whidi they 
worked, the nature of the punishments to whirfi they were 
subjected, and whether the sending Missionaries to instruct 
them would prove acceptable. But with none did he enter 
more fully upon these points, and that <^ the future eOian* 
cipation of the Slaves, than with these gentlemen, and often 
have I beard him express himself in terms of the most 
unequivocal approbation of the system and order observed 
on the estates in which they are concerned. Not having 
made any minutes of the conversations on this subject, I am 
unable to recall particularly the several point$ \yhich 
attracted his attention ; but I well remember, thjit the 
assigning to each a distinct portion of labour, which, by the 
industrious might easily be finished by two o^cloek in the 
afternoon, and paying them for such additional portion as 
they might perform, the system of discipline from which, if 
my memory fail me not, the whip was banished ; the ces- 
sation from compulsatory labour on the Sabbath, and a 
project of Mr. C. Telfair^s for the eventual emancipation of 
the Slaves, to result from increased diligence on their part; 
the observance of a sort of marriage solemnity, in order to 
impress their minds with a sense of the necessity of constancy 
and attachment, were the most prominent points, on which I 
doubt not he enlarged in his correspondence with the 
London Missi^oiary Society. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



208 



No. 64. 

Extracts from a Letter to Mr. Telfair, from 
B. JjESage, Esq., dated Port-Lonis, Sep- 
tember 10, 1829. 

Allow me to request, that you will add to your intended 
justification my individual testimony, which will be to the 
same effect as that of all who know you here, and this 
includes every respectable inhabitant of the Colony. 

Having been myself, in 1817, 18, and 19, a joint pro- 
prietor with you in the estate of Belombre, and having, in 
conjunction with yourself, laid down many of those plans of 
melioration contained in your great book of instructions for 
the management of that property, and having superintended, 
in a great part, their execution, I am enabled to bear a 
fuller testimony to the facts than perhaps any other persons; 
and I feel it a duty to you, and to the British public, to 
undeceive them. 

All who know you, are aware that the most prominent 
feature in your character is an enthusiastic wish for the 
improvement of the Slave population ; that the chief busi- 
nessofyour life has been to give practical effect to that- 
wish, and to inspire others with the same sentiment ; and 
your opportunities were great, in Governor Farquhar^s 
family, where you were private secretary when I had the 
honour of serving as aide-de-camp. 

Little did I think that it was possible to hear Sir Robert 
Farquhar, yourself, and all who had the honour to serve 
under his government, aspersed in Parliament, and before 
the British public, as guilty of crimes the most revolting to 
your nature, and which your life had been passed in endea- 
vouring to repress. The charges of Slave- Dealing having 
been satisfactorily disproved, by the papers produced to the 
House of Commons; the equally groundless charge of 
cruelty and wholesale butchery of the Slaves of Mauritius, 
now imputed to the inhabitants of the colony, and to your- 
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self most prominently, by the AntuSlavery Monthly 
Reporter, will be more easily refuted. The reports of the 
modes of punishment which this writer speaks of as practised 
at Belombre, with enormous whips, and triangles, and 
putting pepper and salt and lime-juice upon the bloody and 
mangled masses of flesh, occasioned by the flogging ; and 
such disgusting lies as no man could believe, who had not 
the heart to practise them. Such calumnies may be easily 
traced to their source in those disorderly soldiers of that 
regiment, which was recruited froni the gaols of London, 
and of whose outrages the colony had more than once 
serious cause of complaint. The records of the court-martial 
will show, that one of the privates was hanged at Port-Louis, 
for shooting at myself. These were the people who broke 
into the Negroes' houses, in the intent of violating their 
wives and daughters ; and who, having been punished for it, 
were easily bribed in their old haunts at home to comie 
forward with their horrible fictions against Belombre. 
These are the inventors of the atrocious scenes of flog^ng 
Negresses, a mode of punishment utterly unknown there. . 
You may recollect, perhaps, that I presided over the 
ploujghing and mowing matches, and other rural games insti- 
tuted at Belombre, for exciting the einulation of the Slaves, 
and that I gave up my own servant, White, a bred plough- 
man^ to instruct the Slaves. I laid out a new village for 
them ;'^ I made the alignement of the streets, distributed the 
rivulet of water to run by each hut, and marked out the 
basins which were made for its reception as it descended to 
the sea. I superintended the building of the houses, pig- 
styes, fowl-houses, and their interior arrangement, and gave 
the keys, when they wereiinished, to the mothers of families. 
It is with pleasure I look back upon that peaceful and 
happy period of life, when I saw the people well clothed, 
contented, and merry, and wished the poor at home as well 
lodged, in neat' and dry white-washed cottages, with their 
beds arid bedding, which were what I procured from my 
own regiment; their large Flanders kettles with ,t|ie. lids 
forming frying-pans; their saucepans, wooden and" iron 

Q 
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i^poons, and Malay bowls of earthenware, and those still 
more durable and capacious dishes made of the coco de mir 
nut, all arranged round their little fire-places ; while the walls 
were decorated with the musical instruments of the various 
countries from which the Slaves had come, or the nations 
from which they were descended. These were the amuse- 
ments which, during my residence at Belombre, served to 
re-establish my health on the return of my Madagascar 
fever; and so much did they delight me, that, when unable 
to walk, I was carried daily in my palanquin to superintend 
the works. 

The hospital and school were not less objects of my 
attention. The old hospital was condemned by my advice, 
and a large house, near the sea, was taken into use f<H: that 
piu^se. 

Our extensive stable, with its numerous breeding stud oi 
the finest horses of Arabia and Feraa, as well as of the more 
powerful races which we had introduced from England— our 
parks of spotted deer, antelopes, and gazelles — our rivers 
and our coasts swarn^ing with fish — our ^dens abounding 
with fruit — our enormous birds from New Holland, one of 
which, when opened after death, yielded forty pounds of 
grease— our great tortoise, now in the zoological cdilection in 
the Regent^s Park, London-— our swarms of birds and herds 
of hundreds of oxen — our flocks of sheep, goats, and pigs, 
all sleek and fat — our magazines filled with rice, Indian 
corn, yams, and salted provisions, were all calculated to 
^ve an idea of exuberance, rather than the horrid and 
fanciful picture of starvation drawn by the AntuSlaoery 
MontUy Reporter. He must have had the heart of a 
demon, who, amid such a scene, could have imagined that 
man alone was starved, and wretched, and tortured with 
unheard-of cruelty, and flogged to death. 

The substitution of task-work made the labour of the Black 
so easy as not to equal one-third of what a man performs in 
Europe ; the introduction of the plough, and machinery of 
all kinds for agriculture, and of the most approved tools for 
all trades, with experienced workmen from England, to te^ch 
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the Blacks, gave a spirit and exatnple to the industry of the 
colony; and the superior sugar-canes from Otaheite and 
Java, which you introduced, and which now almost cover 
the island, rendered that industry much more productive. I 
must also state, that the system laid down for exciting the 
emulation of the Blacks, by rewarding them for their sur- 
plus Ubour, was most successful, and contributed much 
to render offences rare; that when punishment was neces- 
sarily administered, it was cbieSy aofitary confinement^ and 
never severe corporeal infliction ; and, that their tasks always 
having been finished during the hours of day, it is false to 
say that the slaves worked at night. 

A proof that the labour was not oppressive, is, that many 
of the men who worked in the wood were in the constant 
habit of finishing their task by one or two o'clock in the day. 

The chains, hooks, and collars, described by the Jnti- 
Slavery Monthly Reporter^ are matters of pure invention ; 
and, in short, all that be says about ^yourself and Belombre 
is a rhapsody of disgusting foUy--4i tissue of barefaced. false- 
hoods. 

Finally, were I called upon to say wh3 has been most 
indefatigably employed at MaiiriUus, for twenty years, in 
adding to the corafcnrts of the Slave, and in elevating him in 
the scale of being, as to education, morality, and religion-^ 
who has done most to diange the desert into a garden**- 
who has most sedulously attended to the improvement of the 
education of the higher cl^^ses of society in the Royal College 
of Port^Louis — who has introduced the best breeds of cattle, 
and the greatest number of rare and valuable ]:dants— who 
has*exerted tbe.fi(iost ppW0rful influence in .augmenting the 
produce of the Cc^ny; from tess than one million of sugar, in 
1815, ta .eighty milUoDs of this preseoat year— »I would 8ay» 
it was Yaif.' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



212 

No. 66. 

Extraits iVune Notice Historique et Statistique sur 
VElMissement de BeUmhre^ tirh d'un Travail 
Sbauchi sur Vile Maurice, par M. le Docteur 
Desnoyers. 

Arriv^ dans cette colonic en Tannee 1816, j'y fus reconnii 
dans mes qualites, et pratiquai de suite mon dtat sur l¥ta- 
blissement de Belombre particulierement, jusqu^en Tannee 
1822, ayant une maisbn dans Templaceroent rn^me de Ph^- 
pital. 

Cette grande habitation s'etend Est et Quest en largeur 
sur une belle place, qu^abrite contre les ras-de-mar^s et les 
temp^tes, un immense r&5if s^pare du rivage par une vaste 
etendue d'^eaux de trois ou quatr^ pieds de profondeur, sur 
trois raille d'^tendue en longueur et deux mille en largeur : 
lieu de peche abondante et facile pour tous les habitans du 
canton, pr^ieuse ressource pour tous les noirs de Belombre, 
dont le village, autrement dit le camp, aboutit pr^sement k 
Pembouchure de la petite riviere des Citronniers (qui Tarrose 
dans toute sa longueur par un canal de vive eau, bien saine, 
et bien limpide), ce qui leur permet d^avoir k toute beure et 
k la minute, autant de poisson de mer quails en veulent, et 
quelque fretin d^eau, ou bien des chevrettes que p^chent 
leurs enfans dans la petite riviere. 

L^hdpital, qui est dans toute la colonic, et surtout k Belom- 
bre, Tobjet du plus grand soin, et de la plus grande sollicitude 
de la part des propri^taires, fait face aux quatre points car- 
dinaux ; il est totalement enfermfe dans une vaste enceinte 
quarrde de palissades fort Aev6eB, qui laissent mes fenetres 
seulement s^^tendre dans la petite vall^ des Citronniers, que 
cet emplacement domine de plusieurs toises. Un courant 
d^eau traverse la cour dans toute sa longueur, puis va se perdre 
dans la riviere absolument sous mes fenetres ; k droite en 
entrant, tout-ii-fait dans Tangle, s^^l^ve la cuisine, grande, 
vaste, bStie en pierres, et administr^ par un ancien com- 
mandeur en retraite, et une cuisini^re. La premise salle 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



213 

en entrant est celle des hommes, cVst la plus grande, elle est 
quarree, et occupe toute la largeur du batiment, une vaste 
porte k deux battans y donne entree, des fenetres P^lairent : 
la seconde salle, tout aussi large mais plus^troite, sert aux 
feinmes. Dans un angle de cbacune de ces salles, sur un lit 
de camp, les esclaves affect^ de maladies contagieuses sont 
mainteniis, chaque sexe dans la salle respective ; viennent 
ensuite deux chambres prises sur la largeur du b&timent, 
dont Tune est consacree aux femmes k coucher, et d'^autres 
aux maladies qui donnent de Tinqui^tude ; ces deux salles 
ne sont separees de chez moi que par vne cloison en garnis. 
Les salles des bommes, comme celles des femmes, sont gar- 
nies de lits, deves de trois pieds environ ; sur ces lits on 
intend des paillasses bien fournies que distribue le nnagasinier ; 
k Tentree de chaque malade, on lui donnei une couverture, un 
oreiller, et toute sa fourniture d'^hopital. 

La salle des accouchemens a de plus que les autres, un 
lit garni pour chaque femme avec paillasses, matelas, draps, 
mousticaire, &c. ; on donne a tout nouveau ne une layette 
complete, et k Taccouchee deux pieces de toile bleue de 
Surate, et deux pieces de toile blanche : d^s le jour de ses 
couches, elle regoit pour son enfant (a elle k en disposer sui- 
vant son gre), une ration enti^re de vivres, comme si dejk il 
trayaillait. 

Tous les matins, apres ma visite, les vivres de Thdpital 
etmeht soumis k mon inspection ; ils ^taient cuits dans Pen- 
ceinte meme, les malades auraient bien su m'avertir s'il y 
avail eu de la fraude. On cuisait aussi dans cette mdme en- 
ceinte, et tous les jours, de vastes marmites de soupe grasse, 
qui etait un surplus a la ration des noirs, et dont la qualite 
etait telle qu'il en fut servi sou vent sur la table des pro- 
pn^taires, qui y donnaient Toeil eux-mSmes, et chez lesquels 
je prenais mes repas. 

Dans mon cabinet etait Parmoire des m^dicamens que je 
soignais moi-mSme, et dans laquelle je renfermais mes jour- 
naux; j'y avais r^uni tous les appareils imaginables, et 
je pouvais obvier a tous les accidents chirurgicaux qui 
peuvent fetre prevus : mes fonctions, pendant les six ans 
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que je restai a Belombre furent toujoors tr^s^ctives ; jamais 
je n^ai manqu^ un jour k ines visites, et j^ai conserve le respect 
et ramour des noirs de ce bien, et de tout le quartier : ils 
ne m'oublieront jamais. 

II est inoui combien de machines diverses furent import^s 
k Belombre d^Angleterre, pour y perfectionner ragricultare ; 
combien de charrues, de semoirs, de moulins divers, de 
herses, pompes, et outils de toutes sortes, et de toute dimen- 
sion. 

Les propri^taires y firent venir des troupeaux nombreux 
de boeufs et d^dnes ; ils y etablirent un haras servi par des 
^talons d^Arabie, les plus bellesjuniensd'Angleterrey furent 
amends. Ges Messieurs qui ne r^pugnaient a aucune 
d^pense pourvu que la sante des noirs fiit entretenue, 
m''i|vaient appoint^ particuliferement pour rester sur Be- 
lombre (sans pourtant mMmposer Tobligation de renoncer k 
exercer mon ^tat dansle quartier, oil maclientelle s^^tefndait 
au loin). J^^tais tenu de faire mes deux visites par jour, etde 
coucher sur T^blissement. Je visitais les vivres au magasin, 
riz, mais, viandes, poissons, manioc, afin qu^il ne ffit rien 
^istribu^ de mauvais. Je fesais conduire, tous les huh jours 
h la mer, toute ma troupe de noirs, afin quails s^y baignas- 
sent : et, tous les six mois, je fesais une inspection g^^rale 
et individuelle de tout le monde, pour d^couvrir les maladies 
secretes oii cacfades. 

Air pied du ooteau sur lequel le camp est b&ti, se trourait 
rahden h6pital, sur un sol humide, et qui elevait des vapeurs 
dans la nuit; je craignais qu^il ne ffit insalubre et le fit d6- 
placer en 1818 pour le b&lir sur le penchant oppos^ du 
eoteau dans un espace bien a^^, sec, Aev6y et de Teaii iraate, 
oti il existe toujours depuis ; c^est celui dont j^ai parl^ ptus 
baut. Jamais on a h^it^ k tn^acoorder tobt oe que j^ai pu 
d^mander pour ce qui regardait Tassainisaement du camp^ la 
commodity des cases, les vetements, les habitudes des noirs, 
&c.; les magasins. se sont remplis des efteta voidus des 
regimens pour les vetir ; des cargaisons de toiles bleues et 
blanches se sont consommes pour leur entretien ; on &vorisait 
leurs jeux et leurs danses ; on acheta pour les feur donner, 
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tous les instrumens de musique de kurs di verses natipQs, 
oay joi^it 1<^$ instrumens d'Europe^ de telle sorte-qpe touff. 
les geores de diverussemens joyeux et rmsoonables, leur 
fui^nt facilit^s el meme suscites. Je trouve daosle journal, 
sous la date du 21 Mars, 18S1 : — ^^ paye trois fHastres, k up 
soldat du poste, pour racommoder un bignoux.**^ 

lie vio, le paiu, le lait, et tout ce qui pouvait etre habi- 
tuellement h^ssaire a un hopital, y fut toujours en abon- 
danoe. 

Un ordreparfait etait etabli sur le bien; line regularite 
acriipuleuse presidait a tout ; aussi les punitions y ^taient- 
elles pfesque inutiles, et des lors tr^s-^ares; jamais leur 
severite ne mit aucun noir dans le cas d^avoir besoin de 
inoi;-*'-^un esprit de corps avait r^uni peu-jt peu tous ces 
hommes. lis ^taient bien, et voyaient une difference dans 
leur situation presente et leur situation pass^; comment 
aurment-ils m^connus la marcfae quHls avaient k suivre, sur- 
tout quand elle leur ^tait montree si doucement et avec tant 
de seduction pour eux. 

Le camp n^etut plus suffisant pour tous ces noirs acquis 
depuis deux ans, les cases etaient inegales ; plac^es qk et la 
oonfusement et vieilles; alors M. Lesage, qui passait a 
Belombre le terns de la convalescence p^nible des fievres de 
marais^ qull avait contractus durant sa mission aupr^s du 
Roi de Madagascar, M. Lesage, dis-je, se chargea de tracer 
un nouveau camp; nous primes le meilleur emplacement 
que nous pdmes trouver ; tout le long de la c6te du coteau^ 
une large route fut trac^ au milieu, et de chaque cot^ un 
oourant d^eau fut dirig^ ; les cases furent places k une ^gale 
distance. Tune de Tautre, par groupes de quatre faces sur 
quatre de profoiideur de chaque c6t^; on divisa chaque 
groupe par les rues de traverses, et on laissa entre ces 
groupes une large place avec une pi^e d^eau au miUeu. Ce 
camp, ou village, fut projete jusqu^au bord de la mer, dont il 
' ne fut $6paT6 que par le chemin public. Les cases en furent 
toutes construites sur le mSme modele et peintes k la chaux ; 
elles se partageoient en deux pieces ^gales, dont Tune fut 
pourvue d^un lit et quelques ustensiles ; aloriS on fit venir 
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des cocos de mer pour en distribuer a tout le monde, il en 
arriva un chargement ;-— des arbres furent soigneusement 
planit^s des deux c6t^s de la grande rue, et aussi dans les 
rues de traverse et ils ont tr^s-bien r^ussi. Ce fut 1^ raffaire 
de M. Lesage ; il surveilliut en meme terns les chamies. 

La maison ^tait le rendez-vous de tout le quartier ; Phos- 
pitalit^ y ^tmt gen^reuse, libre, et franche; les reunions 
joyeuses et toiis les agr^mens vous y etaient offerts. On y 
afBuait du Fort-Louis meme, malgre P^oignement et les 
mauvais chemins : il est peu de personnes respectables dans 
la colonic qui n^y aienf ^te aocueillie»avec amiti^ et une noble 
distinction. * 

' Durant les six annees que j'ai pass^es dans ce beau bien, 
la tranquillity n'y fut jamais troublee ; \ky notre existence se 
passait calme et sans secousse. 

II fut amene k Belombre, et k diverses reprises, un nom- 
bre de ces malbeureux apprentifs, epuises et moribonds, 
dont personne ne voulait se charger, qui perissaient en quan^ 
tite et dont souvent plusieurs mouraient sur la Sainte 
Ampoule^ dans le trajet seulement du Port-Louis k Belombre : 
-^ils y etaient envoyes par le Gouvernement qui ne savait 
qu^en fure ; et par une humanity pour eux qui nuisit aux 
associes de Belombre, ces apprentifs trainaient long-tems une 
ch^tive existence, beaucoup perissaient de nostalgic, ou de 
dyssenteries, quelques-uns se relevaient a force de soins, et 
renaissaient k la vie : — ^il faut avoir vu ces malbeureux noirs 
maigres, decbarn^s, n^ayant que le souffle, abandonnes k la 
charite et aux bons soins de M. Telfair, m^decin lui-meme* 

Les .maladies du reste qui ont affect^ cet etablissement, 
etaient les memes dans tout le quartier et dans toute la 
colonic, c^etaitles flux-de-sang, les scrophules, les hydrofNsies, 
les maladies nephreuques, les maladies de poitrine, et le 
t^tanos: ces six maladies sont tres-frequentes, et presque 
toujours funestes k Maurice. 

Outre les vivres donnes en abondance aux noirs de 
Tetablissement, ils ont des jardins quails cultivent avec 
fruit dans leurs dimanches et aux heures de repos quails 
appellent hreloques ; ils ont une peche abondante aux flam- 
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beaux dans leurs soirees : ils eleven! tons des pores, poules 
et canards, et leurs pares sont fails par Tetablissement : — 
leurs enfans sont instruits k une ^le k la Lancaster,, qui 
prosp^e jusqu^sl present, et une meilleure moralite leur 
apprend k gagner et a conserver, ce qui tend k les rendre de 
plus en plus heureux et interessans pour leurs maitres. 



No. 66. 

Letter to Mr. Telfair from M. W. Clakk, late 
Colour-Serjeant^ dated Port-Louis f Nov. 4^ 1829^ 

Having read No. 44 of the Anti-Slavery Monthly 
Reporter y wherein you are accused of behaving to the Slaves 
at Belombre with cruelty, I beg to inform you that I arrived 
in this colony in 1819, was soon after stationed at Jacote, and 
was constantly in the habit of visiting Belombre, and I never 
saw any cruelty ; on the contrary, the Slaves appeared to be 
contented, and I was surprised to see the difference between' 
that estate and other estates. I went to a habitation a little 
distance off, where the Slaves were at work on Sunday ; I 
observed to the master, who was standing by, that your 
Slaves were not treated in that manner ; he replied, that 
your indulgence would be the ruin of the Slaves. 

I often heard the late Captain Field (who commanded at 
the post of Jacot^, and who seldom passed a day without 
visiting Belombre) say, that a great deal of jealousy existed 
among the proprietors of other habitations, who did not 
approve of the manner in which your Slaves were treated, 
and who remarked that it would never be to your advantage. 

I have likewise to add, that if any cruelty had been used 
towards the Slaves it could not have been kept secret from 
Captain Field, who would immediately have reported the 
same. 
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No. 67. 

Extract qf a Letter to Mr. Telfaie^^oiw 

Remono, Esq., Solicitor^ dated Part-Louis, 
October 8, 1889. 

Quant a moi qui ai s^journ^ maintes fois it Belombre, 
je dirai que vou8 avez, par votre exemple, guide et encou- 
rage les ameliorations qui ont rendu le sort des noirs aus^ 
doux qu^il Test maintenant. Examinant avec Monsieur 
Smith, le Grand Juge, que j^accompagnais, les moindres 
details de Tadministration de votre bien, nous applaudisinon* 
a votre prevoyance, et aux soins donnes aux femmes, aux 
enfans, et aux vieillards. Partout, je Taffirmerai sous ser- 
ment, on reconnaissait la sollicituded^un bon p^re de famille, 
et V06 esclaves appliques it un travail mod^re, etaient trait^ 
avec douceur. Monsieur Smith etait, on le sait, d^une 
grande sev^rite de principes sur ce qui concernait la condi- 
tion des esclaves, et certainement il ne fut pas dem^ure 
votre ami, si vous eussiez pratique des sentimens opposes 
aux siens. 



No. 68. 

Extracts of a Letter from Captain Davis, qf His 
Majesty's S2nd Raiment, to Mr. Telfair, dated 
Grand-Biver South East, November 18, 1829* 

As I was resident in your neighbourhood from the be^ 
ginning of November 1822, till January 182S, while in 
command of the military post at Jacot^, and, dicing that 
period, a frequent visitor at Belombre, I beg ip offer « hyr 
remarks oii what I observed, as far as I can recollect {tfler 
such a lapse of dme. 
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On passing through the village, or campy I observed 
Slaves, of all ages, sitting about their doors, especially on 
Sunday afternoons, with every appearance of content and 
comfort. I never observed any appearance of wretchedness 
or suffering in any of the groups. 

The male Slaves were well clothed, I think invariably 
with blue cotton troWsers and shirts, and the female Slaves 
were always decently clad. 

I have frequently seen the Slaves at work in the mantl- 
factory and in the fields, during which I never observed 
them taking food, or any thing that could give me an idea 
that they were working and taking a meal at the same time. 

The generality of both male and female Slaves appeared 
robust and healthy, capable of performing laborious work, 
and to do their work cheerfully. 

In all my visits to Belombre, I never witnessed the inflie- 
tion of any punishment, nor any appearance of its having 
been inflicted. In the school of Belombre I noticed a num- 
ber of children, all of whom were well dressed, and had a 
pleasing and happy appearance. 

I visited the hospital several times, which was a good 
sized building, apart from the other dwellings, and sur- 
rounded by a pallisade. I have been there in c(»np«ny 
with Mr* William Telfair, and Dr. Gumming of the mili- 
tary post. The former I observed made particular inquiries 
of the health of each individual, and appeared very attentive 
to their comforts. 

After these few remarks, I cannot but observe that it is 
astonishing to me that so many strangers, private individuals 
as^well as officers of both navy and army, should have been 
so frequently and hospitably invited to Belombre, if the 
cruelties mentioned in the anonymous charges were things of 
common occurrence. For my part I never heard any vintors 
make any allusion to such occurrences. 
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No. 69. 

Extract frmii a Letter to Mr. Telfair, ^row 
Mr. PcGiN, dated October 26, 1829. 

Monsieur Charles Telfair, — Quels sont done les vils 
miserables qui peuvent vous inculper, d'^une mani^re aussi 
atroce, en vous accusant de cruaut^, de famine, de massacre, 
&€., &c. J'ai rhonneur de vous connaitre, sous tous les 
rapports de Phonneur et de la vertu, que vous avez toujours 
professes, conjointement avec votre excellente epouse, qui 
donnait ses soins a Pinstruction des enfans de votre &ole de 
Belombre, et qui veiUait sur eux, et ainsi que vous, avec le 
plus tendre int^r^t et la plus douce humanite : et pcMir rd- 
compense, des monstres inf;&mes«.osent vous accuser de crimes 
qui font fremir. 

Dans le temps, j'ai eu connaissance de votre bel etablisse- 
ment de Belombre, et des nombreuses commodit^s dont il 
^tait couvert, pour pouvoir venir aux secours des malheu- 
reux. Je puis jurer devant Dieu, que vous vous etes 
toujours comporte k ma connaissance, avec honneur, justice, 
et parfaite humanite envers vos noirs; que la cote vous 
foumissait toujours pour eux de bons et excellens poissons, 
&c., &c., &c. Enfin, que vous les avez toujours trait^s 
en bon p^re de famille, avec douceur et vraie humanite, en 
leur procurant de bons logemens, de bons jardins, une bonne 
ecole, de bons vetemens, avec up bon chirurgien, &c. &c. 



No. 70. 

Extracts from a Letter to Mr. Telfair, j^o»* J. H. 
Vaughan, Esq., Secretary to the Chief Judge^ 
dated Port^Louis, October 5, 1829. 

In November, 1823, I first visited Belombre, and re- 
mained, with little interruption, until January following; 
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Amongst other matters the treatment of the Slaves engaged 
much of my attention. 

With respect to the clothing of the Blacks, I happened to 
be present at the half-yearly distribution on the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1824, and I can speak positively as to its sufficiency, 
considering the climate. It was the blue cotton cloth of 
Bengal ; I believe the same as that supplied to the Govern- 
ment Blacks at the period. 

During my residence of nearly three months at Belombre 
I do not recollect to have heard of a single instance of pu- 
nishment, and, I believe, that punishments were rare ; and 
that when they did occur they were administered without 
any circumstances of cruelty. Besides, I remember that 
one of the regulations was, never to punish for the first 
offence. 

The moral and religious improvement of the Slave was 
daily attended to. All the children, and many of the adults, 
were instructed in the first principles of the Christian 
religion, reading, writing, and arithmetic, and the whole 
establishment attended divine service on Sundays. Indeed 
it is but just to remark, that the school at Belombre, while 
it excited much admiration on the part of those who, like 
yourself, feel that the most effectual mode of meliorating the 
condition of the Slave is to instil into his mind the true 
principles of virtue and religion. Its establishment drew 
down some animadversion on the proprietor, who, from 
motives of humanity, had first dared to make so great a 
stride towards removing the intellectual darkness in which 
a great proportion of the Slave population had so long 
continued. 
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Extracts of a Letter from J. Alexander, Esq., 
Chi^ of the OrdnoMce Department^ dated Port- 
Idmie, MamrHiue^ October 17, 18S9. 

It is now nearly twenty-five years since I first became 
acquainted with cdooiai proper^, aa eonoeeted with the 
West Indies. I am aware of the many slandenms^ itl- 

founded, and malicious reports that have been circulated to 
their prejudice, similar to those which have appeared in the 
AntuSUtvery Monthly Reporter^ No. 44, relative to this 
island, the intemperance and absurdity of which, had you 
not been personally referred to, I could have wished you to 
have treated, as they deserve, with silent contempt 

Pity for the poor African ! pity for the poor Slave ! has, 
in too many instances, I fear, superseded that pity, which, 
if in true christian charity it had been bestowed upon the 
poor peasants of our own country, might have saved many a 
family from ruin. 

On my arrival in Antigua in 1804, I was possessed of 
those feelings .which may be considered as innate in most 
Englishmen. I had rejoiced with many others at the 
termination of a traffic that I had been taught to believe 
inhuman. The Slave Trade ;^ and, like the majority of 
Buxtons of the present day, was disposed to speak, and to 
think of Slavery and dealing in Slaves as the same thing. 
I did not, however, continue long in such a deluded state. 
The first Sabbath was sufiicient to remove prejudice from 
my mind; I was induced to go to the Moravian and 
Wesleyan chapels, and if ever I experienced an intellectual 
joy, surpassing every other, it was at the unexpected sight 
of many hundreds of those whom I had ever considered as 
most unhappy beings in the enjoyment of the same privi- 
leges that I from my infancy had been taught to appreciate, 
especially in keeping holy the Sabbath day. 

A residence from 1804 till 1809, in a public situation, 
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uninfluenced by the many changes that took place in the 
value of Colonial property, gradually confirmed me in the 
knowledge that a good Slave was, in every respect, as well 
if not better off than the labourer of my own country ; that 
the feelings I had heretofore possessed were as erroneous 
in principle as they were in fact, and that I had read my 
Bible to but little purpose, not to have understood, that a 
state of Slavery had beeij.very nearly co-existent with time 
itself. 

On my arrival in this island, aftar a lapse of years^ I was 
reintroduced to a society similar to that I bad left at 
Martinique. During my first tcNir, in the month of June 
IS^, I remained at Belombre part of two days ; I had the 
pleasure of receiving every communication relative to its 
economy, and I was happy to have ocular demonstration, 
on the folk>wing day, of the accuracy of what had been 
commumcsted to me. If the united wisdom of Wilberforce 
and Buxton had been consulted to make an estate happy 
the illustration was to be found at Belombre, which proved 
the anxiety of the owner to do his duty to God, and to his 
fellow creatures — the Slaves ! ! ! 

I have been twice at Bon Espoir, when under the charge 
of your brother Mr. W. Telfair, and I had the pleasing 
satisfaction of seeing the same system under operation as at 
Belombre ; the principal feature of which was the comfort 
of the Slave. 

Aware as I am, that the system upon which you have 
conducted your sugar establishments, was, at its commence- 
ment, ori^nal; and knowing as I do, that an invidious 
feeling did, for a considerable time, exist on that account, I 
might have been surprised that it should have fallen to your 
. individual lot to sudtlun the character of a champion against 
the party that has made war with you, and that such party 
should be the philanthropists of the day. Rather should 
I have thought that the Buxtonian philosophy would have 
been on your ode. No ! that would not answer the ulterior 
tibjeot which the editor of the AnH-Slaveri/ Manihk^ Re- 
porter B^d his coadjutors have in view. They have, how- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



224 

ever, for their own cause, been v6ry unfortunate in singling 
out you, and quoting Belombre in confirmation of what 
they would wish people to believe of the Mauritius at large. 

The only observations I consider necessary to make on 
the AntUSlavery Monthly Reporter j No. 44, are the fol- 
lowing : — 

Firstf That it is a pamphlet replete with misrepresentation ; 
Second^ that its aim is to libel the^ponstitution of the Mauri- 
tius, and to reflect discredit upon the Government at home ; 
Thirdj that the statements made upon the Belombre, in 
confirmation of what the said Reporter has said of the treat- 
ment of Slaves at the Mauritius, are false. 

My former prejudices have not been softened down by 
benefits resulting from my connection with sugar estates, for 
I have never, directly or indirectly, been concerned with 
them. I differ from the general opinion, from a conviction 
that there is not that unhappiness inherent in Slavery which 
is imagined. God forbid that I should not be able to form 
a just estimate of the privileges I inherit as a British subject ; 
but rather than become the slave of a faction, the dupe of 
a party, to give aid and support to publications like No. 44 
of the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter^ I would prefer to 
be a Slave on the Belombre estate. 



No. 72. 

Extracts of a Letter from Patrick Salter, Esq. 
Acting Registrar of Slaves. 

SLAVE REOISTBY OFFICE. 

Port-Louis i September 7, 18^. 
I have perused with horror, indignation, aiid utter con- 
tempt, an attack that has been made upon you in No. 44 of 
the Anti^Slavery Monthly Reporter, as it appeared in the 
Oriental Herald for last March ; and I cannot conceive How 
any human being could * have penned' such extraordinary 
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niisrepreseDtations — such bold and glaring falsehoods— so vile 
a lihel upon your '* good name.'' 

Indeed, I feel it incumbent on me to declare, solemnly, 
my perfect conviction, that never was any individual so deeply 
injured by an abuse of the liberty of the Press. 

I declare to God I never heard of such cruelties as these 
alluded to in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, at Belombre, nor 
on any other estate of the colony. I have never been at 
Belombre, but I have frequendy visited another of your 
estfites, Bon Espoir, and I have resided there for some days 
at a time ; and, assuredly, I have been delighted with the 
appearance of peace, contentment, and^ happiness, displayed 
in the smiling faces of the Slaves. They were well housed, 
well fed, and well clothed ; and their labour was executed by 
tasks, wiiich being easily accomplished by the greater part, 
time was left for amusement in the afternoons and evenings. 

I have often heard complaints against you for pampering 
and spoiling your Slaves, and thus giving a bad example to 
those on the neighbouring estates ; but, for the first time, 
and from Londony I have learnt of your neglect of, and 
cruelty to your people. 

For the last nineteen years, whilst endeavouring honestly 
and honourably to advance your fortune, your favourite 
object, your hobby, has been the melioration of the Slave 
population of the Mauritius, by the adoption of excellent 
regulations upon your plantations — ^by the institution of 
schools — and by instructions in the principles of morality 
and religion. 

I have heard nothing of your vices or your crimes^ but 
much of your kind treatment, parental care, and genuine 
philanthropy, towards your Slaves. In a word, I have 
always understood that your estates were models for the 
imitation of the friends of the Negro. 
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No. 78. 



Ea!tracts qf a Letter to Mr. Telfaie, Jrwh G. A. 
Wantzloeben, dated Nwember 30, 1829. 

La haute reputation dont jouissiut cette propri^t^, m^anima 
du desir de la connaitre : j'j fus en 1820, et rien ne me parut 
au-dessous de Tid^ que je m^en ^tais faite. — Je trouvai les 
esclaves bien vetus, parfaitement nourris, tous paraissant 
dispose au travafl, et revenant de leur ouvrage en diantant, 
comme cela se pratique gen^ralement parmi eux, quand ik 
sont satisfaits et heureux ; les jeunes enfans des deux sexes 
employ^ k des travaux legers, uniquement pour ne pas les 
laisser dans Toisivete ; ainsi qu^it T^ard des vieillards. 

Les hopitaux ont atUre mon attention particuli^re : la 
propret6 et Tordre m^ritent d^etre cites ; la pharmacie bien 
pourvue en medicamens ; le mddedn attach^ k cet etablis- 
aement avait sont logement sur les lieux, et ^tait assist^ de 
personnes tr^s-entendues ; les visites se faisaient reguUere- 
ment et trois fois par jour. 

Quoique habitue d^s mon en£uice k voir sous les yeux des 
esclaves fort bien traites, dans toute Pacceptation du mot, je 
ne puis pas m^empecher de reoonnaitre que tout k Belombre 
m'a sembie Stre am^ore sous le rapport de ce qui est par- 
ticulier k Tesclavage. Le camp des noirs, par exemple, est-il 
posssible de lien voir de plus scHgnd, de mieux b&ti, de plus 
propre ? — Chaque esclave qui possMe soit des volailles, des 
pores ou autres bestiaux, k la permisaon de les tenir pres de 
at demeure et sous sa surveillance ; chaque chef de famille a 
k sa disposition autant de tene qu^il pent cultiver, pour 
subvenir aux besoins des siens. 

Pendant le s6jour d^un mois que j^id fedt it Belombre, ^ 
n^ai jamais entendu prof^rer une seule plainte soit du pro* 
pri^taire ou r^gisseur contre les noirs, soit les noirs oontre 
Tune de ces personnes, ni meme aucune plainte ni querelle 
entre les noirs eux-memes. 
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No. 74. 

Ecctraet of a Letter from Lieutenant Maetindale 
to Mr. Telfair, dated Pawder-MiUs, 1829. 

• From the situation I held in the Department of Roads and 
Bridges I was forced to go frequently in your district, and 
have resided several days together at Belombre, and always 
considered that estate was well and humanely conducted, 
that the Blacks were well used, were not over-worked, that 
their food was good and whcdesome, and that they had no 
just cause of complaint. ITour general character stands so 
high, that it appears absurd diat your humanity should be 
even doubted, v 



No. 75. 

Extract of a Letter from Robert Mac Farlane» 
Esq., to C. Telfair, Esq., dated Port^Lauis^ 
October 19, 1829. 

Since the year 182S, I have vioted Belombre once, but 
oftener twice a year, and remained there one or two days on 
each occasion ; and I remarked, that the system of ipanage- 
ment upon the estate was altogether the most perfect, in 
my opinion, that could be adopted. I have observed Uiat 
the Bljocks^ provi^ns were of good quality, and abundant, 
as their £^pearasce aaffioendy proved-^they were well 
i:k^hed «^ theur huts were comfbrtdble-^tfaey had their 
poultry md pigtH^rand they appeared to be satisfied and 
happy. I visited the school, and was surprised at the grwt 
number of children ]»esent, many of tl^em of an age fit for 
work, aiid who certainly would on most other estates have 
been at the hoe. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S28 



No. 76. 



Declaration qf Jean Louis Tutour, Commander 
of the Belombre Boats, dated Port-Louis, 1829. 

Moi, Jean Louis Tutour, d&lare par le present, que je 
suis entr^ en 1818 au service de Tetablissement Belombre, 
comme patron du chasse-maree la Sainte AmpotUe, jauge k 
quatorze tonneaux, et que j^ai continue k commander ce 
bateau jusqu'^en 1822. Api:es la vente dudit bateau, j'ai pris 
le coromandement de la.goelette la Jeune Laure, du brick les 
Trcis Frires, de la goelette VJdMe, et du chasse-maree la 
Virginie, jusqu^en 1827. Pendant tout ce terns, ces bateaux 
furent constamment occupes k transporter les produits de 
Belombre au Port-Louis, et rapportant audit etablisseipent, 
des machines, m^caniques, moulins, fers, outils, charrettes 
et toute esp^ce d^objets de ce genre; mais principalement 
des provi^ons, telles que riz, viande et poisson sale, pour la 
consommation des esclaves de Tetablissement 

Belombre n^a jamais eu d^autres bateaux que ceux ci-dessus 
designes et command^ par moi. 

. J^atteste ^galement, que les.vivres ci-dessus mentionn^s 
etaient plus que suffisans pour Tapprovisionnement des noirs. 
Le riz ^tait de Bengale ou de Batavia, et jamais celui de 
Madagascar ; il fut toujours livre par moi aux magasins de 
Belombre et conform^ment aux envois et re^us, et n'^a jamais 
jete employ^ qua pour Tusage des esclaves et gens dudit 
etablissement. 

J^atteste aussi avoir transport^, de temps eu temps, et 
annuellement au Port*Louis,d^apr^sle8ordre8du Gouveme- 
ment, pour Tinspection de la Douane, les noirs apprentis 
confies k Belombre, et les avoir rapport^ audit Etablisse- 
ment, apr^s rinspection qui en avait ete faite, et que je rCai 
jamais pris a mon bord, ni dibarqv^, aacun noir nouveau 
pour Belombrey ou pour d'autres biens ni pour persorme. 

J^affirme aussi que les maisons des noirs de Belombre 
etaient les meiUeurs que j'ai vues sur aucun- autre ^tablisse- 
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ment dans Tile, pour des gens de cette classe. Elles etaient 
bien conditionn^s ettres-closes, pburvusde tons les objets 
necessaires a leurs besoins, et ceux de leiir famille, et enfih 
une aisance que bien des pauvres gens que je connais en 
Europe ne possedent pas. 

Je declare aussi n^avoir jamais vu ni entendu dire qull 
existait ou avait existed, a Belombre, des punitions severes. 
Les esclaves etaient obeissans, ils etaient seulement troubles, 
de temps en temps, par les convicts, et les surveillants blancs 
desdits convicts, ou par les soldats du regiment qui portaient 
Thabit a revers, et parement pompadour. Ces soldats etaient 
tr^s-desordonnes et querelleurs. 

Je rappellerai ici leurs conduites a la passe Saint Martin, 
lorsqu^l s'^y est noye un homme, ils etaient tons souls et 
voulaicnt meme s'*opposer a ce que Ton porte les derniers 
secours a ce malheureux. 



No. 77. 

Extracts of a Letter to Mr. Telfair, j^o«» Lieu- 
tenant B, Stehelin, dated Port-Louis, MaU' 
ritiuSy October 22, 1829- 

The statement contained in the 44th Number of the 
Anti- Slavery Monthly Reporter , respecting the condition 
of the Slaves at Belombre, appears to me to be at variance 
with their treatment in the months of April, May, and 
June, 1827, during which time I was officially employed at 
Jacote. 

The Blacks at Belombre appeared cheerful and happy. 
Their huts, which were in good repair, were built of logs, 
on each dde of the public road leading to Jacote, with a 
neatly-constructed open canal of clear clean water running 
on one side. They were allowed to rear pigs and poultry, 
which I have bought from them ; and the house at Belombre 
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tras supplied with stock from this scmrce^ Mr. Forster p^kyng 
a fair price for their things, as an encouragement to good 
behaviour and industry. 



No. 78. 

Declaration of ViRiEUX, Esq., Fice-Presu 

dent of the Court of Appeal, and Ancien 'Pro- 
cureur-du-Boi, dated Port-Louis, September 15, 
1829. 

Je soussign^, Ancien Procureur-G^nA^ du Roi, charg^ 
en cette qualite, k diverses epoques, de la police generate de 
rjle Maurice, et actuellement Vice-Pr&ident de la Cour 
d^Appel, certifie que mieux place que personne par la nature 
des fonctions qui m'^etaient confines, pour connaitre parfaite- 
ment le regime des esclaves sur chacune des habitations 
de cette colonic, quVncore qu^il «e soit presente des cas 
Qi^ certains maitres auraient cxerce des actes inhumains a 
regard de leurs esclaves, ces cas ont et^ extremement rares, 
et ont et^ punis s^v^rement, conformement aux lois, et 
qu'il est impossible de ne pas reconnattre, sans la plus grande 
injustice, qull nVxiste pas de colonic oi^ le regime des 
esclaves soit, en g^n^l, plus huinaiti et plus paternel. 

ie certifie, aprfis av<rir lu le 44*« Num^i^o de VAfUi^Slavcfy 
Reporter i qtle ce ti^est pas sans la plus profotide indignation, 
que j^ai vu le tableau rtsv^tatit et perfide du ti^itement que 
le propri^taire de fielombre aurait souflfert qu'*on introduce 
sur ce bien envers les esclaves qui y ^taient attaches : que les 
d^Udls que ce tableau renferme, sont des calomnies out- 
rageantes, qui prennent ^videmitient leur source dans I'lQten- 
ti<Hi malveillante etcoupable de porter atteinte aux sentimens 
g^^ux, qui forment le oaract^re distinctif sous lequel 
Mottsieur Charles Telfair n^ pas cess^ de se montrer :— 

Qu'^il n^existe point k Maurice une habitation ou les 
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esclaves aient ete traites tant en jsante qu'^en maUdie, avec 
plus de soin, avec plus d^humanite qu'k Belombre :— 

Je certifie, que la nourriture des esclaves etait saine et 
abondante a Belombre ; que les esclaves etaient loges con- 
venablement, et dans des cases separees ; quails etaient vStus 
et habilles aux frais du mattre^ et jouissaient des heures 
accord6e$ par les lois pour leur repos, dans les intervalles du' 
travail, dent la duree n^a jamais excede le temps que les 
r^glements determtnent : — 

Je certifie, en outre, que les chatiments n''ont jamais ete 
administres aux esclaves de Belombre que rarement, et 
toujours avec menagement, et la plus grande discretion: 
les details de YJnti-Slavery Monthly Reporter a Pegard des 
punitions infligees k Belombre, sont trop degoutants et trop 
mensongers, pour qu^il soit pris la peine de les refuter ; il 
doit suflire d^observer que les habitants de cette colonie, 
depuis trop long temps calomni^s, se boment a opposer 
le m^pris a une accusation aussi vile et d^autant plus repre- 
hensible, qu'elle est dirigee oontre un colon respectable qui a 
su se coneilier leur estime et leur attachement. 

Enfin, je dois it la v^rite d^attester, que Belombre a 
dfert k Maurice le premier exemple d^une institution oon- 
sacree en faveur des esckves, k la morale et a la religion. 
C^est sur ce bien que Monsieur Charles Telfair avait etabli 
une ^le, suivant le syst^e de Lancaster, dans laquells 
les esclaves se rendaient journellement et en grand nombre, 
pour recevoir les salutaires lemons qui, en adoucissant leurs 
moeurs et changeant leurs habitudes vicieuses, devaient 
concourir a les rendre mseiUeurs et plus heureux. 



No. 79. 

Extracts of a Letter Jrom Hyacinthe Portalis, 
Esq., Substitut du Procureur-du-Roi, dated 
Port-Louis, October 22, 1829. 

Les fonctions de Proeureur-du-Rdi, .qui je remplis depuis 
long-tems, sous le titre de Substitut du Procureur-General 
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du Koiy m^ont fait un devoir de surveiller d^une manicre 
particuli^re le regime des diverses habitations de cette co- 
lonie, surtout en ce qui conceme les esclaves, pour pouvoir 
poursuivre ceux des habitants qui s'^rteraient des regies 
prescrites par les lois ; et depuis dix-neuf ans que cette 
colonie est au pouvoir de la Grande^Bretagne, je dois 
att ester que je n^ai vu que tr^s-peu de cas de punitions 
excessives et inhumaines k poursuivre, comnie accusateur 
public ; et je viens pourtant de lire avec surprise et indigna- 
tion dans un Journal, intitule AntuSlavery Monthly Re^ 
porter^ No. 44, une accusation contre les habitants de cette 
colonie, et particuli^rement contre vous, si atroces et si men- 
song^res, quHl ne m^est pas permis de garder le silence, et 
de ne pas rendre hommage k la verite oculaire, par mes 
fr^uents voyages et sejours a Belombre, de ce qui s^y 
passait. Je dois d^larer hautement, que bien loin d^avoir 
jamais ^te t^moin a Belombre d^actes qui puissent blesser 
Phumanit^, qu^il m^en ait ete jamais denonce, en ma qualite 
d^homme public : c^est k Belombre que j^ai vu naitre et 
s'ameliorer ce regime paternel pour les esclaves que le 
Gouvernement desirait voir s^etablir dans la colonie. C'est 
sous votre direction, qu^a cette habitation, j'ai vu la nourri- 
ture des esclaves s'^augmenter, des r^glemens sages s'etablir 
pour leurs heures de travail et de repos, pour leurs v&temens, 
et pour la correction a infliger ; c^est sous votre administra* 
tion que j^ai vu s^^tablir a Belombre une ecole, et y inspirer 
aux esclaves des sentimens religieux. 

Je dois certifier, que j^ai vu avec plaisir Texemple que 
vous donniez sur Belombre, suivi par vos voisins et par 
les autres habitants, et que ces ameliorations qui sont votre 
ouvrage, jointes ^ Pintroduction dans cette colonie des betes 
de traits et des boeufs, ont singuli^rement adouci ce que les 
travaux des esclaves pouvaient avoir de plus dur. 
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No. 80. 



Extracts ofaLetterJrom J. Coudkay, Esq. Rector 
of the Royal College^ Port-Louis, dated a f Ami- 
tie, lie Maurice, le 20 Octohre, 1829. 

Vous devez, nion cher Monsieur, vous rappeler que MM. 
Pitot, d'Argentelle, Geneve et moi, nous faisions un voyage 
d'observateurs, autour de la colonie, trois ans aprfes Tincendie 
du Fort-Louis, et un mois avant le choUra-morbus qui 
ravagea la colonic en 1819* Je connaissais dejk voire habi- 
tation : up parent de ma femme en etait propri^taire, lorsque 
je la visitai il y a 27 ans. Quelle difference ofirait B^lombre 
h cette seconde epoque ill A men arriv^ en 1802 c'etait 
une pauvre ferme delabree, dont la maison de maitre ^tait 
seule en bon ^tat, la sucrerie ofFrait Taspect le plus miserable ; 
des usines mal tenues ; des travaux mal dirig^s ; et des 
plantations en mauvais etat ; 2 ou 300 noirs, nuds, sales, et 
mal loges. Combien ma vue se reposa agreablement en 
retrouvant k la place de tant de desordre et de misere, une 
avenue propre, des cours et des jardins soignes, 4 k 500 noirs 
proprement vetus, gais, et bien portans. Je Tis avec satis^ 
faction leurs cases, neuves, bien ferm^s, et bien align^es ; 
un hopital parfaitement tenu, bien aer^ ; du poisson et de la 
volaille pour les malades ; un m^ecin attache k T^tablisse- 
ment ; un missionnaire pour Tinstruction des noirs, et une 
ecole de lecture et d^^riture pour les jeunes esdaves. J^as- 
sistai deux soir^s de suite a la pri^re, qui se fasaitregu- 
li^rement tons les jours. Eh bien ! p^indant les trois jours que 
je "pa^sai avec vous, je n^entendis pas une plainte, pas un cri, 
pas tin coup de fouet, et je vous dirai avec la meme franchise, 
que vos voisins critiquaient am^rement votre philantropie, 
quHls tratment de NegrophiUame. Je vous avouerai aussi, 
que quoique je traitasse avec humanity les noirs attaches au 
College, je blamais ouvertement votre extreme douceur, et 
llndulgence, presque coupable^ de Madame Telfair. Nous 
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trouvions, oes Messieurs et moi, que oe syst^me dHndulgenoc 
excessive ^tait dangereux, non-seulement pour votre habita- 
tion, mais pour les campagnes voisines. 



No. 81. 

Extract of a Declaration made hy Mr. Vincent 
Geoffroy, lately Commandant qf the Savanne^ 
Civil Commissary, Commissary of Police, Deputy 
Registrar, Deputy Guardian and Deputy Pro^ 
tector of Slaves, dated Mahehourgh, October 8, 
1829. 

Je d^lare que^ long-tems avant lesnouvelles lois en faveur 
des esclaves, M. Telfair avait amdior^ la condition des siens, 
sous tous les rapports ; avait pourvu k Tinstruction religieuse 
de tous, et aviut institue des ecoles pour P^ucation des jeunes 
sujets ; et c^est en oeci seulement qu*il a essuy^ les reproches 
de quelques habitants qui, en applaudissant iL ces motifs, en 
trouvcdent Pexdcution prematuree, peut-^tre dangereuse, 
parce qu'^elle incitait les esclaves ^ croire k im affranchisse- 
ment certain et g^n^ral. 



No. 82. 

EsUraets qf a Letter to Mr. Tklfair, Jrom H. 
Adam^ Esq., Jbrmerhf Head Manager qf Bel- 
ombre, and now Merchant, dated Port-Louis, 
October 10, 1829- 

Tai lu avec indignation, dans un pamphlet intitule Anti^ 
Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. 44, les inculpaUons atroces 
que Ton semble se plaire k accumuler contre vous, relative- 
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ment k votre etablissement de Belombre. Ayant 6tk regis* 
seur sur cet etablissement, depuis Deeembre 1819 jusqu'en 
Septanbre 1821, je stus pliis k m^me que peraonne de les 
appr^ier k leur juste valeur ; et quoiquWles soient de nature 
a d^ler k Tobservateur impartial, d^nu^ mSme de la con- 
naissance des lieux, et de la respectabilite de votre caractdre^ 
la haine et le ddsir de nuire qui les out dictdes, je crois de 
mon devoir, quelque puisse 6tre Palt^ration apportee a nos 
relations depuis ce terns, de venir vous declarer que les 
articles contenus dans ledit Numero 44 de Y Anti-Slavery 
Monthly Reporter ^ sur Belombre, ne sont que dW&mes 
calomnies. 

Je vous ai toujours vu guide par un philantropie bien en- 
tendue, vous appliquer k augmeater le bien-Stre physique et 
moral de votre population esclave. ^edification k grands 
frais d^un camp dans un lieu sain et aere; la construction 
de canaux portant Teau courante devant chaque case ; toutes 
les cases alignees peintes et propres ; le mobilier de chaque 
individu compose d'un lit, paillasse, natter couvQrtures de 
laine, m^fmites, cuill^res, vases pour Teau:; et 1^ animaux 
qui entoorent les cases ; tels que vollailes de toutes espeees, 
et cochons ; ^taient pour le voyageur qui traversait Belcnnbre, 
la preu ve incontestable du bo&heur physique de vos noirs. 

L^hopital ^tait un vaste b&titnent au milieu d*une cour 
ferm6e avec ses canaux, cuisines, et d^ndatices. Un 
m^ecin attach^ si Tetablissement, Monsieur Desnoyars, oecu- 
pait une des salles, et le reste ^tait divise en plui»eurs salles. 
Les femmes et les hommes avaient cbacun la kur; une 
salle de bain 4tmt plus loin ; une autre chambre servait au]c 
individus atteints de maladies contagieuses, et une autre 
aux femmes en couche. La pharmade la plus completQ et 
founu^de tous les instrumens de chirutgie, se trouvait dmas un 
des appartemens du m^ecin, qui ^tait oblig^ k tenir, et tenait, 
un livre d^^ital sur lequel les maladies, le genre de maladies, 
les prescriptions joumali^res, et les medicamefts administr^s 
par lui, ^taient exact^nent enregistr^s. La nourriture la 
plus saine, compost de pein^ vin, pois^on, bouiUon, legumes, 
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riis Creole, etiiit fournie aux malades, siiivant les pre< 
scriptions. 

Tbus les enfans sevres etaient sous la surveillance de 
pluaeurs vielles negresses, qui les tenaient propremebt, et 
veiUaient h leur premiere education. Les enfans etaient 
conduits tous les jours k Toffice, au moment de votre diner, 
et recevaient chacun un petit verre de vin et un peu de sucre. 

Les noirs travaillants etaient traites avec la vaeme 
soUicitude paternelle. Tout individu, grand ou petit, 
recevait une livre et demi de ri^ du Bengale, ou deux livres 
de mai's, par jour. Par ce moyen, les chefs de families, 
ayant plus de vivres qu'il n'en fallait pour la nourriture de 
leur famille, composee d^enfans de tous ages, pouvaient 
facilement elever une grande quantity de volailles et de 
cochons, qui servaient a leur procurer mille douceurs, et par 
la vente desquels ils se fesaient un pecule, que j^ai frequem- 
ment vu s^elever a quelques cents piastres chez quelques 
hommes ranges et sobres. 

Outre cette distribution individuelle, il y avait a Thopital 
une grande chaudiere de sucrerie, dans laquelle on fesait 
chaque jour une soupe extremement nourrissante, composee 
de riz, patates, tripans, viande sal^, et de legumes frais du 
jardin. Chaque noir avait la faculty dialler chiique jour k 
midi recevoir une ration de cette soupe dont une ecudle 
etait servie sur votre table. 

Les noirs reoeVaient des vetemens deux fois par an, les 
nourrices recevaient un trousseau oomplet pour leur enfant, 
et de plus, deux pieces de toile bleue, et deux pieces de toile 
blanche, pour elles. 

Les travaux commen§£uent au point du jour, apres la 
pri^re du matin, et cessaient au soleil coucbant, moment de 
la pri^re du soir : on donnait une heure pour di^jeuner, et 
deux heurs pour diner. 

A midi, tous les jeunes Creoles allaient a Tecole pendant 
une heure et demie, et 1^ on leur apprenait a lire, ^crire, et 
calculer, par le proc^e de Tenseignement mutuel : on leur 
apprenait encore k chanter des cantiques. 
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Comment pourrait-on supposer, d'apres tous ces details, 
que celui qui mettait sa jouissance h chercher tous les moyens 
possibles d'*amdiorer la condition de ses noirs, deploySt dans 
les punitions, un caract^re assez atroce et impitoyable, pour 
prendre plaisir a infliger des punitions corporelles barbares, 
et a prolonger les soufiVances du patient par des moyens si 
infames, que le ealomniateur seul peut en etre Tinventeur. 

Les punitions corporelles ont toujours ete tr^s-rares, le 
bloc et la prison ont toujours suffi pour maintenir une bonne 
discipline parmi vos heureux ateliers, dont une grande 
portion du peuple de nos villes Europeenes envierait le sort. 
Si, quelquefois, on fut obligd de punir corporellement, ce ne 
fut jamais que pour vol avec effraction, desertion apres le 
vol, et autres faits, qui, en Europe, m^nent toujours a la 
potence ceux qui s'en rendent coupables ! Toujours ces 
corrections ont ete infligees aprfes une enquete soigneiisement 
faite; le jugement porte d'apres les evidences les plus 
positives, et les corrections faites en presence de tous. 
Jamais ces corrections tfont eu le caractere de cruaut6, dont 
on les ddcore avec tant de soin dans V Anti-Slavery Mmithly 
Reporter^ et jamais la sant^ du coupable n'en a ete alteree 
un instant. 



No. 83. 

Extracts of a Letter to Mr. Telfair, from W. J, 
Saunders, Esq., of the firm Saunders and 
WiEHE, dated Port-Louts^ Atigust 20, 1829. 

It will give me the highest gratification to assist in falsi- 
fying the calumnies which have been so heavily heaped on 
you individually. Allow me to say, that the Anti-Slavery 
Monthly Reporter could not have been more unfortunate as 
to his own credulity, in the selection of a person on whom to 
vent his malicious venom, than in making choice of one whose 
enlightened and judicious treatment of his Slaves has so 
justly placed, in the estimation of this colony, amongst its 
best benefactors and improvers. 
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I visited many of the estates, in 18SS, and anun^t tbem 
Belorobfe, where I spent five or six days. Though I did 
not minutely inspect either the huts, flood, or clothing of the 
Blacks on that property, their comfortable and healthy ap- 
pearance still remains perfect in my recollection. My visits 
to the hospital and school of the establishment, accompanied 
by Mr. W. Tdfair, afforded me sincere pleasure. In no 
country have I ever seen a sick ward better i^^ulated, eidier 
as regards the cleanliness, ventilation, or general attenticm to 
the wants of the patients, while the neatness of the children 
at the school, together witli their proficiency in reading and 
writing, made a lasting impression on my mind. 

During the last two years I have twice visited your estate. 
Beau Manguier, and have been equally pleased with the 
appearance of the Blacks there, as with the unremitting eiw 
deavours to improve th^r moral character, by daily prayers, 
kind treatment, and judicious instruction. 



No. 84. 

Extracts from a Statement of M. G. Deroull^de, 
Proctor in the Court of Admiralty ^ dated Port^ 
Louis, October 4, 1829. 

J^ai visits Bekimbre plusieurs fois. En 18S0, j^y ai pass^ 
dix jours ; en 182S j^y ai pass^ quinze jours, au milieu d^une 
ncHnbreuse compagnie ; j Y trouvai entr^autres, Son Honneur, 
George Smith, Commissaire de Justice, qui venait souvent 
y passer le temps des vacances des tribunaux. tTy retoumai 
en 18S7, passer cinq ou six jours ; cette fois le Gouvemeur 
et Lady Frances Cole, s^y arrfetferent deux jours, en reve,. 
nant d^une toumee quails avaient faite dans le quartier. 

Je d^lare sur Thonneur, que je n^ai jamais vu infliger 
de ces punitions barbares ; et que je n^ai pas plus entendu 
parler de ces actes d^inhumanit^, plus atroces encore, .quf 
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TonJ^dit en etre la suite. Pareille horreur aurfut soulev^ 
d^indignation le cceur de tout honnete boniine ; et cependimt 
des officiers vensuent constamment a Belombre. Les 
officiers commaDdant le Foste Jacote y venaieDt presque 
tous les jours; j'y ai vu, a differentes^poques, le Capitaine 
Bruce, du S^""* Regt. ; le Lieut. Grey, du BS"^; et le 
Lieut. Slater, du 82"*^ Regt. ; alxisi que les m^ecins MM. 
Cummings et Campbell. 

J'ai lu en entier, le 44"« Num^ro de VAnii-Slavery Re^ 
porter ; tous les details qu^il renferme au sujet du traitement 
des ndrs, et sur les haUtans de Maurice, ne aont qu'un 
tissu de mensonges, et de mechantes imputaticms dost 8 
sera impossible de foumir la preuve. 



No. 85. 

Certificate from A. Shanks, M.D., Acting Chief of 
the Civil Medical Department^ dated January 
IT, 1830. 

These are to certify, that I have examined the Journal of 
the Hospital at Belombre, from the 11th of October 1821, 
till the 1st of February 1827, inclusive, contained in an 
atlas folio volume of two hundred and seventy-three pages, 
and have found that the treatment of each individual case^ . 
even the least important, is entered therein, with the daily 
account of the disease, its symptoms, treatment, and result ; 
that in this detailed clinical journal of each patients disease, 
or indisposition, there is not an omission of one single day^s 
report, during the whole of that period ; and that no indivi- 
dual was admitted on account of punishment inflicted, or of 
disease arising from starvation or from over-work*. 
(Signed) A. SHANKS, M.D. 

Acting Chief ^ the CivU Medical Department 

* As may be seen by reference to No. 65 of the Appendix, no instance 
occurred, during the whole time of Doctor Desnoyer's engagement at 
Belombre, from 1816 till 1822, which required medical treatment, in conse- 
quence of punishment. 
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Testimonials of similar import, regarding Belombre, the 
treatment of the Slaves thereon, and their comfortable con- 
dition, were also received from : 

M. Bretagne, one of the former Overseers of Belombre. 

M. M angeot. Civil Commissary of Police, Quarter of the 
River of Rempart, Deputy Registrar and Deputy Guardian 
and Protector of Slaves. 

M. Suasse, formerly Civil Commissary, now Commandant 
of the Quarter of Black River. 

M. Bouic, Civil Commissary of the Quarter of Black 
River, Commissary of Police, Deputy Registrar, and Deputy 
Guardian and Protector of Slaves. 

M. Ducray, Civil Commissary, and Commissary of Police, 
of the Quarter of the Savanne, Deputy Registrar, and 
Deputy Guardian and Protector of Slaves. 

M. Perrot, President of the Chamber of Advocates. 

J. J. Wiehe, Esq. Merchant, Port-Louis, President of the 
Colonial Committee. 

J. S. Reader, Esq., Deputy Registrar of the Court of 
Admiralty, and late First Assistant to the Commissary 
General of Police. 

M. Chaix, Merchant, Port-Louis. 

M. Lavergne, Audit Office. 

M. La Butte, Planter, Quarter of Tamarinds. 

M. Geneve, Planter, Quarter of Black River. 

M. Bury, Office of Internal Revenues. 

M. Courou, Professor at the Royal College, Port-Louis. 

The Baron D'Unienville, Colonial Archivist. 

J. Rendle, Esq. Chief Secretary'^s Office, and Keeper of 
Records. 

The Agricultural Society of Mauritius. 

M. De Maissieu, Planter, &c. &c. &c. 

But, as the work has already exceeded the prescribed 
bounds, as there already exists enough of repetition in the 
vouchers in this Appendix, and as their number might be 
easily doubled or tripled, if wanted, I shall here conclude 
for the present. 
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No.8R 



Extract Jrom the Statistical AccQV,nt of Mauritius^ 
btf the Baron D'Unienville, Colonial Jrchivisti 
containing Mutations in the Numerical Amount 
qf ^/iv€s,from 1767 HU 1825. 



Years, 


Number, 


Births. 


Imported. 


Deaths. 


1767 


15,027 


455 


1100 


500 


8 


16,052 


486 


1100 


5S^ 


9 ' 


17,071 


517 


1100 


569 


1770 


18,085 


548 


120Q 


602 


1 


19,195 


581 


1200 


639 


2 


20,299 


615 


1200 


676 


3 


21,398 


648 


1200 


713 


4 


22,491 


681 


1200 


749 


5 


23,579 


714 


1200 


,786 


6 


24,660 


747 


800 


Bn 


7 


25,336 


767 


70Q 


844* 


8 


25,909 


7S5 


60.0 


863 


9 


26,380 


799 


500 


879 


1780 


26,748 


810 


500 


891 


1 


27,114 


821 


500 


903 


% ■ 


27,478 


832 


600 


916 


3 


27,939 


846 


1300 


931 


4 


29,099 


881 


2200 


970 


5 


31,152 


944 


1500 


1038 


6 


32,496 


984 


1500 


1083 


7 


33,832' 


1025 


1500 


1127 


8 


ZS.IQ^ 


1065 


1500 


1172 


9 


36,486 


1105 


2100 


1216 


1790 


38,403 


1163 


3000 


1280 


1 


41,210 


1248 


3000 


1373 


% 


44,003 


1333 


3000 


4542 


. 3 


43,716 


1324 


3200 


1457 


4 


46,696 


1415 


1500 


1556 


5 


47,962 


1453 


600 


1598 


6 


48,322 


1464 


1000 


1610 


7 


49,080 


1487 


1300 


1636 


8 


50,133 


1519 


1500 


1671 


9 


51,380 


1557 


1500 


1716 
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No. 86— continued. 



Years. 


Number. 


Births. 


Imparted. 


Deaths. 


1800 


53,619 


1624 


1800 


1787 


1 


55,149 


1671 


1800 


1838 


2 


56,672 


1717 


2400 


1889 


S 


58,797 


1781 


3000 


1959 


4 


61,502 


1863 


1800 


2050 


5 


63,115 


1912 


1500 


2103 


6 


64,351 


1950 


1300 


2145 


7 


65,367 


1980 


1300 


2178 


8 


66,452 


2013 


1100 


2215 


9 


67,310 


2039 


1100 


2243 


1810 


68,177 


2065 


600 


2272 


11 


6S,556 


2077 


— 


2285 


12 


67,662 


2050 


.— 


2255 


13 . 


67,336 


2040 


.-^ 


2244 


14 


66,791 


2024 


— 


%M6 


.15 


66,406 


2012 


— 


2213 


16 


66,123 


2003 


— 


2204 


17 


65,870 


1996 


— 


2195 


18 


65,595 


1987 


'J 


2186 


19 


65,31 r 


1979 


— 


2177 


1820 


65,017 


1970 


— 


2167 


21 


64,769 


1963 


— 


2158 


22 


64,461 


1953 


— 


2154 


23 


64,190 


1945 


— 


2X39 


24 


63,944 


1937 


— 


2131 • 


25 


63,704 









* This table contaiiu the most correct Statistical Account that has been 
drawn np of the Population of Mauritius. The Census made in 1886 is 
more full and correct ; it mclndes the Slaves belonipng to Government, and 
those dwelling in the different islands which constitute the Dependencies 
of Mlauritius. 
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No. 87. 



Return cf Sugar ^ the pmduct of Mauritius, ex- 
parted each Year^ since the Capture of this Islandf 
hy the British Government. 



Years. 


Ihs. 


Years. 


Ihs. 


1812 


969,264 


1821 


20,533,989 


1813 


549,265 


1822 


23,201,908 


18U 


1,034,294 


1823 


26,990,813 


1815 


2,504,957 


1824 


24,236,821 


1816 


8,296,365 


1825 


20,787,990 


1817 


6,583,457 


1826 


42,486,539 


1818 


7,908,380 


1827 


40,612,209 


1819 


15,524,888 


1828 


48,850,101 


181^0 


20,410,755 


1829 


55,141,729 



N.B. — ^There yet remains not less than twenty millions of Sugar 
of th^present crop to be embarked. — January 16, 1830. 
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To the Second Edition, published in England, the 
Editor has thought proper to add the following 
Documents, containing additional proof of the 
judicious and kind treatment which the Slaves on 
Mr. Charles Telfair's Estate have invariably 
experienced. 



The /Mowing are Extracts of Letters from the 
late A. Dick, Esq., to a Friend in Scotiand. 

November 39, 1820. 

Belombrb, the property of my friend Telfair, is pleasantly 
situated near the sea, having between the house and the 
beach a flat of about 100 acres, all planted in sugar>cane. 
Behind the house, and towards the hills, are the remaining 
sugar-cane fields, which are 'as extensive 9S on any plan- 
tation on the island. On the estate are nearly 500 Slaves, 
men, women, and children, all looking fat and happy ; this 
is the sugar season, and the whole are employed in cutting 
the canes, attending the mill, and the sugar-house, and I 
assure you the scene is very lively. The two months I 
have passed there have slipped away very pleasantly. The 
forenoon I pass in the library, visiting the school for the 
*^ . gt*^** children, peeping into the sugar-house, &c. Dinner was on 
^^vX^ .^ the table at half-past two, for the accommodation of the 

rigissdMr of the plantation, a French young man, educated 
in the " Ecole Polytechnique,*** and afterwards an officer of 
artillery under Buonaparte; on the downfall of his master, he 
came out to settle here, and with Telfair he has found a very 
comfortable situation. Besides the rigisseur I have the 
doctor of the plantation for a ttiessmate. 



I 
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Behmbre, December 22, 1820. 

I am so well I could now go up to Port-Louis, but 
Mr. and Mrs. Telfair (and probably the Governor) come 
down in a few days, to pass the new year here, a great- day 
among the Slaves. 



Belambrej JaniMry 1, 1821. 

Mr. and Mrs. Telfair arrived here a few days ago, and 
to-day all is mirth and jollity among the Slaves ; dancing in 
all comers, under the burning sun and under the straw hut. 
As customary, every Black on the habitation has been to 
present to us individually bis little nosegay, and to wish us 
a bonne anfUe^ {or which they are rewarded with a trifle to 
provide* some cheer for the day. Two or three bullocks 
have been sacrificed for the festivities of the afternoon, and 
a quantity of arrack served out. The little band of music 
which Telfair has had for a year past, under the instruction 
of the master of the band of the 82nd regiment, have come 
home to spend the new year among th^ companions ; and 
this morning, by sunrise*, they were round at all our bedroom 
windows, playing many pretty airs, waltzes, marches, &c. 
The watchmen, who are stationed with arms to protect the 
habitaticHi from being plundered by run^away Negroes, 
attended the musicians, and gave a volley in tokesi of their 
good widies. Groups of the natives of Madagascar, of Mo- 
zambique, and of the Creoles of the island are collected here 
ahd there, dancing their national dances to their national 
music, which, I must own, is of a very rude nature. Gene- 
rally speaking, the danqing is destitute of anything like life 
or sfnrit, the feet moving very little. The house domestics,, 
wha are a little moredvilized than their brother and sist^^ 
hood .<of the field department^ trip it on the light fantastic 
toe in one of tb^ own housei^ to the sound of fiddles^ 
flutes, and dariodet^, in waltzes and French country dances^ 
iq which acoompliriiments they are all ^rfect wisp^. The 
great folk spend the day very quietly. 
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Copy of a Letter to Captain J. Chamberlayne, 
R.N., from Captain Begbie, of His Majestif^ 
Bind Begimenty dated Chiemsey^ June 19, 1830. 

Siu, — On my arrival here from Bath, I received your 
letter of the 6th mstant, together with its enclosures relative 
to the calumnies published against your brother-in-law, 
Charles Telfair, Esq., of Mauritius, in No. 44, of the Anti- 
Slavery Reporter; and, as it appears that a refutation of 
them is in preparation, I beg leave to offer any information 
in my power that may tend to support it. 

In December \%\% five months after landing in the colony, 
with strong British prejudices against the supposed ill treat- 
ment of Slaves, and having never been before in what is called 
a Slave Colony, I took the command at the military post at 
Jacot^, bordering on the estate of Belombre, and, during 
my continuance there, visited almost daily the establishment 
upon it, not only during Mr. Telfair^s residence there, but 
on many occasions when he was absent at Port-Louis ; and 
having frequent opportunities of witnessing the treatment 
shown towards his Slaves, as well as having seen them at 
their labours, meals, and amusements — the interior manage* 
«ment of their houses — having derived the highest gratification 
in visiting the school some time previously established by 
Mrs. Telfair, under the superintendence of the Rev. Mn 
Jones, a missdonary clergyman, and observed the rapid 
progress in the first rudiments of education made by the 
children attending it, my early prejudices, so far as regarded 
Belombre, and all I ever heard respecting it, were completely 
dissipated. And I have no hesitation in saying, that ance 
my return-to Europe, in 1826, I have not yet met with, 
among the labouring classes in the richest counties of Eng- 
land, where I have been stationed, and travelled through, 
any thing corresponding with the content and hilarity dietf 
exhibited by the Black population at Belombre. 

As yourself, and the other friends of Mr. Telfair, ^must 
have information on the subject from persons more corn- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



247 

petent than I maybe, I shall merely add, that pone but 
persons totally unacquainted, with, the establishment, and 
practises pursued there, or whose minds are not completely 
warped by.mahgnity, could have ventured to usher forth to 
the world charges in direct oppointion to the truth, and the 
testimony of so many respectable evidences. 

In making this statement, I do it as an impartial, un- 
prejudiced man, totally unconnected, and never likely to be 
so again, in any capacity whatever, with the Mauritius, and 
shall be at all times ready for examination, whenever re- 
quired, before the highest tribunal of my country, in vin- 
dication of one who, from all I have seen and heard, has 
ever been esteemed as a most kind and indulgent master. 
I remain. Sir, &c., 

THOMAS STIRLING BEGBIE, 
Capt. 89nd Segt. 



Copy of a Letter to Captain J. Chamberlayne, 
R.N.^ Jrom Captain Foreman, late of His 
Majestf^s 56th Begiment, dated Isle of Wights 
June 27, 18S0. 

Mt Dear Sib, — ^I received your letter of the 10th instant, 
with its enclosure, which gives me much pleasure, as it ena- 
bles me to do justice to a most worthy and benevolent man, 
whose character has been so vilely and maliciously aspersed 
in the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter. 

I will, in the first place, state to you, that I was acquainted 
with the Belombre estate before Mr. Charles Telfair became 
its proprietor. In the years 1815 and 1816 I commanded 
the military posts in the vicinity of Belombre for the space 
of eleven months, when I became acquunted with the then 
proprietor, and saw much of the management of the estate, 
and treatment of the Blacks. 
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In the years of 1820 and 1881 I was placed in command 
of the posts surrounding Belombre, from the Riviere dee An- 
guilles to the Baiedu Cap, including Pass St. M^tin (which 
latter post is upon the estate), for the period of thirteen 
months, and again in the years 18S5-6, for the space of five 
months, during which periods I was constantly, I may say 
daily, in the habit of visiting some part of the establishment ; 
and from my former knowledge of the estate, and the Bkckif 
upon it, I was^much interested in discovering how the change 
of masters had effected the comfort and well-being of the 
Black population, as I had heard much of Mr. Telfair^ 
treatment of his Blacks, which differed considerably from 
other Planters in the island ; and I have the pleasing satis- 
faction of an Englishman, in declaring that I chd find a vast 
improvement in every thing connected with the comfort of 
the Slave population ; indeed I never saw but one habita- 
tion where the Blacks were so comfortable as Mr. Telfair's, 
and on that habitation it was only the body that was attended 
to— the minds were left in a sad state of neglect. 

I found all the dwellings of the Blacks much improved, 
many having been rep^red, and new ones built — the old 
hospital destroyed, and a large well-built house appropriated 
in its place, where the system of regularity and comfort was 
almost as good as the military hospitals established for the 
soldiers at the outposts. I speak particularly of the hospital, 
as T was acquainted with the medical gentleman in charge of 
the establishment, and went frequently with hiih round the 
hospital to visit the sick. 

The school is a large and commodious building, where the 
children were daily taught to read and write, and likewise 
some of the adults attended, at periods when their work was 
finished — the whole under the superintendence of a man of 
colour named Richard, whose principal occupation was to 
attend to the school, and I know he received a considerable 
monthly stipend for the same. 

I have frequently been present at the magazine when the 
provisions were issued to the Blacks, and have heard the 
choice given them to "take the food they preferred ; some 
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had rice, some mmze, others manioc and sweet potatoes, 
with salty salt meat, and salt fish. The clothing was like- 
wise regularly distributed, annually to some, and half-yearly 
to others, and of a superior quality to that generally in use. 
I have known Mr. Telfair purchase large quantities of doth 
trowsers for his forest Blacks. 

The hours of work for the field Blacks were the same as 
was general in the colony, except that they were not em- 
ployed on Sundays for three hours^as is usual in most estates 
in the colony. The forest Blacks, or wood-cutters, generally 
worked by task, which I have known most of them finish 
by three o'clock in the afternoon, after which they were 
allowed to work for themselves, receiving payment for the 
same from Mr. Telfair's superintendent, Mr. William Forster, 
with whom I became very intimate, and for whom I retain 
a sincere regard, which originated entirely from his esteem, 
kindness, and attention to the Blacks under his charge ; and 
his desire to carry Mr. Telfair's wishes into effect was 
unbounded. I have often known him to come over to my 
residence after the business of the day, a distance of two 
miles, for the purpose of consulting the medical man attached 
to my post upon any cases of sickness among the Blacks, in 
tlbe temporary absence of the medical gentleman of the esta- 
blishment. Indeed, I can saj' with safety, that the situation 
of the Blacks on the Belombre estate, was as happy and 
comfortable as it was possible to make people in so uncivi- 
lized a state as Blacks generally are, and much more com- 
fortable than the generality of the labouring classes which I 
have encountered in Irela&d, and some parts of England, 
since my return from the Mauritius in 18S6. 

With respect to the severity qfpunishmenty or of punish- 
ment in general on the Belombre estate, I can only say that 
I have never but once seen, or heard, what could be con- 
strued into severe punishment, and on that one occadon I 
saw one of the House Blacks receive a punishment of twenty^ 
Jive lashes with the whip upon his back (but not bare back). 
His crime was for repeatedly robbing one of the store-rooms 
of various articles. Previous to the punishment, Mr. Forster 

T 
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had all the evidence for and against the culprit examined in 
the library in my presence, when the robbery was dearly 
proved, and at last confessed by the prisoner. He was 
ordered the puoishment in question, and which was inflicted 
in the presence of all the Blacks on the home establishment. 
With the exception of that one punishm^it, I never saw or 
heard c^ a Black getting what could be called a severe or 
cruel punishment. The Maroons are punished by being 
placed for a certain time in the block, something similar to 
the stocks in this country, but always under cover, and in 
some cases I have known an iron ring fixed on die leg, above 
the ancle, in which iron they are obliged to perform th^r 
diuiy task. These are the only punishments I ever saw, or 
heard of being inflicted on the estate of Belombre. 

In conclusion, I do most solemnly declare, that I do not 
think it possible for an establishment hke Belombre to be 
conducted with more humanity and kindness than it was, 
during the periods mentioned in this letter; and I trust that 
my testimcmy, humble as it is, may have the effect I wish 
with those who do not know Mr. X^lfair'^s benevolence of 
heart so well as I do ; his great object of Ufe appeared to me 
to ameliorate the condition of his Slave population. 
I remain^ 

My dear Sir, &c. &c. 

T. M. FOBEMAN, 
Lc^te Captain BGih Regiment 



FIKIS. 
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WORKS, 

PUBLISHING BY 

BIDGWAT, PICCADILLY. 

FLORA AND GEOLOGY OF BARBADOES. 

Early in July mill he published, in One large Volume, illustrated by 
a Map and Sections^ Price I8s,, bound in Cloth, 

FLORA BARBADENSIS. A Catalogue of Plants, indigenous, 
naturalized, and cultivated, in Barbadoes, arranged according to the 
Linnaean System, with their Orders after the Natural Arrangement ; 
together with their Vernacular Names. To which is prefixed, a 
Geological Description of the Island. By James Dottin M aycock, 
M.D., F.L.S., a Member of His Majesty's Council in Barbadoes. 



TBE WEST ZlfBZA QVE8TZON. 

SLAVERY in the MAURITIUS : a Representation of the State 
of Government Slaves and Apprentices in the Colony ; with Obser- 
vations, addressed to Men in high stations. By a Resident, who 
has never possessed either Land or Slaves. 2s» 6d, 

A LETTER to the MOST HONOURABLE the MARQUIS 
of CHANDOS. By a West India Planter. 2s. 

PRESENT STATE and PROSPECTS of the WEST INDIA 
QUESTION, with regard to its final Adjustment. Is. 

NEGRO EMANCIPATION NO PHILANTHROPY: a 

Letter to the Duks of Wellington, By a Jamaica Propeietor. 
Price 2s. 

A LETTER to the DUKE of WELLINGTON, on the Sub- 
ject of WEST INDIA SLAVERY. By a Jamaica Proprietor. 
Price Is. 

ON COLONIAL INTERCOURSE, By Henry BliIs, Esq., 
of the Inner Temple. 3s. 
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Mr. canning.—^ Second Edition. 

THE SPEECHES OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
GEORGE CANNING, Corrected by Himself, with Memoirs of 
his Life. Illustrated by a fine Portrait, Fac-similes of his Hand- 
Writing, a Plate exhibitive of his mode of correcting and revising 
his Speeches, &c,, in Two important Passages in the celebrated one 
on Portugal. 6 vols. 8vo. SL IZs. 

'■^ A biographical memoir of the most illustrions statesman and accomplished 
orator of onr age, prefixed to the only authentic edition of his Speeches, has 
far superior claims to notice and credit over any of those ephemeral and 
hurried sketches of his Kfe^ which, without authority, and for mere abject pur- 
poses of lucre, have been thickly palmed upon the public attention." — 
Monthly Review* 

'' We recommend this edition of Mr. Canning's brilliant, splendid, and 
statesmanlike Speeches, as4he noblest literary memorial that can be preserved 
of him." — Literary Gazette, 

'' This excellent and valuable edition of Mr. Canning's Speeches, by Mr. 
Therry, contains, among other things, a remarkable instance of the application 
of the new process of typolithography. There is, in the first volume, a fac- 
simile of the proofs of the celebrated Speech on the afiairs of Portugal, with 
all the corrections made by Mr. Canning. Every mark which he made in the 
letter-press, every reference, and every word written on the margin, is repre- 
sented as it appeared in his hand-writing in the proofs."— Tmef. 

THE SPEECHES OF THE HONOURABLE THOMAS 
(afterwards LORD) ERSKINE, when at the Bar, on Subjects 
connected with the Liberty of the Press, and against constructive 
Treason. 5 vols. 8vo. ^L \0s, 

" We take the opinion of the country, and of every part of the world where 
the language is understood, to be that of tlie most unbounded admiration of 
these exquisite specimens of judicial oratory, and of great obligations to the 
Editor of the collection."— E^^tn. Rev. Vol. XIX. 

Fourth Edition, in 8vo. 16;. 
A SELECTION from the PUBLIC and PRIVATE CORRES- 
PONDENCE of VICE-ADMIRAL LORD COLLINGWOOD ; 

interspersed with Memoirs of his Life. By G. L. Newnham 
CoLLiNGwooD, Esq., F.R.S. Illustrated by a finU Portrait, a Plan 
of the Battle of Trafalgar, &c. &c. 

Extract from the QUARTERLY Review, No. LXXIV. 
'< We have been more highly gratiOed and instructed .than we could possibly 
have expected by the perusal of the history and letters of this noble and gallant 
officer, whose name, except on one memorable occasion, has never attracted a 
prominent share of notice among those which belonged to the public charac- 
ters of his day ; and yet his services were of the most important nature, and 
most ably conducted, at a crisis, too, big with danger, not in England alone, 
but to all civilized Europe: but the field of action in which he was chiefly 
engaged, though extensive, was at a distance from home. * * * We once 
more thank the Editor for his highly-important and very valuable work. It is 
one which will occupy a permanent place in the English library. * * * The 
portrait of one English worthy more is now secured to posterity .'' 

Extract from the Edinburgh Review, No.'XCIV. 
*< We do not know when we have met with so delightful a Book as this, or 
one with which we are so well pleased with ourselves for being delighted. 
Its attraction consists almost entirely in its moral beauty ; and it has the rare 
merit of filling us with the deepest admiration for heroism, without suborning 
our judgments into any approbation of the vices and weaknesses with which 
poor mortal heroism is so often accompanied.'' 
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